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~ COMMONWULllt Of AUOTOAUA OEMOTMENT Of TO ....... T 

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REP ORT V116/783/1047 
Pvll.lrc:.,left of thle report h ..,tt.orlee4 t.., the Secretory under tho pro•fal.,u of Au Ho•leotton Rogvlotiona 213 ( 1) 

1. LOCA TIOH OF OCCURRENCE 

Not !mown 

2. THE AIRCRAFT 
A&el.. .... 111 .... 1 

Cessna 182L 
C.,.;lkalo of be~tlral- 11•ued 10 

Cephus Day, 
33 Reserve Road, 
Beaumauris, Victoria 

Dofoctt 4t •covoro4 

3. THE FLIGHT 
Lost or entondod 4oportloH'o potnt T ••• of ilo,ortvto 

Moorabbin 1819 hours 

.c. THE CREW 
No- Stotua 

Frederick VALENT! CH Pilot 

I Holah• ..... ~.1. 0 

2 
••• 
1.10.78 

T1- (Locell 

Not known 

•.. , .. , ...... I C•tificalo of AorwOtlhinou 

VH-DSJ Valid from 1 4 February 1968 
o,. ..... 0 •er•• •f 41eMel• te ehcreh 

SAS Southern Air Services, Not known 
Northern Avenue, 0 tho• f'<Oporty ..... ogod 

Moorabbin Airport. Victoria 

-

Moat ,.,,., of intonclo4 lonil•nt P~Hpo .. ol flogh Cloea of o,_roho" 

King Isiand 

"•• Cion ol licence 

20 Private 

Trav e l 

Hovu on tyl" 

Not 
known 

Totol ho01<o 

150 
(Approx.) 

Private 

Dee••• of '"I"'Y 

Presumed Fatal 

s. OTHER PERSONS (All ,.uongera oncl ,.raona lnlurocl on ground) 
No- Stohu DotrM of •niv•r No- Stolua Doer .. of '"1'-"l' 

6. RELEVAHT EVEHTS 
-

The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 197ti an d he was therefore authorised 
of 21 October 197S he attended 
ours, submitted a flight plan 
altitude nominated in the flight 

to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC). On the afternoon 
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 h 
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return. The cruising 
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from 
Cape Otway to King Island. The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes . 
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island. H 
and the operator's representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and 
aircraft with him. 

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed M 

The pilot made no arrange
a advised the briefing officer 
took four life jackets in the 

oorlibbin at 1819 hours. After 
light Service Unit (FSU). departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbourne F 

The pilot reported Cape Otway at 1900 hours and the next transmiss 
was at 1906:14 hours. 

ion received from the aircraft 
Mel bourne FSU were recorded 

tions.) 
The following communications bet ween the ai rcr:t t and 

from this time: (Note: The word/words in brackets are open to other interpreta · 

TIME FROM TEXT 

1906:14 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA J ULIET is there any known 
traffic below five thousand 

:23 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known tratfic 

:26 VH-DSJ DELTA ~IERRA .;J'ULIET I am seems (to) be a large aircraft below 
five thousand 



6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd) 

TIME FROM 

:46 FSU 

:50 VH-DSJ 

1907 :04 FSU 

:32 VH-DSJ 

:43 FSU 

:47 VH-DSJ 

:57 FSU 

1908:18 VH-DSJ 

:28 FSU 

:42 

:49 VH-DSJ 

1909:02 FSU 

:06 VH-DSJ 

:11 FSU 

:14 VH-DSJ 

:18 FSU 

:28 VH-DSJ 

:46 FSU 

1909:52 VH-DSJ 

1910:07 FSU 

:20 VH-DSJ 

:43 FSU 

TEXT 

D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like 
landing lights 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over 
over me at least a thousand feet above 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm 

er unknown due to the speed it 's travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the 
vicinity 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity 

MELBOURNE it's approaching now from due east towards me 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

I I open microphone for two seconds I I 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's 
flying over me two three times at a time at speeds I could not identify 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level 

my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft 

affirmative 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby 

MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is I I open microphone 
for two seconds I I 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it 's flying past it's a long shape I I open microphone 
for three seconds II (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) I I open 
microphone for 3 seconds I I before me right now Melbourne 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it's stationary what I'm 
doing right now is orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it's got 
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it's all shiny (on) the outside 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 



... --- ... 
6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd) 

TIME 

:48 

:57 

1911:03 

:08 

:14 

:17 

:23 

:37 

:52 

1912:04 

:09 

:22 

:28 

:49 

FROM 

VH-DSJ 

FSU 

VH-DSJ 

FSU 

VH-DSJ 

FSU 

VH-DSJ 

FSU 

VH- DSJ 

FSU 

VH-DSJ 

FSU 

VH-DSJ 

FSU 

TEXT 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET II open microphone for 5 seconds II it's just vanished 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft I've got is it (a type) military 
aircraft 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished 

SAY AGAlN 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) II open microphone 2 seconds II (now) 
approaching from the southwest 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three 
twenty four and the thing is (coughing) 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions 

my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is 
hovering on top of me again II two seconds open microphone I I it is hovering and 
it' s not an aircraft 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE II 17 seconds open microphone II 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE 

There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft. 

The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000 
feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds. The end of daylight at 
Cape Otway was at 1918hours. 

The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft 
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and sear·ch action was commenced. An 
intensive air, sea and land search was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found . 

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE 

The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined. 

' 
(A. R. Woodward) !Dole 

27.4 . 1982 
Delegate of the Secretory 
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AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REPORT V116/ 783/1047 
Pvl.h cetion of th la roport Ia euthotltocl bt tho S.crotory un4or tho ' rovh1ona of Alt Hovlgot•on Aogu lotiona 213 (1} 

1. LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE l Holeh• •·"'·~· ' · o ••• T1- ( Locell I Zone 
Not known 21 . 10.78 Not known EST 
2. THE AIRCRAFT ................ Reeiatret i•" I C• tofKolo of Aotwe><lh lftOII 

Cessna 182L VH-DSJ Valid from 14 February 1968 
c-tk o to of l.egott rol- iu-.1 lo o,. ..... Doeroo of 4•"'•1• to oltc roft 

Cephus Day, SAS Southern Air Services, Not known 
33 Reserve Road, Northern Avenue, Other properly cloMotocl 

-Beaumauris, Victoria Moor abbin Airport. Victoria 
Oo foc ta -'•tc o•oro tll 

-

3. THE FLIGHT 
Loat or tnto ndod dopor tw o ItO '"' T i"'• of .,.,.,,"'. Ho•t poiftl ol lfttoroclocl lo"cl'"l Purpoto of flt ght C loat of o..-rotton 

Moorabbin 1819 hours King Island Travel Private 

.c. THE CREW 
No- Stohl I ..... Clou ol llco ftco Hour t on ty,. Totol houn Doeroo of "'I'"Y 

Fr ederick VALENT! CH Pilot 20 Pr ivate 
Not 150 

Presumed Fatal 
known (Appr ox.) 

s. OTHER PERSONS (All peuollgett ettd pertOIII Injured 011 grou11d) 
No- Stotua o.,,_ of lniut)' No- Sta tue Dot '" of '"I ""'Y · 

6. RELEVANT EVENTS 
-

The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 197!:! and he was therefore authorised 
to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC). On the afternoon of 21 October 197 8 he attended 
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 hours, submitted a flight plan 
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return. The cruising altitude nominated in the flight 
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from 
Cape Otway to King Island. The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes . The pilot made no arrange-
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island. He advised the briefing officer 
and the oper ator's representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the 
aircraft with him. 

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moorlibbin at 1819 hours. After 
departure the pilot establi shed two-way radio communications with Melbo_urne Flight Service Unit (FSU) . 

The pilot reported Cape Otway at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the airc!'aft 
was at 1906:14 hours . The following communications bet ween the ai rcrti t and Mel bourne FSU we re recorded 
from this time: (Note: The wor d/words in br ackets are open to other interpretations . ) 

TIME FROM TEXT 

1906:14 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known 
traffic below five thousand 

:23 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic 

:26 VH-DSJ DELTA ~IERRA JULIET I am seems (to) be a large aircraft below 
five thousand 

. 

--



. -- -
6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd) 

TIME FROM 

:46 FSU 

:50 VH-DSJ 

1907:04 FSU 

:32 VH-DSJ 

:43 FSU 

:47 VH-DSJ 

:57 FSU 

1908:18 VH-DSJ 

:28 FSU 

:42 

:49 VH-DSJ 

1909:02 · FSU 

:06 VH-DSJ 

:11 FSU 

:14 VH-DSJ 

:18 FSU 

:28 VH-DSJ 

:46 FSU 

1909:52 VH-DSJ 

1910:07 FSU 

:20 VH-DSJ 

:43 FSU 

TEXT 

D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like 
landing lights 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over 
over me at least a thousand feet above 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm 

er unknown due to the speed it's travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the 
vicinity 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity 

MELBOURNE it's approaching now from due east towards me 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

I I open microphone for two seconds I I 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's 
flying over me two three times at a time at speeds I could not identify 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level 

my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft 

affirmative 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby 

MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is I I open microphone 
for two seconds I I 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it's flying past it's a long shape I I open microphone 
for three seconds I I (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) I I open 
microphone for 3 seconds I I before me right now Melbourne 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it's stationary what I'm 
doing right now is. orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it's got 
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it's all shiny (on) the outside 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 



I 

- --- .. 
6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd) 

TIME 

:48 

:57 

1911:03 

:08 

:14 

:17 

:23 

:37 

:52 

1912:04 

:09 

:22 

:28 

:49 

FROM 

VH-DSJ 

FSU 

VH-DSJ 

FSU 

VH-DSJ 

FSU 

VH-DSJ 

FSU 

VH-DSJ 

FSU 

VH-DSJ 

FSU 

VH-DSJ 

FSU 

TEXT 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET I I open microphone for 5 seconds I I it's just vanished 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft I've got is it (a type) military 
aircraft 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished 

SAY AGAIN 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) I I open microphone 2 seconds I I (now) 
approaching from the southwest 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three 
twenty four and the thing is (coughing) 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions 

my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is 
hovering on top of me again I I two seconds open microphone I I it is hovering and 
it' s not an aircraft 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE I I 17 seconds open microphone I I 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE 

There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft. 

The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000 
feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds. The end of daylight at 
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours. 

The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft 
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was dec lared and search action was commenced . An 
intensive air. sea and land seacch was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found . 

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE 

The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined. 

' 
Delegate of the Secretory I 

Dole 

27 . 4.1982 
(A. R. Woodward) 
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IZ. C 

Department of Defence 

RAN Research Laboratory 

Reference: R420-3-17 

New Beach Road, Edgecllff, New South Wales 
P.O. Box 706 Darlinghurst N.S.W. 2010 
Telegrams : RAN RL. Telex : 27142 

Contact : r J JE 
Telephone: 

The Superintendent 
Bureau of Air Safety Investi gation 
Box 1733P, GPO 
MELBOURNE, VIC 3001 

Dear Sir, 

DNAFT No: 8-23-3940. Vocadex : (02) 32 9254 
Telephone . (02) 32 2211 or 32 9251 

OLIO 

14 Oct 83 

RCD 2 1 OCT 1983 

FILE 

~~/SO 
DRIFT OF MARINE WRECKAGE ~ 

I refer to your letter V116/783/104~ated 6 July 1983 
where you discuss aircraft parts washed ashore on Flinders Island . 
Examination of our records of near bottom currents at the Kingfish B 
site (38° 36 ' S, 148°11'E) showed unusually large currents on Julian 
day 81 , 1983 (that resulted from a storm) and again on Julian day 96. 
The bottom currents on day 96 exceeded O. Sm/s when the flow was in an 
easterly direction (to the east) . Such large currents constitute an 
unusual event . Our results are stored as 17 minutes averages and only 
2 in 1000 exceed O. Sm/s . 

Thus it would seem reasonable to speculate that the storm on 
day 96 induced large bottom currents over much of eastern Bass Strait 
and moved your aircraft parts towards Flinders Island . More usual 
currents could then have completed the process of washing the components 
ashore. 

If I can be of any further assistance please f e el free to 
contact me on (02) 322211 . 

Yours faithfully , 

------;,___ ~~ 
(JR., (IAN JONES) 

Ocean Sciences Division 
RAN Research Laboratory 
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V116/783/1047 

DR I.S.F. JONES 
R. A. tT . RESEARCH LADORATORY 
P .O. BOX '/06 
DARLTilGHURST NSW 2010 

:- 6 It ll 1983 
A& 
u&C. 
~ 

DRIFr OF IlhRDlE WREX:n{AGE 

JCS : JB 
6. ?. 83 

(l< 

Recently a piece of an aircraft was found washed ashore on the 
west coast of Flinders IolM.d {Tas). It wns found on the beach at Parry's Day, 
opposite the northern end or FlinneTIJ Island Aerodrome . The date of finding 
was 15 nay 198~, and there is reason to believe the piece had not been on the 
beach more than a few days. 

The part has been identified as ha.vinB' come from a Cessna. 182 
aircraft between a certain range of serial numbers. The part is an engine 
cowl flap, for t e control or airflow over the engine. It ia 300r:mt long by 
210tmn wide, and 40Jmn at its deepest point. It had two side panels when first 
found. The piece was once white (acrylic paint), and is made of alw:ainium 
composition, now greatly eroded. The operating bolt, of steel, while heavily 
corroded, appears to have !o.iled on impact or in flight (i.e. not by corrosion). 

A Cessna 182 aircraft on a flight from Uoorabbin to Y..ing Island last 
reported position a t Cape Otway, Victoria, at 1900 hours EST on 21 October 1978. 
The serial number of this a.i.rcraft falls within the range of serial numbers 
applicable to the part found. 

From previouo knowledge of aircraft parts "walking'' across the floor 
of tidnl lakes and rivers, it is wondered if such a piece as described could 
travel !roc an area between Cape Otway and the northem tip of King Island, or 
f"1"0IJ a position near the described tLr&a., under the influence of ocean currents . 

fuile 1 t is not \Ulknown for the oowl flap to separate troa the aircraft 
in flight, to our knowledge there have been no recent cases in the Victoria/ 
Tasca.nia area, and no wreckage o! aircraft have been dumped at sea to our 
knowledge, nor are other Cessna aircraft missing in the waters of Da.ss Strait. 

Any infOl."':lLl.tion you could pass concerning tbe likelihood of this 
particular item beill8 able to "travel" , over a period of close to 5 years, 
would be a. step toward solving the mystery of the disappearance of this aircraft 
and ita sole occupant, and~aid to ita location. 

Plea.ae do not heai tate to call to discuss the matter. Attached 
pleaoe find a map showing the area of finding and two photographs of the 1 tem. 
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BJREAU OF AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION REPORT REFERENCE I I 

Caption (above): 

Caption (below). 
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~ureau of Air Safety Investigation 

'tl&tarla/Taslll&iila 

In reply quote: 



~aureau of Air Safety Investigation 

We&arla/TIUAUMia 

In reply quote: 

108 Lonsdale Street 
Melbourne, VIctoria 
G.P.O. Box 1733P 
Melbourne, 3001 
Telephone 667 2365 

662 2455 
Telex 30200 

l"b/ 
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- dureau of Air Safety Investigation 
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Telephone 667 2355 
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THIS ITEM HAS BEEN DIGITISED IN SECTIONS 

Si'nclair 'too ill 
for Thai coUrt' ... 

By. BILL HITCHINGS 

A group 1»f Melbourne busin•ss· 
men tay they are only weeks away 
from finding the wreckage of the 
mysterious Valentich plane. 

They say it is among four light 
planes lying in a boomerang pattern 
on the ocean bed just'off Cape Otway. 

"Remarkably, they are_,...._~~.....,._..,..~...._~, 
all within a relatively 
short distance of each 
other," the aroup'l 
5pokesma n, Mr R o n 
Cameron, said today. 

"A 1tronr 1wlmmer 
could swim over the spots 
where all four of them are 
5unk ." 

Melbourne 
• m1sses 

Mr Cameron, an 1nde· 
pendent fUm producer, of 
Springvale, and the others •. 
plan a u.lvaae operation water 

target 
early next year . 

T'he ra1.81ng of the 
planes - particularly the 
one they believe belonged 
to pUot Prederlck Valen
t!cb - will form part of 
a documentary 111m. 

I 
I 

M • I b o urne has 1 
misse4 its taflet for ! 
w.ter consumption. 

WiDiam Charles Sinclair, 69, was "too old and too 
ck" to return to Thailand and to hear the outcome of an 

•ppeal against him, a relative said today. 
Thailand's 8 u p f em e 

Court la.!t night taaued a 
warrant tor the arrest ot 
Sinclalr after he failed to 
appear ~fore the court 
to face the appeal dema· 
ton. 

A Japanese televl.aion 
company is Interested In 
t1.nanc1nc at leut part of 
the operation and the 
film. 

"It wlll be costly, but 
we are convtnced It wm 
be worthwhile and very 
revealtna.'' llill'" Cameron 

A Board of Worb 
apokesman said today 
that Melbourne used 11~6 
meplitres yesterda.y -
26 a.bove lM t.aryet. 

• Princess Step):(anie 

~ • *HT.E CARLO, Tftl., MP. - P.rin
ceH Clrace's faraity ~ official mouraint 
today -... plisoners" ia their c.altle, houi'HI
ed by ~raphers. 

The court alao ordend 
that h~ $42,000 bail be 
forfeited. 

Slnclalr. a former SJd
ney bualneasman, was ar· 
rested in Balllkok 1n 
October. 11'71 wtth two 
fellow.., Auarali&Da. Paul 
Ha:rrinl aDd warren Jl'el
low•. _. ....__.. With 
ba4.... .... ..::::;-;~" "' 

said. 
He aald the other mem

bers ot the arouP wanted 
to remain anonymoua for 
the time~. 

And, be l&id. he, would 
not renal tbe euct 
where a bou ta of the 
wreckl untU tbe aalftp 
operatioo wu 1UidlrWaJ. 

"We • ...,. wbat AI 
there il .ar-11 Yalu· 
able," be aid. 

MONEY ... -~In 
, L liliiC!Iifi' and "W'e hue to r a 1 •• 
,_~sentenced to money for the jab, &Ill -·jail anll&Jward we don't want aDJOne ella 
ean. aettln& ~ It before ua. • 
r ~lncla1r1 ~bo al· Mr C&mel'On laid tbe 
' JIII"Otestea b.i3 1nno- Department of Transport 
:e. was later found not •bad been -.told of their 
y on appeal and re- pl.&nl. I v 1.. ~ 
~ trom tbe T b a I DISCUISions also had 
m fn May. been he\4 With Frederick 
~. p1'0118C'Gtlon ap- V&lentlch'a !ather, Guido. 
1e relative nid Mr Mr Valentlcb has tra· 
tatr's condition was velled fro~ h~ Avondale 

Height. !lome , to cape 
Otway every lear since 
his 20-year-ol son dls"
appeared on October ~1. 
1978. 

'he guy's 70. next 
uiay, be's had a heart 

a.nd a stroke a.ll 
1e past ftve yea rs, h e's 
~ dea! and he's JUSt 
' !our years in a Tha1 
m," he said. 

FAILED 

Mr Valent ich a nd his 
family believe Frederick 
was attacked and captur
ed by allen beings In a 
UFO. 

The Board booked H3 
water cbeata. 

Thla br~ the toW 
number of people ~lng 
investlp.ted !or alleged 
breaches of restrictions to 
14oCK. 

A Boar d spokesman 
said people were 1t1ll 
belna cauaht for using 
1\a.ea ouutde "" permit
ted houn and eome were 
bel=bbecl for bOling 
buU 4rlftlf&YI aod =t=-4urtnc pennlt-

~U.:O~ 
1 prtnte prdena may be 
wateret oa17 with a 
baud-bald boee betWeen 
7 p.m. ancl • p.m. 

Bucteta and waterlnr 1 cans may be uJed any I 
~~~-< ...... 
,~ CfliiiD:lerclal • emises 
are allowed to hand 
held hoeet trom a.mr to 
10 a.m. 
Me~~~~ had early 

mornmr mClnctlrstorlll! 
and seattved showers to
day bUt tbfJe Bl:mrd 
spoktam&n said is wu 
unltW:r to e any 
dlffel!lmce. ' ., 

Hit- man 

guilt 
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of Bass Strait .. A at ron r awlmmer 

could swlm over the IIJ)Ob 
where all four ot them are 

·· Sinclair 'too · ill 
for ThOi coUrt' 

sunlt." 
Mr Cameron, an inde

pendent tUm producer, of 
Springvale, and the othera 
plan a salvace operation 
early next year. 

The ralnng o! the 
planes - particularly the 
one they believe belonged 
to pUot Frederick Valen
tlch - will fonn part ot 
a documentary fllm. 

William Charles Sinclair, 69, was "too old and too 
ck" to return to Thailand and to hear the outcome of an 

appeal against him, a relative said today. 

A Japanese television 
company Is interested In 
flnanclnlr at leut part o! 
the aperatlon and the 

Steptianie 

f' *NT! CARLO, Tftl., MP.- P.rin
ceH Clr•ce's f•raily ...... offici•l ntOUnlint 
tod•Y "'lke prisoners" i• their ultle, hound
ed by ~r•phers. 

Thailand'S S u p f e m e 
Court lut niiht lsaued a 
warrant tor the arrest of 
Sinclair after he !&!led to 
appear before the court 
to face the appee.l deci.l· 
!on. 

The court dao ordered 
that ha $t2,000 ball be 
forfeited. 

Sinclair. a former SJd· 
ney bualneasman, was ar
rested ln Banalrolt. tn 
October. 1171 wltb two 
fellow. AUitrallaDs. ~~ 
Ha.,.,ard aDd warren ,_. 
Iowa. aDd ~ With 
hah.. J.. _ ...... ~" ,.,.f 

!11m. 
"It wlll be coatly, but 

we are convinced It will 
be worthwhile and very 
revealln.r," lllD' Cameron 
&ald. 

He aald the other mem
bers of the lfOUP wanted 
to remaln anonJJDOua for 
the t1me ~. 

And, be Ald. be. WCNld 
not renal tile euct 
whf:re about a of the 
wreeb untU tbe ~ 
ope..:~ ... :::. .. ,:;r~ 
there il Mb'.-11 Yalu· 
able," he ..W. 

MONIY .... r::t:fJin 
, L and "We h&Te to r a 1 •• >• ~ sentenced to money tor the jab, a.a1 
eea• jail ao' BaJward we don't want anyone e• 
ean. &ettina tG-. It before ua." 
r . 81nclair1 who al- 111' Cameron Mid tbe 
'.)l'otestea hU lnno- Department ot Transport 
:e. was later found not •had been :>told of their 
J' on appeal and re- plana. I \.1 l f'a-.~~-
~ !rom the ThaI Discuaslons also had 
m In May. been hel4 with Frederick 
~~. prosecution ap- Valentlch'a father. GUido. 
te relative said Mr Mr Valentteb haa tra
lalr's condition v;a.s veiled fro~ b.l,a Avondale 

'be guf's 70 next aaar. be 5 had a heart 
and a stroke a.ll 

te past Qve years, he's 
' deaf and he's JWit 
: four years in a Tha1 
m/' he said . 

FAILED 
ter Mr Smclalr railed 
ppear at the appeal 
lng the judge said a 
-ant would be sent to 
T h a 1 Embassy In 

>err a for approprla te 
action to be taken 

.111tralla. 
1e judge sa1d he was 
dng the arrest be
e SmcJalr ·'hu the 
ttlon or neelng" from 

justice. 
tt the relative. who 
led today to be nam
l&ld Smclalr .was not 
led about the threat 
~Uradltlon. 
4~1 a I procedures 

seem to rule out 
ever bemg extra

.... he said. 
!UlWhUe a boolt wrlt
'Jf Sinclair, "Kingdom 
lelion.s~" was released 

" he clalrtts he was ~ctlm of corrupt 
metals and over

Australian law 
ment omcers on 

• b e was certain was 
"determined witch-.. • 
· • clatms he was 
b jn a "v;eb of de

and oorruptlon, 
no escape." 

I 

iTED 
Ill the British-ruled 

.na and on the Brit-. 
!&Inland. ; 
r both sides of the 
~ with the Iruh Re
a., police bunted 1. 

they believe Is maa-
\ncltnr an INLA on-

rports and ports were 
It •atched In a bid to 
>ffl any new bombing 
~stnatlon cam

l ln. British cities. 

Helghta llorae . to Cape 
Otv;ay evuy lear since 
hts 20-year-ol son dis:. 
appeared on October 21, 
11178. 

Mr Valent1ch and his 
ramily believe Frederick 
was attacked and captur
ed by allen beings In a 
UFO. 

Betv;een 7.06 p.m. and 
7.12 p.m. young Jo"reder~ck 
Valentlch sparked one of 
the world 's greatest avi
atton mysteries with a 
short radio messase just 
before he \'anlshed. 

He told ot strange met
a.lllc objects hovermg 
over him, orbiting and 
following hlm. 

Outside omclal Gov
ernment lnvestlsators. Mr 
Va.lentlch Is the only per
son to have been allowed 
to listen to that messare. 

PILOT 
The Department of 

Transoort and NASA 
omcials have lnvestlsated 
the disappearance. 

The report says the 
youns pilot's blue and 
white single - eni\ned 
C811Sn.& crashed and sa.nk 
somewhere In Bass Strait. 

Mr Cameron said. de· 
tailed charts were now 
belnlt dra.w.n uo by a local 
seaman who said he had 
seen the planes . 

The seaman would navi
gate the boat to be used 
for the salvaa:e ol)tlratlonl 

"We don't know yet 
exactly how deep the 
planes are in the water, 
but I understand we will 
have to use a diving bell " 
Mr Cameron said. ' 

He said he also had 
seen photographs said to 
have been taken ot the 
planes. 

They were now In 
America. 

One, accordln& to the 
man said to have taken 
Ulem, had the same 
markings and color of 
tjle Valentlcb Cessna. 

The door$ were said to 
be closed, and no· body 
could be seen inside the 
cockpit. 

-· --....... ~ " 

• m1sses 
water 
target 

M • I b o urne has 
missed its t•rget for 
water consumption. 

A Board of Works 
spoltesman said. today 
that Melbourne used 1126 
meplttres yesterday 
26 above the target. 

The Board booked H3 
water cheats. 

Th.la brtnp the total 
number o! people being 
lnvestip.ted !or a Ut:eed 
breaches of restrlctlona to 
14M. 

A Board spokesman 
said people were atlll 
belnr eausht for ustng 
ho.ei oublde tbe permit· 
ted houra and eome were 
belnr nabbed for boliDI 
buUdlna. dr\ftWaya aDd =t=-durinc penntt-

~~1f:=:!!l 
1 prtnte prdena may 
watent ODIJ Wit.b a 
haud-bekl ~ between 
7 p.m. and • J).JIL 

Bucket. and watering 
cana ma:; be Ul8d any 
tWJ.'~- <-....-~mmen:lal ~ emlses 
are all<JWM to hand 
held ha..t trom a.mt to 
10 a.m. 

Meu.o.rne hU early 
mominl" ifiuncllntorms 
and seattwed showers to
day but the ~ rti 
apok~ aald • Is was 
unl~ to ~e any 
dlf fellellce. _, 

Hit- man 
guilty 

of iudge 
murder 

From BOB MacDONALD 

NEW YORK. Wed. 
-Convicted hit-man 
Charles Harrels011 
w .. found guilty to
day of the murder of 
"Maximum John." 

''Maximum Jobn" wu 
Texan Judge John Wood, 
who earned the nickname 
for his record of tough 
sentences In drug cases. 

A Jury agreed that 
Harrefson took $250,000 
to shoot. the judge for 
gambler Jtmtny Chagra, 
who was facing tria l be
fore Judge Wood on cirug 
charges. 

Harrelson, 44, \1\'ho al
leged ly boasted that he 
•·never killed a person 
woo w:u undeservmg of 
it," !howed no en1ouon at 
the verdiCt which could 
carry two life sentences. 

Be plans to appeal and I 
told reportel'l! : "This Is 
Just a necessary step In 
the~ progression of things. "I 

WIFE 
HU wife, Jo Ann Stur. 

U , and Chagra's wife 
Elizabeth, 28, were founci 
guilty of conspiracy. 

Charra. 39, already ser
ving 30 years !or drug 
offences faces A. separate 
trial for the murder. 

His brother, Joseph, 39, 
a lawyer who mostly rep

. resented defendants In big 
drug cases. had previous
lY pleaded nllty to a 
eharre of conspiracy and 
tutltled for the Govern
ment asain.rt Harrelson. I 

'Ibe aboottnr of Judge 
Wood on M&7 29 1979 
~a~ the ftr•t mnrrl,;~ rt f .' 
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NOTE FOR FILE 

BUREAU OF AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION 

MELBOURNE FIELD OFFICE 

MINUTE I 14 

------

!1r Guido Valentich (GMH, Tel. 647 2343) telephoned 0900 15/12/82 
to advise that a 11r Ronald Cameron a freelance cameramen, of 7 Roulston Court , 
Noble Park telephone 795 0538 , had spoken to him. 

2 The subject was the identification and raising of C182 VH- DSJ , in 
which !•1r Valentich ' s son went missing in October 1978. The camer aman claimed 
to Hr Valentich "they" had pinpointed three aircraft wrecks "in the area" 
- presumably between Cape Otway and King Island - about 5 miles apart . "They" 
intended to identify which aircraft was DSJ and to raise it , having obtained a 
salvage licence , as all the aircraft were a "certain distance away from the coast" . 

3 Apparently a story will appear in the Herald tonight or tomorrow night 
containing speculation that the aircraft had ~300 , 000 on board, Possibly the idea 
of the article was to obtain sponsorship for the lifting project . 

4 Mr Valentich was concerned that the stories might be too distorted and 
cause him concern. 

5 He claimed he wanted to know the true cause of the accident. 

6 I advised :Hr Valentich Jt would "think" on the matter and call him in a 
day or so . - v~ PM~ { :flf'y/~l--_ 

7 Central Office ,(_v:ood\·tard) and R. D. advised of reports. 

DA . 2529 
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V116/783/1047 

Door Sir, 

JCS:JDV 
12/5/82 

DE~" ,Tn'!ED 
r . 

1 4 MAY 1982. l 
PROCEDU 0 {\'\ _ ·-

Attnchod pleaao find on ll ircraf't Accident Inveotigntion SUIIIl'llarf 
Report coverillB tbo disapponro.nce of Cer:umo. 182 L o.ircro.ft VJI- J)SJ, which 
wa.a boing operated by your COJllPOllY on tho night of the diaappcr..r.:mce. 

Ao per normnl proc dure , o. copy of the report hao been given to 
the owner of the ni.rcraft, the Coroner, and to the next of kin of tho pilot. 

THE lWiil.GI:a 
SOUTHERN AIR SERVIC~ 
llOR'lHERU A VllroE 
HOORAJmTI! lliRPORT VIC 3192 

Y aura f'ai tb..tully, 

for .UJJfr.'CTOR 

·=c. 
I 

j 
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JCS:JDV 
12/5/82 

Ill 

DATE u ESPF'"Ci iED 

1 4 Mf\'( 19~-
PRocEouHF ()It) Dear Sir, 

Plea.oo f'ind attoohcd an Aircrn.f't Accident Inveatign.tion Su.c::m.ry 
Report coverinG the disappoo.r:lllce or Ceoonn. 182 L o.ircra.ft VH-DSJ, when 
piloted by I:r Frederick Valcntich, on the niebt of 21 October 1976. 

a per normal procedure, a cow of' the report has been Given to 
the aircraft ownor, and operator, and to the father of the missing pilot . 

mE COROliER 
CORONER 1 S COURT 
FLTIIDERS LAUE :CXT"i!USIOU 
llELBOURllE VIC 3000 

Youro f'ai thf'ully, 



V116/783/1047 

Dear Dr Day, 

JCS:JDV 
12/5/82 

·~ ..... , 

PROCEDURE () \"'fl. 

Ploa.oe find o.tto.chod on Aircrat't Accident Invcotigation Suoma.ry 
Report, touchi.nc: on the dioappoaro.nco of Coaona 182 L o.ircr.lft VH-DSJ, of 
which you uore the rogiatored ownor :t tho time of tho dioa.ppoo.rance. 

CopieD of the report are boinB mdo o.vo.ilable to the operator, 
tho Coroner, nnd the father of the pilot, £i.D per normal procedure. 

DR C. DAY 
33 RESERVE ROAD 
~~UIUURIS VIC 3193 

Yours fai thf'ully, 

/( ()-



V11u/r83/1047 

Denr Hr VoJ.entich, 

JCS :JDV 
12/5/82 

Pleas find attaohod a.n Airora.ft Accident Invootic<ltion S~ 
Report, covering the di ea.ppoa:ronco of Cecana 182 L airoro.t't , VH-:DSJ which 
your son wns piloting at the til:::!.e . 

Copies of the report are beinc made available to the operator, 
the owner of the a.iroratt , and to tho Coroner, a.o per n~ procedure. 

Iffi G. VALEUTICH 
18 ARVERI; .h VilmE 
AVONDALE HEIGHTS VIC 3034 

Yours fa! th1'ully, 

~ ~. ~~~--·~ 
fer DIRECTOR 

/0'( 
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RECE:VEO I c g--
MINUTE 11 ltAY 1982 

I ASIB VJT 

Ref M116/783/1047 

Director, Vic- Tas Region 

ACCIDENT INVOLVING MISSING AIRCRAFT VH- DSJ 
ON 21 OCTOBER 1978 

Arising from the investigation of t his occurrence, 
an Aircraft Accident Investigation Summary Report has 
been produced and approved for release . Copies of the 
Summary Report are attached and should be provided to 
the aircraft owner, the operator, the father of the 
missing pilot and the Coroner. 

(J . C. Hopkins) 
for Assistant Secretary 

(Air Safety Investigation) 
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1 ~~~ COMMONW£AL Tli Of Au.TilAUA DEN"TMENT Of T"ANIPOI'T 

~ AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REPORT 

............... 
V116/ 783/1047 

'ut.ltcetleft ef thle '•'•" h ewthorlee4 t.y the S.cretery un4er the ,., • .,a elena of Ait HowleeUOft Roguletione 21l (1) 

1. LOCATION OF OCC 

Not known 

2. THE AIRCRAFT 
/Mile ott4 1111 .... 1 

Cessna 182L 
Ce•liflcote of legoattol- ottued to 

Cephus Day, 
33 Reserve Roat:4 
Beaumauris, Victoria 

Dofocu ~••c•••re4 

3. THE FLIGHT 

Moorabbin 

4. THE CREW 

Frederick VALENT! CH 

5. OTHER PERSONS (All 

6. RELEVANT EVENTS 

T ... ef ~.,.,,Vfe 

1819 hours 

s •• ,". 

Pilot 

Holeht . ...... 1. o ••• 
21.10.78 

Tl- (Locell 

Not known 

.. , .. ., .... " Certificate of Aitwa<lhi,..u 

VH-DSJ Valid from 14 February 1968 
o,. ..... 
SAS Southern Air Services, 
Northern Avenue, 
Moorabbin Airport Victoria 

Dot••• ef 4eMet• te ellcreft 

Not known 
Othe• p<oporty ... ,..., ... 

Nut ,.int of intott4od len"'"' P.,..pooo of floght Clete of eperehen 

King Island Travel Private 

"•• Cion of licence Hetlft on ty~ Totol houu Doer•• of '"I"'Y 

20 Private 
Not 150 

Presumed Fatal 
known (Approx.) 

s ••• .,. D.,, .. of tftii.HY • 

The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 1978 and be was therefore authorised 
to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC). On the afternoon of 21 October 197B he attended 
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and. at 1723 hours, submitted a flight plan 
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return. The cruising altitude nominated in the flight 
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from 
Cape Otway to King Island. The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes. The pilot made no arrange
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island. He advised the briefing officer 
and the operator's representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the 
aircraft with him. 

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moor:ibbin at 1819 hours. After 
departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbourne Flight Service Unit (FSU). 

The pilot reported Cape Otway·at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the aircraft 
was at 1906:14 hours. The following communications between the aircrlit and Me lbourne FSU we re r ecorded 
from this time: (Note : The word/ words in brackets are open to other interpretations.) 

TIME FROM 

1906:14 VH-DSJ 

:23 FSU 

:26 VH-DSJ 

TEXT 

MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known 
traffic below five thousand 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic ' 

DELTA !)IERRA JULIET I am seems (to) be a large aircraft below 
five thousand 
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6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd) - -, 
TIME FROM 

:46 FSU 

:50 VH-DSJ 

1907:04 FSU 

:32 VH-DSJ 

:43 FSU 

:47 VH-DSJ 

:57 FSU 

1908:18 VH-DSJ 

:28 FSU 

:42 

:49 VH-DSJ 

1909:02 FSU 

:06 VH-DSJ 

:11 FSU 

:14 VH-DSJ 

:18 FSU 

:28 VH-DSJ 

:46 FSU 

1909:52 VH-DSJ 

1910:07 FSU 

:20 VH-DSJ 

:43 FSU 

TEXT 

D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like 
landing lights 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over 
over me at least a thousand feet above 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm 

er unknown due to the speed it's travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the 
vicinity 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity 

MELBOURNE it's approaching now from due east towards me 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

I I open microphone for two seconds I I 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's 
flying over me two three times at a time at speeds I could not identify 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level 

my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft 

affirmative 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby 

MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is I I open microphone 
for two seconds I I 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it's flying past it's a long shape II open microphone 
for three seconds I I (cannot) identify more than (that it bas such speed) I I open 
microphone for 3 seconds I I before me right now Melbourne 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and bow large would the er object be 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it's stationary what I'm 
doing right now ia orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it's got 
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it's all shiny (on) the outside 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 



,-

• 
~ELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd) 

JP r 

TIME FROM 

:48 VH-DSJ 

:57 FSU 

1911:03 VH-DSJ 

:08 FSU 

:14 VH-DSJ 

·17 FSU 

:23 VH-DSJ 

:37 FSU 

:52 VH-DSJ 

1912:04 FSU 

:09 VH-DSJ 

:22 FSU 

:28 VH-DSJ 

:49 FSU 

TEXT 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET I I open microphone for 5 seconds I I it's just vanished 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft I've got is it (a type) military 
aircraft 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished 

SAY AGAIN 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) I I open microphone 2 seconds I I (now) 
approaching from the southwest 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three 
twenty four and the thing is (coughing) 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions 

my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is 
hovering on top of me again I I two seconds open microphone I I it is hovering and 
it' s not an aircraft 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE I I 17 seconds open microphone I I 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE 

There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft. 

The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000 
feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds. The end of daylight at 
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours . 

The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft 
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and search action was commenced . An 
intensive air, sea and land search was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found . 

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE 

The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined. 

' 
Delegote of the Secretory 

'

Dole 

27.4.1982 
(A. R. Woodward) 
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V116/783/1047 

MR. J . WBST PH.D 
93 WARRY S~EE'l' 
FORT VALLEY QLD. 4006 

Dear lir. West, 

I refer to your letter of 25 December 1981 concerning the occident 
to Cesona 182 aircraft VH- D3J, on 21 October 1978. 

It is confirmed thllt thio Departc.ent is conducting an investigation 
into the accident under the provisiono of the Air Navigation Regulntio1w. 
Tho fundamental objective of our accident investigation activity is the 
prevention of accidents in the future. It is not the purpose of this 
activity to determine or apportion blame or liability, nor are the investigations 
conducted ui th a Tiew to the needs ot potential li ticunto or other parties 
bavin8 interesto outoide tho occident prevention objective. It is considered 
that the interests of parties concerned with matters other than accident 
prevention can be adequately served by their normal ability to obtain access 
to uitnesses and by conoultntion with expert opinion available outaide the 
Department. 

Nevertheless, it is our practice, nt the conclusion of the 
investigation of a oignificnnt accident or uhore an invcstieation bringo to 
light information considered to have safety education value, to produce an 
Aircraft Accident Investigation Succar,y Report and make copioo available to 
relevant partieo. The decision ns to whether or not a ouamary report will 
be produced cannot bo mndo until the investigation io completed but, at 
this stage, tho lmow circu.zs.stances of the o.cc1dent to VH-DSJ suggost that 
production of such a report, and rele11se of copies to parties bavill« direct 
concern with the accident, is likely. 

Because it io necessary to oruru.ro that tho technical inveotigo.tion 
is in suttioient depth to sntisty the accident prevention objective, and 
because of the competing deonnds of subsequent 1nvesti68tions which cannot 
wait upon completion of work nlreo.dy in hnnd, it io not unuaual for our 
investientiono to be extendod over what may appear to be a conaidernble 
period of time. The investige.tion into the accident to VH-USJ has not yet 
been completed and, nt this stage, it is not possible to eaticnte a conpletion 
date \lith any degree of certainty. 

../2 
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t However, please be advised thnt it is not Departmental policy 
to release transcripts of coi:UilUllications between aircraft nnd ground 
stations. 

Please also note there is no unofficial explanation of what 
happened to the aircraft. The known facts will be included in the report 
if the decision is made to release one. 

Yours sincerely, 



The Flight Control Of~icer, 

Tullamarine Airport., 
VictOria. 

Re Frederick Valentich 

Dear Sir, 

'="= 

~~ J 1 to4' ro~ 
~SLt 

John West Ph.D 
93, Warry, St , 
Port Valley, 
Brisbane. Qld, 
4006. _...A 

25 . 12.81 

(07)52208 

I am compiling a report on the above named pilot , who as you 
will be aware disappeared an a routine flight between Melbourne 
and King Island in Oct 1978. 

Your co-operation insofar as I would appreciate an official 
transcript copy of the conversation which occured during that 
particular flight , between Melbour.rre flight control and 
Valentich. 

I would also appreciate the official and perhaps un-official 
explanation of what did happen to Valentich on that particular 
flight , as was observed by flight controllers on that evening in 

question. 
In anticipation of your co-operation I am respectively. 

~OUrs=Yaithfully, 

Flying 
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AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION MINUTE (0~ 

To From Reg ion a I reference Registry use only 

AS(SI) D., V . T.R. V116/783/1047 

Subject 
Date of despatch 

nrssnn Aifi(.,'RAPJ.' • • Cffi!'J1U~ '1821, VII- :DSJ I 21 OCT :BER 19'/8 

')(\ nrT 1~81 -- ~-

Attached is the report on the investigation of this occurrence 

2. Matters arising- The pilot's Ull DUD.l. description of evanta surround.lng his :f'lisbt was 
ear •rly accepted by the local neva J:l8e.la and inaccurate and groosly ampli.i'" cd repor ta 
were distributed by news outlets around t he world. fila l!:!mediate family were subjected 
to unhealthy pres::ruzocs f'rco t o media ~d unscrupulous ol arlatana and it is moat 
unlikely that the true ate.to of' tho pilots cnvil.'onmant uncl porscual p1.•obl<olll8 will ever 
be known. 

3. The Region doea not intend to take any f'urther action in this ~:~atter unless 
positive factual evidence io obtained. 

19 I 10 / 1981 

NOTE : Matters arising should include Regional comments on at least the following- (a) action taken or intended by 
the Regional Office ; (b) recommendations for consideration in Central Office ; and (c) matters on which the 
parties involved have or will be informed. 

D.o .T. 1625 (Rev . 8/77) 



AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT mVESTIGATION 
0 PARTMENT OF TRANSPORT SUMMARY REPORT 

ss ed lo (,.ame and address) 0 erat a a e 

Southern Air Sorvicoo, 
l.or t horn hvouue, 

3193 I oorabbin Ail:port, I 1T<il'J:'. 

Aircraft not located. 

irport 1819 KinB Island :vel r ri t o 

Stat"s 

EICU Pilot 

all passengers and persa 

N Status 

6. RELEVANT EVENTS 

li.t 1723 houro on 21 October 1978 thG pilot ot Vl - ')SJ lo n. tli(;ht pla.n o.t ! oorobbin 
Drietinc Oti'ice for o. Private llicht VI:C flicht, bolo 5000 foot , t o Kins Iclo.nd via. Co. 
Ot\ro.y and return oombbin. oro"X' lisbtinS nt Ri.nc Ialo.nd was not requested. Tho 
a.ircro.ft wtl.B rofuollod to ca ... i ty c.nd departed I;oorobbin a t 1819 houro. At 1900: 2.,.. tho 
pi lo·l; reported a.t Ca.po Otvey to olbourne Fli t Service. .ut 1906: 14 houro t o pilot cd 
r olbourno l?li(;ht ..,crvioe of lmown 't ra.f.f'io. Tbel.'O nono. Tho pilo·t tllen deocribcd t' o 
r.m.noouvros or o.nothcr a.ircr3ft or object in end about his immodia.to., iuity uutil 1912:28 
hours u' on tra.nom1ooioru:; frOI:l Vli- • J coa.ocd. lio .f'w:thcr cormnuni.oa.tiono \Tore received i'ron 
tho aircraft. ~1}}o Diotrooo Phnoo o doclnrod nt 19,3 houro r .. on vn- DSJ fo.ilcd to c.rrivo 
o.t I{in[; !alo.nd and o.n cxtonoivo a.ir, ooo. o.nCl c;round oo:::.roh 'WUI i edic.toly ini tia:God. ~no 
oca.rch c.ction wao tcr .:Jinc.tcd o.t 1900 hours on 25 Oct obe r 197 , en o.ll divora cffort::J 
failed to locate any urcc! o or intormution of o Whereabouts of t ho oircl.'3!t end 
occupant. 

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE 

I:ot dotcraincd - a.ircr..U:t Iilioaing. 
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10. AIRCRAFT DATA 
V116/783/1047 

AIRCRAFT HISTORY -Main!. Release Issued !Current Un11l I Was tl Valod at tome ~ 
O •llfna,Statereoson 

20. 10e 78 19. 10.79 of Accident" Yeo No 

Engtne Mal<e and Model 
Continontal C- 47 

I Propeller/Rotor Make and Model 

l ;cCnuloy C/S 2A:54C66H 

Delectove Component 
Operatong Tome (hro) 

Type of lnspectoor Mo1or Defect 
Total Since O•erhaul SrncO' lnopeclo~ Report No, 

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE - Lost the puncopa compononto whoch were damaged on or os a result of the accident. IS deocrobe the made of damage and ondocote degree and coustt of damage to each component by onsertong .,..,. 
I (impact) F (lore) or 0 (other) on opproproote R.H. Column. IF REPAIRABLE, WHAT IS ESTIMATE OF COST"~ 

Component Mode of Damage Destroyed 

COLLISION ACCIDENT (othar aircraft deto,/s) 

Regi stro loon Make al'd model Damage ro Aircraft 

Owner 

AIRCRAFT CONTROLS AND EQUIPMENT 

Type iJ Wheelo QFloots 0 Sl.ods 0 Amphoboous oOrher 
(ducnbe) 

Londong Gear 
Selector Posrtoan 

Pos1h0n (i) Foxed Oup 0 Down 0 Tron11t 

Wong Flops oup QDown 
Amount Symmetrical Selector Posttlon 

0 Yes QNo 

Rudder 0 Frxed 0Neutrol 0 Left 0Right 
Amount 

Tum Tabs Elevator QFoud 0Neutrol oup 0 Down 
Amount 

0 Foxed QNeutrol oup o Down 
Amount 

Aoleron 
(P or S) (P or S) 

Fuel Selector Posrttons 
Part Engone I Centre Engine I Starboard Eng one 

Recording T achameter 

Instruments Electrtcol 

ANO 20.18 0 IFR Pi] N ght VMC 0 Unknown OIFR ~ Noght VMC 
Ef:iurpment 

0 Lomoted IFR 0 VFR 0 Lomoted IFR 0 VFR 

Other olgnofocant posit ans or recordong• 

D .o.T . - 149D (Rev. 8 77) 10- AIRCRAFT DATA 

Sub II· Monar ont.ol 

Indicator Position 

lndocator Po11tian 

lndtt:otor Position 

lndocator Position 

lndocatar Position 

hours 

0 Unk.,awn 
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10. AIRCRAFT DATA (Cont'd) 5 
FORWARD FUSELAGE LONGITUDINAL DEFORMATION 

NOTE f fuselage os substontoolly ontoct however deformed, select tho poont on ot now lurth.,st forward, descr,be ot end measure the d stance olo"g or 
parallel to the normal longitudonal ax11 of tho aorcroft from thos poir;t to tho front of the polar's seal when lui y forward. 

-----~ 
Oeser pt on of Poonl (rhos may also bo ndocotcd in photographs at Sect on 10 

mm) 

Remarks..-

11 FLIGHT CREW DATA 
PILOT-IN-COMMAND Notoonoloty L cerc:e No ond ~ype Datf'P J ~c@ co exp es 

Surname and not a s) .AuotraJ.ic.n 145103 PPL 31 J o.nun.ry 1979 
Dote of borth L.•ccnce endorsed f;;-;h.s au ·-

V.i\.LillTICll, F. Occupotoon rolt 

Shop Aasiatant 9 J'Wl.O 1958 ~l Yea DNa 

INSTRUMENT RATING 
Aeroolone l st Closs Clou 1 Class 3 Class_i None 
Rotorcraft 2nd Class Closs 2 Closs 4 X Unknown 

INSTRUCTOR RATING A B c None Unknown 

AGRICULTURAL RATING Class l Clou 2 None Unk.,own 

PILOT EXPERIENCE (hours) Total Lost two years Lost 90 days 
SPECIAL EXPERIENCE (enter total hours 
or unknown agoonst any sognofocant otems) 

Foxed Wong in O:XCCGB or 150 houro) U/K Agroculourol lnslrument 

Rotary Wing lnstructeon Noght flyong 

Thrs type of aircraft U/K U/K U/K Gl dong Somulotor 

LAST PROFICIENCY CHECK LICENCE RESTRICTIONS (speedy) Tcsllng Command 
Dote a I.tW 1978 
Type For icaue Cl :l 4 1111. Demorstrot on 

ratiD,z. 

D t..:nkrow DNot relevant 
Was prlot weo·ong correctove 
spectacles at to'l1e of accodent? 

-
DYes X No 

CONTROL SEAT OC..CUI"'IED Fron• X Rear J Left X R ght j Unknown 

DUAL CONTROLS AVAILABLE! Elevator l Arle•on Rudder Thrall e Steerong CroKes 

OTHER PILOT Not onoloty L cence No. and type Dote loc:ence expores 
Surnom one! n 1 a s 

Occupotoon Dare of borth Loc:enc:e endorsed for rhos oorc:roft 

D D 
INSTRUMENT RATING 

Aeroplane 1st Closs Closs 1 Clou_3. CI<U.s_5_ None 
Rotorc:roft ,nd ATP Closs 2 Closs 4 Unknown 

INSTRUCTOR RAT NG A B c None Unknown 

AGRICULTURAL RATING Class 1 Closs 2 
l 

None Unknown 

PILOT EXPERIENCE hours) Total Lost two years Lost 90 day• 
SPECIAL EXPERIENCE (enter total hours 
or unknown agarnst any stgnoftcant otams) 

Foxed Wtng Agrocultural Instrument 

Rotary Wong Instruction Noght flyong 

Thts type of aorcroft God ng S mu ator 

LAH PROFICIENCY CHECK LICENCE RESTRICTIONS spec:ofy Testong Command 
Dote 

Type Oemonslratoon 

t-

Ounknown D Not relevant 
Was ,,.lot weorang correcttve 
spectacles at tome of oc:codenf? DYes D No 

CONTROL SEAT OCCUPIED Front Rear Left i R ght Unknown 

DUAL CONTROLS AVAILABL E Eleva to• Aileron Rudder 
! 

Throttle Steerong Brakes 

D.o.T . 149F (Rev. 8 77) 10. AIRCRAFT DATA (Cont ' d) - 11. FLIGHT CREW DATA 
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12. FLIGHT DATA 1 Frle I Page 

V16/703/1047 6 
Was approval obtomed 

No 0 Yes No [J None 

LliFR ~ NGT [] VFR VMC 

From To 

llooro.bbin Iloombbin 

D0 50 D NOSAR 
Cons. rate EET !Mins) Endurance (Mms) 

147 
~--

Facility 
Phone 

Emergency equipment (describe) Four life j oto 

13. METEOROLOGICAL DATA 

METEOROLOGICAL BR IEFING (attach com of forecast if relevantl 
T Source of met. onformauon [J D 

Other (describe) 
None Route forecast 

~ I i1~b1n Bricfi 1'1> 

In person Ter mmal forecast 
Office 

[J By telephone [iJ Area forecast 
·-'--

METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS A T ACCIDENT SITE .Accident eito not knolm. 
- Temperature Visobolity- -- --

Cloud amount/type BaSit a.m.s.l. [] 0 
Wond velocity 

Day Noght 
kilometres 

[ I [ I oc Dawn Dusk 

14. LOAD DATA 

AIRCRAFT WEIGHT (kg) AIRCP. ~FT CENTRE OF GRAVITY 

LIMITS 0 Take off Landmg Datum 

'121.0_ t--1 70 - nt ro.ce of tiro 11 (o ion o.o) 
Weight (kgl How established Forward ~~~ ·-

Aorcraft basoc weight 
LIMITS [) 47. 411 ni't or (oncludes empty weoght, 011 

and removable cquopment) 775 1 Pl. t . I io.nuAl do. 
- --

Fhght crew (No Pilot l 54.5 . tlodico.l 197 Posot1on ot last take off 

l ~ 
Unknown 

- -
Passengers (No. - .. J Posot10n at accrdent [xJ Unknown 

----
Baggage (Poeces liot huOIUl AGR ICULTURAL HOPPER LOAD 

~· - -
Fre1ght (Preces llot lalO\ml 

' 
Contents (descrrbe) 

or Hopper contents 

Fuel (htres) . 510 I 222. 6 1 Flt . I:.P.nun.l 

Lood at mpact (kg) D We1ghed D Estomoted 

Weogh t a t last take off 1052 . 1 tim:ltod n Reported [] 
--

Fuel/Load deductions 
Drschorge valve positron 

Werght ot accodent llii~ 
Dump effected li yes. amount (%1 

~Yes 0 No 

LOADING CONTROL (desert be bneffv unsatisfactory features of loadmg control such as m1scalculat1ons, madequate load socu,tv, rmproperlv 
consrgned dangerous goods etc.} 

1/ 

D.o.T. 149G (Rev. 8/77) 12. FLIGHT DATA 13. METEORO LOG ICAL DATA 14. LOAD DATA 
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17. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 7 

91ve o conc1sc chronological occounl of rhc sequence of cvenls 

At 1723 hours on 21 October 1978, I.r. Frederick Vo.lentioh 1 -:od o. fiieilt 
plan o.t l~ooxnbbin Drio!'ins Office, for o. Pri to Uicht VliC fli(}ht, in Vll-:DSJ , to 
KinB leland via Co.pe Ot-m.y and return to r oorabbin, o.t nlti tu.des below 5000 feet . 
Dl'.D t:oo:rabbin wo.o specified as 1745 hours with ootimo.ted time intervo.ls of 41 
minutes to Ca.pe Oway Bl!d 20 uinuteo to 1t1nz Island. Fuel endurance vo.o shown o.t 
300 minutes . He diaousood t e weather t'oroco.sta with the roorabbin l3r1ei'in8 Officer, 
but he did not e any roqueot for e.orodro lil;btina to be swi tohed on for his 

• a.rrivo.l nt KinG Ialnnd. It \-188 ootablished thn.t KinG Island Fli~1t Service Un1 t 
had oloood, therefore it would bo noocooa.ry to OMCol • to • elbou:rno Flight Service 
by tolephono on arrival. lie told the riet'ing Officer he seine to Kine Island 
to pi up oongoro, he not ccrto.in ot how co..n,y, but WOUld tolepho110 I~olbo 
Fli.Bbt Service with his ETD Kina Ioln.nd a.r.d details of pa.osoneero and SAil wa.tch before 
leo.vinc King Island. 

At 1810 hours th1t aircrn.i't w o refUelled to capacity. The !lot did not 
lea.vo tho oircro.ft duri!l6 refuellinG ond tho ircraft depc.rtod l~oorabbin o.t 1819 
bourn. Two-wo;y radio co:nmunica.tiOIUJ wore then esta.bli cd with t•olbourno Flight 
Service wno ~oro responsible for maintainincr a cocmunico.tio and SAR watch on the 
aircrn.ft during the course of its flleht . 

At 1900:29 hours the pilot of VR- DSJ reported po31 tion a.o Ca.po 0~ and o.t 
1906z14 hours the pilot aoked Hel bourn F118ht Sel."Vice for known tra.i"fic below 5000 
feet . Ho told there a no kno\m ;.r...r:ic. The pilot then procoadod to deacribo 
in dotail the vo.rioua manoeuvres Cl1"apparently nnother o.il.-crart o~ fly!DG dovico 
opcro.ti~ in close vicinity to hiG ... il:o..- ..tt. ..:>urinG the course or hio deocription 

e atu.tcd his oltituae to bo 4500 feet end c.t 1911:52 hours e reported thc.t tho 
ngine o!' VH- SJ waa running rough but he intended to continue to King Ialcnd. 

:i.elbourno Pliaht Service declt..red th Alert Ph e c.nd ini tiatod action to roco.ll o. 
Kine Island Flight Service officer to duty and activate King Island irport 

ru cy Procedures . 

At 1912128 hours ccm.nrunica.tiona from VH- SJ cea.oed abruptly and no fu.rtl or 
communica.tiono ore r ecoivod. 'l!he DiD so Phaoe wc.a declAred nt 19:;3 houro w en 
the aircraft failed to c.rrive at Kine Iol d nnd an cxteiWive ountl sea. end air 
seo.roh \1a.a inoedin.tely ini tio.ted. Tho oco.roh a.ction was tcrmi.n..'ltod a.t 1900 houro 
~n 25 October 1978, nt'tor divora ond wideoproad aoaroh efforts fo.iled to loca.te any 
w:ro aco or information of' t e whoreo.bouts of t e o.ircraf't o.nd 1 to occupan·;;. 
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• i S. ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSE Fole Page 

v 16/78'5/1047 
JUSTIFICA TJON (state concisely tl!e reasons underlymg tl!e opm1ons dcsc.,bcd 10 Section 7 0 ( th1s report and ind1cote why t s 

opomon os preferred to tl!c possible olternot1ves.} ' 

The ~vo.ila.blo ovidcmce indica.too tho.t the pilot, • doric!: Vo.lontioh woo 
rapidly running out of tiuo. lle had told his fctlily t airlfriond ond ll.GGOCio.toc, 
tho.t he only ha.d ono oubject left to o to cain his Ca:miOrcia.l Pilot licence ond 
he w currently coine to inotructionnl olo.coes twice c. week to otudy thnt aubjcct. 
Hio father vao a.ooioting him finnnoinlly to obtain hio comorcial licence. 

The nm:lOB Of tho GrOund train!DC orscniso.tiono he \ 
e ::rtabliohod. 

a ttendinG wore not 

Cn tuo oc iono oat for and failed all five CPL oubjooto and dur.iJlc 
July 1978, oat for threo CPL subjeoto and fo.iled t ' em. 

He hod notratod Sydney Control Zone durina o. !li{;ilt in July 1970, and 
juot ior to t.'rl.o flight ho hcd received counoolling letter from the now 
South Ua.les Rocicn. 

ior to this !liBbt, VcJ.cntich had mo.de knovn his intention to fly to 
King Iol d for come time and it ,ro,o orally believed by hio fo.mily, girll"riond 
nnd his itmlcdia.te c.cquaintonces tho.t the purpoce of tho fliBbt wa.a to bring back 
cro.yfioh . 

Howover, he told the Cporo.tor end tho I1ooro.bbin Brie!inc Officer that tho 
pu.rpooe or the flisnt was to brine bn.ok ocngcra. ~ere no evidoneo of any 
paoacnsero nt KinG Ialvnd wa1 tine for to pick up. 1\or did ho hr.ve any orders 
for ore.yfieh other than one cra.yfi:Jh, from a member of tlle Air Trainil'la Corpo . 
Ue did not order erayf'iah tr King Iolond rior to tho flic;tt Dlld it happened 
at t timo, no orovrfioh wero a.vaJ.lc.ble at Kin'.J Island. 

He told his girlfriend he would ot her at 1930 houro, n t he could not 
pooaibly keep. He told his father he would be homo after return !rom King Iolo.nd. 

l!o did not reqt·.t~at aorodr li(lhting o.t King Iol~d for his arrival, but 
ho wo a that rr~ Iolond Flieht Service Unit had olo:Jed. It OOctlD poocible 
that he may not hD:v hod OJ:1Y intention of rocccding to KinG Iulond. 

His girlfriend ho.B uta.ted that ho rapired profucely and o v !co 
oholl8 d in any unoX!Jocted or out ot t ho oruino.ry ai tuo.tion. 

It o particularly noticed whilo monitoring the recorded ooomunicationa 
I containing his detoilcd doocription of the other v iclca oouvreo tho.t his 

voice rctll.l.inod •matter of fact• ond completely noxmal. . 

It it ho.d been tho pilot' s intention to dionppea.r , a nu:nber of dircotiona 
of tro.vol were o n to him to 'llaintain commuuica.tiono for t.' o ~riod ho did w:Ulo 
opo~ tinB below 5000 feet. (See VUF Coverage Chart, Page ). 

Howovcr, it ia unll.kely t o.t u ch doe t would hn.vo boon ava.ilo.blo to 
hie and his poaoiblo tro.ckine dirootiono would be lit:l.ited to lmown covoroco o.ro. a. 

lla.d tho n t proceeded e.o plc.nnod ond tho aircraft did cra.oh into tho 
oeo. 1 t is moat probnble thnt wro would hllve been oichtod. 'i'ho o.ircro.ft 
disappc od w1 t O".J.li tr~o and no \lrOO ' wn.s lee tod or inforoation rccoi vcd 
concerninG tho wberoabouto ot t 'tle aircraft o.nd ite occupant. It therefore is not 
poaoible to dcter.aino the cauoo of tho cUso.p o.r3nce but it coc likely t.lw.t tho 
c.i.roro!t did not cr~h in tho oca. botweon Ca Otwey and KinG Ialcnd. 
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19. ACCIDENT PREVENTION 

F d .. 

V116/783/1047 9 

11/A 

20. ATTACHMENT CHECK LIST 

[x] Wotneu statement (No . .•••••...•••.. •.••.•• ) ~ Flogl,t pion D •• T. 4161 

[;] lnves togotor's notes (No •..•.••..•••••••..••• ) iJ Meteorologoco repor s :=1 D.o T. 462 

liJ T ronscropt o f communocotoons ~ J D.o.T. 225 :J Autopsy report 

Specool report (desc:robe) Other doscrobe 

ado.r Aapocts - H. J . Ho.rwood I:oteorolozical hnal.ynis - R. I • Gtibba 
\.'a.tcr/011 Samplo Analysis - R. A. CUT.II:lino, 

Deportment of Defence 
Human Fo.ctoro Aapocts - Dr. D. J . I~ony, 

AllHF 

P . G. Grolulz:l 
S.G. Spinlto 
A.G. Borris 

Name 

J .. C. Sondo1.-cock 
I . s . Smith 

Nome of o ffocer rosponsoble 

I . S . SIII'm 

21. PARTICIPATION IN THE INVESTIGATION 

- +-----_.:::A.:..:H:.:...I:.:.;t 0:::..:1:.:.:• a::,:n.:__ _____ -l Wreckage securtly provo dod by 

Invooticutor in Ch n.r 

l Aosistins Invootiuator in 
Char'"'"" o.s 

Nome of f rst onvestogotor to reach so le 

ll/ A 

required. 

22. INVESTIGATION RESPONSIBILITY 

Sognolure Desognatoon Dote 

A.s.s.u. 12. 10. 81 
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 

!!ISSillG AmC"RAFT, - :DSJ, 21 OCTODm 1970 

Dnroy Hop·an, ioi'inc Cf£io~r, Uoorabbin 

1. liogo.."l io in Air Trnin1nc Corp oo he knows Vo.lentic 1. 

2 . lil.Tivod briefins office a.t 5. 15 O.pi.ArOXi.J::Iately. 

(a) .:Lther anroute rcr U/ViiD . Do didn't knou cu about 11/l C 
ro nta. lie a.ckod if aca.ttcrod SC o.t 3000 OK, 

(b) no roqueot for liQ'lto, and 

( 0) coil::la t o pi.ok U'O paDOCIJGCrB and 1 e clidn' t know hou cony. Ho 
\lould rintS riL u1 th details or POD nnd SfiR I" . I . 

3. Valenti o.p a.rod be in normoJ. !'ramo of oind. 

4. llo LTD K. I . auld n.dvioo IlL tr K. I . 

5. SAR to K. I , Hogttn Baked it K. I . \m&'S o • Sin.co cloood he told Va.lcnti tho.t 
SAR would bo to IIL by phone. 

6. Did noth.in(; about liGhts and didn' t · diocuao 11Gbta with Valonti • Va.lontich 
did not tion liehts. 

1. Aftor Valentiob left, Hogo.n t for a. drivo around e tm:mc.c L\Zld t:'linko he 
sa.w Va.lontioh Ul.zyizlG VHO:.IDD to Schutt's 'toJ:Dao. Be io not rruro that it w.s 
Vo.l.ontic'h. 

a. Per onol.ly h conai era Va.lenti auld be 
maturity. -Ta.sn• t exco_ptiona.l in C-""ly W¥• 

9. Docon' t ltnoll "''·~t bio 
conW.Ct. 

10. lfo ncntion of m'Co. 

24. 10 . 78 

D .o .T . 1572 (R•v . 3/ 77) 

nking ond mnoldl'\8 habito vore. Uo clooe social 

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 



Sub je c t 

• • 
INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 

F d e 

v 16/705/1047 

JEILmG 

F.ang 'i'yooll3 90-6709 

Vii-DSJ m.a refuelled on 21 . 10. 78 a t 18 10 by llon Tyson. 

247 litrea of 80/87 
1 litre oil 

Filled t o brim. Y01lll6 cha.p as pilot did not cot out or aircraft. Left 
icmodiatoly - oow no caro. 

Jet fuel ia l:opt 1n quarantine oo it 1138 t o bo unlockod. He uaod aamo 
tanker t o refuel ~ other airc t in p ioua t h.: o houra oo no clulnco of 
incorrect tuel. 

s •• s. 

LOG Dook After t pilot obtains his licence he cannot leave 
his log cook a.t s .A.s . 

Told s •• s. he w.s pickinG up threo aonecns but 
they boliovo was c.ottillG crayfi • •• 
I . D. s .A.S. do not a.llou cra.yf'ish t o bo carried 

1n thoir a ircra.ft. 

eturn Flif2lt l:ot au...""G but t'ljnlaJ same niGht ~·robably so that no 
one would a e the cra.ya. 

Navaida ADF 
VilP 
HP. 

P . GRM l 
TINESTIG Tea 
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F i le INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE v 16/783/1047 

I1ISS:UIG lliRCRl , Vii-:DSJ : 1970 

liotoo of a oonvoraati vith tho O. I . c . King Ialmld on 24.10. 70 (Dria.n 
Jonoo) . 

He \ra.o on duty fr 

At 1500 o put tl• ....... ,.n.l o. olooille request to I1L FS. atatinc li@lto out 
c.o no t>lannod nichta d o.nd no roquoot for lichto. 

e \roD pulled out of tho eolf olub by tho ItL SOC abou·t 19. 15 a.f'ter t o 
ni.rc:ro.ft reported bl • 

Be put tho o..trrield liGhts on o.t 19. }5. 

At t.b.e ti.I:le r..is 8.3DiOta.."'l.t, G s ho.d jUDt c.rrivod t o also 
put ' o li8hta en tor a do~ Coosno. 402 o..iror.l£t, Vd- CT v 1io1l ha.d beon hold 
up for paooer23 l.'"S e 

VH- .CT \roB then UDod for a qui • oco.rch ound t: o Iala.nd \lith Gmc 
S aa an oboorvor 20. 00 to 20. 25. Uothins ai ted. Ve thor a olute~ 

\lith unlimited viaibillty. 

vr- [J arrived a.t eb 'Ut 1800 honro vitll a band o.nd v.l8 to de n t a.bout 
0300 next oornine. They :vo o.n nt o ha.o a y for the llcuto. 

V.ti- I w.o uoed for a. quic oeo.rc :1 a.t 1000 feet a.t 20. 00 houro to 20. 55 
h otU'IS with :Brinn JOllOB llD an oooorvcr. c d 000 tho Ca. e Otwn.y liahto f~ 
fr tho lie;hthou.oe na woll a.s o.ll tl e Isllmd lichta. .t~collent vioibillty with 
a. clo alcy. Uo cloud and very eta.rry. I fiohi.DG boa to ound t1 o Iolmld llnd 
their lichta on and could bo aeon tor mileo. 

Tl e nol."DCJ. aye to for lighto io for either the pilot or for FliGht Service 
to rinc; up before d and book t ern. Thoro had boen no requeot for lishta. 

o.a apol·on to tho c fio 10 and nona wore rdorod for a.t niGht . 
In r t ' hlld aold out in tho o.f'ternoon and did not llavo any loi't . 

T'no pilot had not booked into o I otol. 

T ey do not recocniao ~ e ~ of t e pilot but the aircr t 
to inc Island boforo. 

D .o .T . 1572 (Rev . 3 177) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 
Fole 

V116/783/1047 

l::R. C.P . MY : Kll& ISLtillD 

I 

I otco made follo-vinc phone diocuooion vi th l1r. Clif'f P . ~ c. omy 
fie ormon/kelp farmer of Kin8 Island en 24. 10. 78 (004/62-1426~ . 

- Re is not cray fishi.n8 until next voek. 

t t c~ f iBbinG June '78. 

- Cannot o.ber "-!ho ho oolle creya to and tho naoe Vc.lontich ana nothi.nc. 

- lTo phone c<lll !'rom Vnlentic ordorlng crcya and if o i 1'Ull£> t ere wre 
no cra.ya a.vai.lablo t'rc.:n him. 

- UnuauAl for ono to expect orD¥D at ~~at t 
ordered there vou.ld bo no robl • 

of ~t but if thoy had been 

24. 10. 78 

D.O.T. P2/1572 

A.G. IWU'-.!S 
IllVr:sT!GATOR 

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 



Kevin l .oCrnwley, 
Hooa Officer, 

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 

ATC n~ r eaa 32D-3704 
Rorw 458-11 19 

Fole 

16/703/1047 

I sp<ili.e t o t:r. K. t•cern.vley on 24. 10. 78 concerl'li.tJ8 tho re t f r om 
11.1". G. Vnlentic , {!ather ot the t:-iaaiJlG pilot ) , tbu.t llio son w.s coins t o 
Kins Iala.nd t o pic · U l) lobatora for e licos. He told me tJw.t the I eoa ho.d 
not ordered any ~. hovovor, a be 7J1:J3 have ca.de privnte o.rra.nzc nto 
and he would chao · it out t niGht. 

t.r. Uc .. ru.vley phonod today and otated that S/Ldr Grnndy hnd ordered 
a. cr if Frederi did co t o Kina Island but there not boon rmy ot' er 
firc1 ordero. 

0 .0 T P2/1572 

I .s. snrm 
DTVESTIGATOR 
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 

Page 15 
COl:Y.t:!RSll.TI 1 \:.'ITII VDTCE 

Vinca onao flev Vii-:W~ on Sn~ 21 . 1 o. 78. ne works a.a Ul.!ID for Sc utto 
(90-3033) . 

- Carried out a Daily Inapocticn before 6 . 00 a .m. 

c:.t 6 .10 a .m. 

- 1l1rcra.i't pcr!o%'rned OK. 

- Tbore \ro8 Q. bit or a 
C idorcd nor.:;o.l . 

ll trom heat r t it dicsa.ppearod a.ttor ohort t ioo. 

- Cn cy b , !'rom Prcn ch Island about 10 oinutes from IJl a. pasco cr pointed 
oat fuol von tina 1'rom F.RS. 

tor landing the cap wa out of e tank and llang1rJg on tl chain. Ile 
reported it to s .A.s. but didn' t enter i·t on mintcno.nce relea.oo . Cn 
Su.nd.ny he w.o at s .t1.s. diocunoinc t o incident o.nd f ound out t1w.t the 
cap had bean rcpoj.rod ¢or t Vc:Uenti departinG. 

P. GIW!Al! 
niV~GATO?. 

25. 10. 78 

UO'l'E -

D.O.T. P2/ 1572 

Don Sownan ia c oc1:1nc t o find out if cap had boon ropa.ircd pr ier t o 
Valcntioh departinG. 
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Sub j e c t 

PE'mR D!J.Rl:E~ : SEARCH MID RESCUE ( 10. 36 nouns, I.. liDAY 23 <>CT013I!R) 

Oil Slick Snnple 

- FiDhinc boat f":tooo Apollo :Bey delayed. 

- '!ill not be nblo to rendevouz vi th R. . A. F . aircro.ft until c.f'tcr lunch . 

- \!ill thorofare not !alOW if rsa:cplo oible until lntcr todc.y. 

A. G. il!UIDI S 
Til\rrnTIGATOR 
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INVESTIGATOR' S NOTE V1 6/7e;/1047 Poge 17 

Subje ct 

CM'.CADt D.R. BtJUrES : 25. 10. 78 

win Rober :Barnca, Capto.in on G159 \dth i~oaocio.tod Airlines. 

- Aloo ATC RAAF ~"ld t 'aore!'ore t o contact t hrough Sqn Ldr. Gra.ndy. 

- Instructed Fred in nav and .. ircra.ft Porfor..J.Once ond recently : ... T . 

- l!cvor flev with Fred. 

- Didn • t drink much. 

- Bas seen Fred ~ uhon he came 
incorrect run\:ey. 

f'roet KI Cl".d ouppos04ly ap 

- Bred wo.a quiet until he got to lnow you. 

- Imp:reooion - I'rcd uauld have had a h tl1Y appron~il to f'ly~ 
- no short cuto . 

- UFO•s - novor mentioned. 

- Fred had mentioned his helicopter ride at t Sllle . 

- llot:ldn¥ ' . 1 o. 76 lle io available, hot10 - '546944, work - 3792908. 

P . Gn.'UWI 
DJVLSTIGNl'OR 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT Folio No .................................................. . 
Station ................ a. .. ra ......................... . 
No .......................... 173 ............................ . 
Reg. Off. No .......... ............................... ... . 
Central Off. No ................................... . 

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Reaion in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTlON .. ~~~ .. ~~1.~~ ... ~-~ ... Date .... IJ.t.tQ..7.0 ............... lRI Time ...... ~.1~ .............. . 
AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking ..... ~t~~ ..... ~~ ....................................... PILOT: Name and Initials ..... J.I.Lift.liJ ................... . 

OWNERJOPERATOR .... ~.~.~~~ ............................................................................ FUGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VFR If 
lFR 

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type) : 
Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 
bi" .. ' Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 
FLIGHT: Last departure point... ...... ~.~.~ ............................ First point of intended landing.~ .. l~. Fit. No ................ . 
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) ............................................................ ... . 
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, wltb romment and suuestions: 

Ill 21081, YB I>SI DJ:PAB!'liD DlbBBD o• A PJUYAH 'ltifJL rLICDit !'0 nJO ISJ..dD 'IU ................................................................................................................................................ _,_ .. , ....................................................................... ·········· 
.. ~~ ... ~.~ ..... ~ ... ~ .. ~ .. ~~~ .. ~ .. ~~: .... ~ ... ~.~~ .. !~ .. ~~.}~~~ ..... ~ .. ~ ..... 
.. ~ ... ~~.~ ... ~ .. ~ .. ~~ ... ~ .. ~ .. !~~.'-~~ .. (~~~ .. ~ .. ~ .. ~~~~~ .. ~~~~~-~ .. 
.. ~ .. ~~~.~ .. ~! ... ~.~~ ... ~ ... ~~-~ .. ~ ... ~~ ... ~~~.~ .. ~ ... ~ ... ~~ ... ~~~ ............................ . 
Q.at PJWII '])JOL&JtD. !'D UJrJtift fHD llDB A IUiiBA ama<>lr !HA!' !BI U .7 .o • VAS 

o o o ooooo o oooo o oooooo o oooo oo o oo oo oo oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo•••oo••••oo o oo o ooooooooooooooooO•o•o•oooooooo o ooooooooool••ooooooooOoo•ooo o otoo•OOtoooooooooo,;••ooooooooooooo••oooooooooooo•••••••ooooo•••oooooooooooooooooooooo•oOo•••• 

.. ~~.~ .. ~ .. !~~~~ ..... ~~~ ... ~ .. ~-.. ~~ ... ~~ .. ~ .. ~.~.~ ..... ~ .. ~~.~ ... ~~ .. rn .............. .. 
OPIR.A!OI DII:LARID DISTDSS PBAD BUf OPDltton ~ fBAD WAS tO UIQD A! ALERf ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
Ul'l'U, &!A KD:I ISLAliD OJ' 0928. At 0933 OPIIAfiOII VPOIADED PilAU to DIST~ • ..................... , .......................................................... , ...................................................................................................................................................... .. 

.......................................................................................................... ......... , .................................................................................................................. . 

............................................................................................................................................................. ) ........................................................................... . 

..... lip ..... .P...C ..... JtiDa .................................... J)eelpa"iQa. .. .l,IJao..) ......... ............................................... J)ate· 21/10/18-····· .. 

NOTE-H you desire an aclmowledgemeot of this report. please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
.............. .. ........... .......... Region 

Name ............................................................................ /. ...... .. 
Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning .............. . 

. , ................. , ... , ............. ,., .......................................................................................... . .. 

............ ~ ................................................................................ on I 
For future reference it bas been allocated No .................... ............................ . 

Yours faithfully 

I I 
DOT2lSP For Director 
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3 1 OCT 1978 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

.... 
Foli~ No ... ..... ··· ·Mr .. ·· ·· ......... .. ........... . 
Station..... ..... .1 .. ' \,.,. ......................... . 
No ....... ................. ~~~ ....................... . 

/ 

Reg. Off. No. . .. . .. . .. .. .. _.,..... . .... . 
Central Off. No ........................ ............. . . 

AIR SAFETY (NCIDENT REPORJ 

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION ... ?:1ft:. ... ~T..;.4. .'f~}(!.~~ ... J:. .... Da~ .... ~J.. .. ~.<;I.. . ..f9.1f:Loa.J Time ... J'I.(Z-
AIRCRAFT: Type and Mark.ina .... .. Cf.$..F..~.~ .... ./f.J ....... Vfi..P. .. S .. T..PILOT: Name and Initials .... Y/1. ~.'Y..fi..~. H. .t= ... . 

OWNER/OPERATOR .. ... ~ .q, ci. !Jt.{i(?.(l! .... /il~ ..... ~€fJJ({.~qj. .. ......... .. ...... FUOHT CA TEO OR Y: (underlinel..YfR 
IFR 

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): 
Rqular Public Transport Charter , ~ Agriculture Aerial Work 
Private Aircraft Test Fliaht Training Dual Training Solo 

FLIGHT: Last departure point... ... Ct.P.~~M.~~.~ ........................ Firat point of intended landing ... K.I.IXf.: .. .I. ...... Fit. No ........... .. ... . 
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable)...................... ................... ... ..... . ........ ... . 

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES. wltb ClOIIUileDt ud aggestioos: 

........................................... ~fY.~.t..~4-::. ....... t7d.-':- .E..I,.I.N.. ~ n.a.1./. ... ,;;; .. .. d:Jit ,&: tter /'? / .r .r" tV e-

.......................................................................................................................................................... \ ............................ ....... ....................... ......... ............. .. 

([) ........ 1:.!:. .... .. . !..f .. P.f../9. ... t::r.:t~ ... .. r..ij_ ... ~S..J:. ....... P..rif!.t:Wb-:r':b., .. ... ~ .. Ctt;,tJJf.A.IJL,.N. ....... 6tZ ...... K.1..N .G: ....... . .. 

...... .l.f.f.~.P.. ....... O.N ........ t.l: .... ..... Y..C:tf../(Y .. Y ...... E..f.i.C-:b~r.: ..... :o.?. .... k.(..~f.: ... ..I.-!..~~.D. .......... P.. . .S...X ..... .iJif.'f>v.:?..U:.l:> 

.... ~I:'R.: ... rlr.Y. A1. y.. ..... &.:. r.: ....... (?.. ?...t2.a ........ ~.~ .. TJ:t .... /.f:.fY. .••.. e:.r.: 11 ........ k..f.~r-., ~:f.1..11:1Y.~ ......... Q.E.. ....... .9...'J..6 .ft. ................ . 
" ' ' .. -® ......... t.r.r: ........ ~9..a.6. .. i ...... .... P..$...;r ...... tf.4!..g.II.H-T..~i) ........ l!.'!.~~.~t.?. ~r.r..f. .. ':l.. ...... o.£. ...... Arv.. ........ rtl.de.~r..f..:: .. 

.. l..':Y. ........ AI.?. t!.:B ....... !..t.n.C.V.. ....... l:t.?..~ ..... t;;.().V.".I>.. ..... .. .£€..~ ....... 4.ffl:.t.t.r:....$. ......... :. !lt.l/f.. ..... /J.~.r.: ....... ~ .!?.~. D .l.f.t;.. a)>. .... . 

- ..... ~ ...... .#..!!.R.I.I!.t.: ..... Altr.:N.zr. ....... fY.~ ....... !.:I::t..r.:t: ....... r.t.rY.t:.t..k .. : ....... ~.1. .. 1L.L ...... W.H..4f.N. ...... 8.R.: .... .&.e.~d. ~~ 
... A:r.Y. ....... #:t't. ft:.:.i.!Xil":: ...... t.f.P.Ir!.f .l:t. .... t.#.!!. f.l(..!.ft.9: ....... f.?~4?.8 l.~ ...... ~!..{.]f ..... ?2!..-f!. ... .. t.fY.!.P.!Y. T..l.ll..rX. ...... 1:r1.~ ... . 
....... £-:{)..~.r.z.n..JI..ti. .N..41r. .. .. ..... r.:o. ....... k .! .. N..r.. ....... l.:f.'..~A:;<Y..~ .... ,: ..... EtR.. ...... &..s.?..~!~+.ifY. .... &..~~T... .... .. I1..ta.s~ .... . 
...... ~r!! ....... P..§;.~~ ..... ..... ~.IJC~ ...... .. I.f.:{!.f?o. .. ()..~l).tf..E. ....... !l:t.:tt!ll:i.9.YY..~~ ..... f.!f!.c.., .. ~.fl.~~ ...... t.:kn. .V..t1:Z6-~ 
... .. t.t.r. ..... k.l~Y.: .... J . .f..~.d.IYL>. ....•... k..!.!Yr.: .... !.f.~~ ....... t::.I::.!.~/.~.T.. ..... ~~.V.~.~.'f.. ...... ~~ ..... /&,;A:.f:?..~ ... ... ?1 .. J?o-;7. 

@ .............. I.!..C ...... 0..9.. .. (./.:L ........ $.ti.I.D ........ ~.!:'!..n1::~r. ........ bl.fJ::tt ........ f.a:P..T.:. ........ ~.!. .iJ.1. .... ..... P...g;r ........ f.!.~ ce 

............ 711.~ ..... A.1llf..bt-.P..i::. ...... ./.&:1.-.Q ......... /?.IZ. L.'~iJ.Il lf~lr< y.. ...... .f.IH!!4£. rJ:f::b ......... ~.C/. .1(. .(.')/.f:: ..... l.l:.l.. ......... ~ .. f:q Q .. 6-::. ,~-... . 
: .......... !.?f./'.~ .. ~ .. ~~ .+.t:!f.lr..)'. ....... T.l:i ~: ....... 4. .I:'!. H. r. ....... k?f.t.~ ....... Ctl.l. ....... ~.Q.~r./.f!l..ll.ov.£. ....... 4/.tr.~. ~.IY. . ! .. ~/.1:-:!21). .IY ......... . 

.. .. . . . . .. ~~ .r:!~ ........ !:':!. ~';.~. ~.'!..~!!.. ..... r.~~ fr..l:tT.. ........ ¥..'!.1. .. '!..~.t;ff. ....... .t.d. ...... T.!.t.!..f ..... !.t:!l.fHJ .. ,~-...... 'JJ:I.i£. ....... (.':!..(, Y. H. r.. ......... . 

......... ~'!: ...... 4..~~ ..... .!. .. ~Y./?..!..':7.~ .. 'C.!. .'!.fE. ........ r). .{.7: ........ ~Q...f..~d. .. t;;. ........ t.?..~.r..t .. r.:!l..i?..V. ....... .. ..... ......... .................... .............. . 

(j) ........ ?!!. ~ ..... P. .. ~£ ?.?!~f.~ ........ I!.I.P.J:!f. ff.. .. ..... M..~ .. .... .. .. P..~4d!l:.,t:~.~.Q .... .. l.!::r.:. ........ (). .. 9 .. 7. . .3.. ......... 1::! .. ~.l}:f. ....... !}( ff.:. 

NOTE-If you cles1re au aclmowlqemmt of this report. please place :r~ DUDe ud addrest bereunda'. If these details are oot given. 
no aclmowledganeut of rec:efpt will necessarily be made. 

--------T 
Dear Sir/Madam, 

................................. .. Region 

Name ...................... ............ ........ .. ... .. ....... ..... .............. ..... .. . 
Thank you for your Air' Safety Incident Report concerning ......... .. 

... ... ........ ......... ............. .............................. ....... .................... on I I 
For future reference it bas been allocated No. 

Yours faithfully 
Da~ I I 

DOTllSP For Director 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT Folio No .... .......................................... . 
Station ................................................... . . 
No ...................... : .... : .... ~ ...................... .. 
Reg. Off. No. .. . .............. ...... . 
Central Off. No .. .............. .. ..................... . 

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. lf more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION .... ............................... ................ ........ .. ... Date ........................................ Loca.J Time .................. .. 

AIR.CRAFf: Type and Marking ... .. ......... '1. /:f ........ D J.~ ........... .. .... PILOT: Name and Initials... . . .. .... . . ... . 

OWNER/OPERATOR ........ ........................ .... .. ..... ....... .. ...... .. ............... ....... ............. FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VFR 
lFR 

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type) : 
Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 
Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 

FLIGHT: Last departure point.. .................. ........ .... .............................. First point of intended landing. .............................. Fit. No . ...... .. 

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable)...... .. ................................ .............. .. . . 

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEV ANI' CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and ~UggestioM: 

'1~ .m~ ?.~~~ ~ . : : 
...................... i) ........ t:!..t!..f.H. ...... s.'..tlf.t4.Y:t. ....... '1.1 .. ~If.... ..... ~.~ ......... '::.f?..!..T.. ......... 4..Y.. ....... '&..If.. ...... P. .t?r.:!.~ .. 4/..t1 ...... tJ. .?(!~(!~/:; 
.......... Otl£. ...... o.l?..t. .. f)..~7 ..... l.~ .... .... P.. !..~f.:~n!:'!..f:: ....... t1. ..... ~.f:l.IE.F!IJ:.4!.. ....... t(..Y..=:1X.If=f....r. ... .. . :r.c. ...... !?:t.v.: ...... l?.a.:?..r.. ?.?..~,~ 

........... 0. .. F. ........ f.. ~#.1..4. ft-. fl. ...... ... 0. .! .. !,. ... .. §.~:-:-, .! -~ .. ~ ........ .. 1.4d.P.. ........... !!. .. t!:tJ.f?.t~ ........ l.5J. //. .. ...... /?. ~7 r.r!.Lq-,1:(. &. .. ~. ~ .......... ........ .. 

. .. ~: ............... £). . .' .... : · · · ··~'1:.~.tY.. ....... -4.g;-:H.r:. .... A.!./{ft!t.?. .~~r.:.7 .... ~.(.0.:.~.<!t ....... !. .. ':'!..!Y:.~A: .. ':-:-: ..... I.!(~.V.~.~.t.t.f.:?.~ tY. ... . 
::.' .... ~ ... ~t.fr.c.-!:':1.~ .1 .... C.9..v.N..i>. ....... .P.9.J.r t.4.W. ....... Q.M.t1l..~ ......... '::'!.H.:~ .. .... c..v. r:. ....... ~.E. .. ...... ~r. .. f:.':!!.E ....... ~.~ .. .. 4.~ 

.................... m.~r. .. ..... .l:b!i:D ......... n ....... (;:.+:.t M ./.5. ........ ~ ....... E.. tX ..... .I?.P..r. .. ~ .T!. . ~...:v. ....... ~«-..a ...... .1.1.1.1. ........ P.o .. ( .. ~-~- ..... .. 
..... ... ... . ... ~ ............ 1:-::'P..!..r:. ...... ?../. f/::l:f:t:: ........ 9../F.. .......... D.. If#!. #.1. ~ ................................. ................................... .............................................. . 
. .. . . . ... . . ..... . . ...... . . ...... . ... .... ........... . ........ . ..... . . ................... ............. . ........... ,. . ... . ............. !'' ' """'"''''"'' " '"''" '''" ' ' ' "'"''''""' ' '' ''' ' ' '' ' ''"" ' '"'''''"'"'''"""'''''''''' 

................................................................ ............... ........................ , ...................................................................................................... ........................... .. 

NOTE-If you desire a.o aclmowledgement of thJs report. please place Jour aame and addras bereunder. lC these details are not given, 
no admowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
....... .. ... . .. ........... Region 

Name ................. .......... ....... .................. .. ........................... . 
Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning 

Address ............................ ................................................... . 

.. ...... ........................................ ................................ ... ......... on I I 
For future reference it bas been allocated No. 

Yours faithfully 

I I 

DOT:WP For Director 
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE V1 6/783/1047 

I·l!SSil G CPJiFT : -'DSJ : 21 OCT 1978 

1 otoa r du.riu3 o. preliminary c nvoroa.tion wi't!1 I~r. G do Valontich. 

I r. G ido Valontich ia tho father ot Ilr . Frederic Va.lonticil . Be vioit od 
thio off ico on 25. 10 . 78 tor the pu.rpo:so ol hoa:rina t 10 ta. o recordina concerning 
the tliooin(; t:Urcrnft • DSJ in order t o identll'y hio oon' a voice. The following 
notco wro e durin.:; convoronti vi th t.r. Velonti • 

- Predorick woirked tor en 

- lie wna attonclin(; lectures for Cam::JCrcial Pilot IieteorolO(tf. ThcGe lectures 
were conducted c.t Ec:lendon rt on TuesdAy nightu end f'ra:1 '1300- 1700 1 aura 
EST on Snturd.o.Y a!tcrnoona a.t IIoorabbin. fie did not l:nov the orewuoa.tion 
or lecturer. 

n _ ·iday n1~1t 20 . 10 . 78 eric had retired about 2230 houru FS:J on 
Sa.turda.y morning 21 . 10 . 78. Ire hod eaton a light b.roaltta.st ot o ~e juice, 
cereal a.nd coff'oo :r;rior to coinB t.o orl'" a.t I oonco Fonda . He would ho.ve 
finis ed w r k a t 1200 hotlrll :.t.: and driven to Uoorabbin to attend tho lectures 
a.t 1300 hours bably wi out ho.vinc ea.ten tmy lunch. The l octuroa wore t o 
fini a.t 1700 hour:s o conoidoro t eric - vould htl.vo eaten oOIJO 
ta.ko o.w.y food !'roo a ~ on::.lda bur shop notlr I oor bbin ao thio ia hia 
nonnl p;ra.ctico. Ho rocru.led tha.t I'rodori was in norcol good 8p1ri to an 
S4turd~ ~. 

- Frederick woa a bl ood donor end go;vo blood a.t tl e City Bank on Tucoday, 
17. 10. 76. 

- Prcderi ,.. , 8 poroonol doctor w • PWlha of vondale HoiGht8. !!e WB l!ndel.'-
GOin8 troatoont for a 8ldn complaint and w.s ta.k.ing pills for t.1te c o:nplAint . 

- Recent et~ployoonta :Diapo a 
ana Found£1ry 
C roial Liccnc C 
n.n.I.T. 

. • 
: 

0 : 
: 

' oka 3.5 months 
5. 6 months 
6 months 

- • inonciDJ. , d had no ble • As fo.r aa own ho owed not inG'. lie vao 
&reus to tl o facily on 6lUl.ivoro<J.rioo , etc . Hi o f thcr oi8ted Fredori 

fil'l:lncll\lly with hia nyi.l'lc. 
/ .. 

- The1~ ware no oblc nt h . . erick did hio o ot ~1e hoce dutioa. 

- Ji'rodcric ~ 8 i n t1 o !I'r.JJ.ninc Corp ao c. ot D.l d t on o.s an iruJtruotor. 
He applied for a. position o.a Radio Tcc'11. in tho RMIP about 1976 but vas not 
succoootul.. 

- He vnnt a ca.rcor in nvia.tion o.nd ainco ho mooed out en tho , ccidod to 
tinioh hio C orcia.l Liconoo and oventw:Uly ot into Airlines. He wanted to 
o'1ov evoryo o, includinc tho .F, t . t 1 o cou.ld do it. 

- ~~deri • alWD\YD bod tho ido that o ople v.mted to otop hi n ouccoc<l.!.nB 
so ho didn' t diocuoo his flying or into tions ldth a.uyoue. lie juot \IOJltod 
to c.~t tl au@! end ourprioe cvor. 'by shovinG t .Otl that ho could tu.o.lly 
do it. 
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- .. • Section No . T,tle 
CONTINUATION SHEET n:\h..:::SJ.'IGN.OOR' S !Ial'E 

SUBJECT 

J:'i .. D. finl boli<JVCr in UFOS. lie hod B :ved o.rtioleo a.."ld inf'orcat ion 
on uroo, roo.d "Chnriot ot ,. tho Gods" and other booko ond t to o uovios 

tho aubjoct . ;a; is intero t aUlrtod w: en he wan at oltool about olx yoaro 
QGo. llia lief bocn c o od roc ntly en ho t:.0 110\:Jed to oco tl e 
RAilF' a contidont ia.l .f'iloo on UFOa nt t Sol.e twd a.t Lnv r t on. Be vouldn' t 
dioouno thcao details wit h hla fo.mlly a.o t oy were o idontial. 

- o or oov a. UFO one JliGht. o oolled Fred and h oov i t too. It w.s o. 
lisbt, ten ti o lor r thnn o. star, stationary tor a ile end 

moved off t a t ad. T'nis hal' enod bout el~t con a ago. 

- llio t thor eventually be cOnVinced thc.t uros exiatcd. 

- l'rederiok orri cd about ttac• i'rOt'l uroa what t:: ay could do. Hio fo.tbor 
ho.d told thoro no ling they could do and oo no point in worr,fincs. 

- lli o f a thor is ll!lflure a.bout t Bhcnda ton (Fredori ' o cirlf'riond) ho.d said 
c.bout thom c;oing out on Saturday nidlt (21 . 10. 78) . ne lmow Fred coins t o 

h and tbin]:a oomothinl; bout hor state nt is fioby' but do on' t know \;T}mt . 

- Fred' o .m.a GOod for important ttoro but he occoticoa overlooked 
\UUmJX)rto.nt thine • 
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INVESTIGATOR' S NOTE 

I ! SS!t& llmCMlT, Vd- DSJ : 21 OCTOlillR 1978 

Diocuoeion th I1ioo n. Run 1ton on 24 Octo 1918 

Poge ')5 
t) 

l1ioa Rhonda h ton of 3 Dradi'ord t..vo , oton ( telo l01'lO 411- 2479) 
lQ.O a olooo friend of pilot ot C182L, VII- which be~ mooina on 

21 October, 1978. Sbo vi.Ditod the Regional Office and l:'OCd to uaiot in tho 
iuvcottsation c or.'lil'lG the a.ircra!t and o poooiblo a..ctiono ta:kon by tho 
pilot . 

• 
Iri oo R-..taht on otatod silo "ju.ot 17" yco.rs ot • • WJd thn.t oho worked 

a t 'tho lli.Ql vl of 743A Gilbert Rood, RcoorYoir. 

Sho a.dviced a o lo.ot onw Valenti an l'rido.y nicht, 20 October 
1970, a t about 9 . 00 p . 1:1. , after llo had tiniohcd work o.t tho Diopooa.lo, 
139 o Stroot, Hoonoo Ponds. In air c uvorea.t ion it bo evident to 
her tha.t he · f'orcott he oaid e would U\lre h r out on So:~ n.i{;lt. ~o 
forthcocine fliabt to KinG Islond wn.o dirJcuaood, and to tiler they evolvod tho 
o eclule of de.}Prtu.re r oombbin 1600, land 1 inC I s land 1730, piok ul) Cl:O\Y'fioh, 
leave 1000, land !.oora.bbin 1930. Ao it v.:: a. 20 minute rive fror!l tho airport 
to Fl:'Cst cn o o •stod Val ti put hie coed clo c in lich to ~e l r 
out, in o ®r on ho le!'t hooo early on Sc.turdey. 

Since o airc t went miooinG, o o bD.d oocn tho cn.r o.t I!oor :bbin, and 
lC8 o.ware that no clotheo wore i n it. :rrou her experience, Valontioh wns 
probably voo.rine a. tri-colourod brown o.nd w ito j r Md brOun ol.acluJ, his 
usuaJ. 1'1y1ns clo and o liovod he voul.d have oorricd \li. th bin a bl e, 

o:rt ra.incoo.t, very oimilo.r to those worn by Rn.J.P raonnel , no t is w.a his 
"&"'Cod 1 lr ooo.t " (llio worda) . 

DiBc inC poaoible oov onts or Valontich durinS o do.y a· e boliovod 
he uould hr:.vo lo.rt har.o , i t hou.t lmvinc bre :to.ot, sono to vor , not en ten 
1 oon, en c;ono t o tho tutoriAl ol.nos zs for l is CO!DCrcial ilot I iconce, 
at I oora.bbin, and s'ta\Yod there (no · e 10.0 nov aware) til a.baut 1'{00 IS'f. 
I o::Jt Jirobably the pilot en nt t o ! Don.a.l.d ' o t4l:o o. !ood otore noar 
So t1llond, on tl o r epoan lligml to purc1'w.oo rood. She bcliav he would haw 
ordorod 11two Dig Idl.cs , tuo ooooburc;er.s , a. fillet of fi 1 o.nd OOtlC chi u, tmd 
DOot J; r ooo.bly would hr..vo dro.."lk n cn.rton ot Coco.-cola.. 

I1i oo h ton said Vc.lent i \nlS a. "biG cater 1 and tho.t he al:w.yo a te 
olouly, W1d oho boliovcd e v auld havo driven t o the b 1 and cat in hizs o 
!'a.cinc tho nee. uhile o tine. 

J\al·od concor .'lin.:; Vo.lcntic driu!dna ha.bi t , ' a to. ted be novor .. were 
t tvo alcoholic dril:lk8, uauolly beer, and af'tor theoo he rcn:ninod on oo!'t 
drink. Sho on volunteered t1 o inforr.ntion that Valentioh 11 n• t himcolr 
f'rido.y nicilt11 • Tha.t UO'U.DJ.ly ho 1o choortul, o.nd out\ro.rdly v ppy, but 
unde on iday bo :as not qui to in tl opiri t of thi.nGD. 

To her l::novlodot hio hool w.o cood, be didn' t lmvo a. cold or o or 
oinor p ical nilce11tD , o.:Jd oo £ l:' o.o ho we o.~ he wao not taldnc rmy volt 
mdic tion tor c om;pla.into. Tl e ollly t!li.Ilc BllO c ould offer vao that ho :uo 
toltinc Coz:zyoin capsuloa f or a fa.ciul ro.:J' , and t t he \130 not t o ot 
du.iri product a . 
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Other fii~1to e had o with Valmltioh re fr t oora.bbin to oendcm, 
end by wr10UD routeo, aidlt-c:leein8 · city•a promin t features . She st\id 
~ was iDproa od by t V:alentich of a.ircra.ft, and that Dhe c idorod him to 

"n very coed pilot" . 

IIouovor, m of oome unu.aunl l:w.bito had .'lilo f lyinG. ' Theoe 
concerned e use of the i'o4io. o a: ummlly 11cllclt d" e cicropb 
button tor tro.naoi ttinc, and that 1 e r put it "' in tho rnck , but loft the 

crophono on 01.'0, bee e ot hia lou tionn, i t oomet · o o.ctivatod. 
n nlao had the J..1ah1nc or rubbin(; e m1 on hie jui:Jpor alcove 
before uoirla 1 t . 

She ta.tod VoJ.enticb. lone lo~ oncl thnt after n riod of t 1 t wna 
hio habit to rol e c t end to puah 1 t ro~, ch QGOJ.n scoot o 
opora.tcd t.! o cicroph h1a lnp. She of o opinion tl o "motnllic noi " 

tionod in the n~ r could boon tb o at slidinG ro , \"1i tho 
Ilicrop.'umo tra.nm:li. tUnc. 

I iac R hton had no knoulcdea of hov Valentich uaod th encine to fiy, 
u en a.olcod. e tren ollid abe co idorod "u.suolly ovoroa.utious", thD.t bo 
lil.""O:J to think t ~ 11 o.hoad n."ld believed that he uld hn.ve ontorod the 
o.irc t ,~ .~·~ e lifo j t . She oo.id Vo.l tich ol ~~s had a plc.n to cover 
posoiblo rc;oncico , e .froqucntly bo n told on flyinc tho.t "if ina 

Ol"l(S, look for o. otmi.cbt roa.d or o. l<mG pndd vi t hout fcncco" (Vol ti • o 
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CONTINUATION SHEET n iVISTIGATOR' S llOTE v 16/78,/10·l7 

SUBJECT 

vorda) . Sho o3id Valenticb al~ t11ouaht be! ore he a.oto<l , albeit mpi~-Y, he 
never ted instinctively. 

Tho tter of unidantifiod flying objects, then t1 e r:r.J.bj ct ot Bt ell din 
OOV'OrQ6e, ws raised. Sl e cdvi ed t.lult en out driving 1n o Da.nd ont: RanGes 
on Sundo.y 15 October 1978, Va.lentich hD4 oo.!d to hor, "it a UFO la.ndod in hont of 

nov, I would go in 1 t , but novor i out you" . Other Btlbjecta lwd been dio
OUD:Jed durincr t o drive, mo.inly of social interest, but ~alentiob hzld oozili:IODted 
to o 1 the oubjeot oL "eve body its out to y - there is not 
enOUGh loft tor body - ople wuld hnve to ote.rvo" . 

I 

IIfoo tan waa a.w.re VBJ.entiob bad cllppiJle on UFO' but ohe didn' t 
oonoi him an avid collector, but juot ith an avo intoroct o sub ject. 

Tl rof eronce to a. land~ UPO, on 15 tober wa his only ref erence to 
the oubj ct :thc.t day, and on o r occosiarm such rerercnc a lmve en veey 

ort nnd never in o.rr:1 dopt • 

concerning his pcrsonal1ty, latls ton ISDJ.d Valontiah bold 
problo "in e ct ' a Di.nd", and t."mt he "held t e DB a l iat", and em 
he h.cd worl:od out n solution, h e t4lly croaoed it oft. 

He bad lied to her soon ter ir first oti..na, thnt he pa::~ood 
his coteorolomr subject for hio o 1nl licence, and a.!'tor f contha he 
admitted t o his lie, and tha.t ho re tina tho subject. She omd he luld "no-one 
to tAlk hio bl out with", but oh he 'bad long vi th a. Robert 
13orlll8, bout tlyinc end flyinB obl 

l s h ta.n \l4:l.8 
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INVESTIGATOR ' S NOTE V1 Gf783/1047 Poge 3 8 
III SS RUS!JTOH 

I ou ht WJJJ O"'nuidored by e illlfcatiGBtor to bo an honoot and 
de ndn'ble witnooo. Altl1o Gh Youn& eho ceon t o be a ata.blo person for her 
yoo.ra . She obvi ly cored 'l:"'atl.y tor Valenti c.nd in o titlo or 1cr 

q\lt\intn.noo w.o .rou.d to bo o.ouocio.tod wit.lt h1l::l, a.o a pilot o.nd bccauae or his 
phyoiquo and hio a.oaocia.tion with tl.e Victorian qu.a.dron or the .ir Tmin:in(.; Cor; a . 
To asmoo o:rl t t io Dhow e ot her beinG improooiona.ble, but not outoido her 

ora. 

'l'llo inveatien-tor (£0.1ncd o improaaion that Valenti hnd o ocen l!ic::J Ruoh t on 
carefully, a.o o to diccuso bio obl vi , OJ e be~ recoptivo, per po 

so on a eirl ot 1&-20 yoo.r::s, wo miGht . :vo xejectod hia probl and ide .n 
o.nd pushed hiD ide. 

Tho icp:reooion OJinod t I · oa Rv.ohton becocinG a.waro that Va.lcnti 
"di.f'ferentn !'roo bor c ·or male o.cqua.inta.nceo end tha.t · be1na uoed a 

n ropn, bo.ood on tho p'hra.oo used o.ncl tho t of oo o of her c to . 

J . C. SMIDEHCOOK 
DlVISTIGll:t.: 
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 
F de Page 

v 16/78"3/1047 

iiSSIR" .AmCRAPI', : 21 OCTOnEa 1978 

Diocu.oaicn vi th I r . Crer,ory nenburn 

hr. ooburn is o. personal friend ot l;.r. Fred Vol tich. '? ey bn.ve boon 
!'riends for aoven or eiaht o.ro. 1:r. Ron.burn vioitod Rogf.on::U. Offica for the 
,.,,.,~.-nnoe ot civi "' inforuation on IIr. Valenti • Durin« an inf'omal 
diacu.aoicn ho GJ.VO o follO\Ii.nG info:roa.tion. 

- Tiley - an in tho Air Tr:nn.i.n(; Co , t~~ · or for a yon.ro and both 
uc1'0 vory intorootod in pons. 

e tw a w other on aver :e Moo a. we • 
Frido.ya when they attcnilod tho ir T:ro.in:1.n8 Corpa. 

- Vo.lonticll told him that he had applied to join tho RMF o.a a.1rcrov but that 
o bOO not been accepted bocnuoe of inlldoquato oducn.tiona.l qWlll.1'1c:::t.tioDD. 

After further education ho hDd tried ain but wa.o oti~l not o.ccoptod. The 
tvo wro 1n C3mp tocethor in Aucuot 1978 a.t R :.F t ~e v en Vale tich 
confidod o en l:no ed by tho Rli F for · o oecond t • 

- Val tic..~ diso.p intod about not ott~ into · 1e F mul it ~e 
hiD quite detor.:Ji."'lod to cot hiD c rciol Pilot• B liccnco d ny for tho 
airlilloa jullt to ohov tho ll.I\J.tP bo could do it. 

- Vo.lcnt.i.ch had been co~ wit his girlfriend tor five mont 10 and tl oy oro 
very close . He rooontly von her a. f'riendBhip rina'. 

- .. rr. oabunl OUGht it vould quite out of the quost1on tha.t Valontich vould 

39 

c !1 t suicide or purpo3ely fly tlle aircraft to a :roooto 1 ti n to t o."tm.y 
!'roc society. Valontich uao far too olooe to his family, sirll"ricnd o.nd f'riendo 
~ contemplate such tiona . 

- Concorninc Va.lentich ' a faz:dly oitua.tion, lao. R burn oo.id he knew Vo.lcutich ' o 
fa.tl1er holpin5 out financially vith hia son' o fiyins o.nd e also lncw 
t'ha.t t oro hnd been n tanily ~Itwut roc ntly. He did not know w lD.t tl e 
o.rgu:ccnt nbout. Vo.lenti v.::: liv~ o.t homo and in 01.'0.1 Rca.burn 
t."l.O'll8ll t the f 1y vas vory clooe. 

- Cancel.'llin6 hool , to his l:no\1l Valentich not on ey form or self 
dicc.tion. lle hc.d never knO\IIl him to DUffer rr fi to or turns, to ::s out 

or have hnllucitll:.tioru3 . Vo.lentich did DUffer fra:l n al:in c lc.int and hD.d 
bean told by hie dootor not to drink too h mill' ca.une ot t'his compla.i.nt. 

- Valontic ver"./ otrict ro i.nc cleo ol/fiyinc. l o r took DUCh alcohol 
o.t all and woiild nwcr talr.o any aftcl:' 20 2100 hourc of even:J.ns prior to 
fiyj.ne tho xt do.y. Ho \ms oat definitely not t of the druc scm o . 
eaburn conoidorcd t Valenti wtUJ tho sort or xoon who would ao otrc.icht 

to tllo police if bo v of anyone who c n ~:s. 
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- Reaburn a: that Valent! pl d to fly to KinB Iola.nd but he did not 
kno\:1 on vlmt po.rticulo.r dey. lle that Vnle.t.ti soina to bring a. 
~iah for tho OIC or t e 1r !l'ra.1nin8 Corps {Squadron Grandy) but he bo.d only 
found t o out since the aircraft d1st\ cd • . 

- lle only ever flO\:m vit 'l Volontic n ono occasion and that v.J.B in a holi-
ooptor durlnB their cc.cp o.t t Sale in USUDt 1978. S of e pilots f'roo 
I onsford il volvcd l'ri th the Air '.i'ra.1.nJ.n6 Co 'lt t Sale and ono of thono 
pilota hnd n em up in holicoptor. Valenti had fiown the helicopter and 
ccordina to Roaburn, the pilot oo.id Val ti flew it vall. 

~ since 
ked t 

- Hio rnl ~3Gion of v, lontich' s o tor we thr..t he is not prono to 
ho.a docioians <Jr panic . lio cl tops and thi.Jllw o.bout tho oi tuation before 
tD.l:ina any tion. :1 oy 1 <Jnco been lont in e to t r vhilot on an r 
Tl.'3.ini.na Corps enmp and Volentich ho.d not been t1: o alighto3t bit perturbed about it. 

- Doth he and Valentich bel iavod in UFOs but not to any fo..naticnl extent. They had 
diocu cod UFOs ond t.l}oir beliefs wexe on e bo.oia that i f people <Jn co.rth 
c pa.ble of oo dina cpaco vehicles to l'Zo.l.-o and the DOon then vhy would in.""labi tants 
of another planot not bo ca~ble of t le thing. 

- Reabum sure that Valentich would ho.ve be n lnC hio life jllC ~at on the trip 
to I ol • Valenti wa not koen bout !lyina ov r tor ld it ever 1 o had 
WJY choice in the matter he would ~ aver lt:md. This ws been; Valentich va.o 
not o. coed r and auld :r:ro bly juGt Cive up it he bad to c down in the 

tor. 

t oc- ot t e eire tnncoa \-lOre a little o • Vo.lenti 
to pi up hio Girlfriend a t 7 .~ p •• to her out but 1 e 

o.lso told hio t r that be auld h from tly1na c.t 10. 00 p . • Such a dunl 
~ • t \100 very uncho.ractcristic or Vo.louticb, yet t rc solutely no 
ey h could pick up hio Girlfriend at 7 . 30 p . m. If aver he ..ro.o coina to be late 

for Cion appointment e woUld advi e t hoo concerned by uny of pnono call. 
burn m.o o wonder inc :hilt Volontich did vi th the t twon finishinG 

1 0 locturo o.t Iloombbin 1700 houro o.nd to.1:irl6 orr 1820 hours. no ousnt tho.t 
Volontioh cay hnve cone to I onalds for toke w.y food 1ic 1 o did on 
occ ions. 

Dl tich did not c;amble at c.ll , nor in wzy financio.l bother, to Reaburn' s 
knowl • . e no police rooord bl that auld bo co.uoinG him any 
deop concorn. Ire rao otu~ hard fer hio teor-ology CXOD end \10.8 worried 
to th r he could pana it. 

- VoJ.cntich joinod e Air 'I'l.·a.:1.l11Il8 Corp t:tU"Oo yoo.:rs lntcr thon R burn and did 
not c:ot rocotod yond Ca.det IAC. ca.bum did not conaidorod t • s a1Gni£1onnta 
nor did e ~ it bothered Vo.lonticb in any :ay. 

- Vclcntich never spok to oo.burn bout boinB diDorionto.ted in an a.iroro.ft 
oi thor durine hio trcininc or ainco he obto.inad his liconce. 
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vru::mm:CK VALENTICH - HISTORY 

- 9 June date of birth 

- 1\eilor Heights High .:>C .. ool 

- Left school at end of Form 4 
Re 1 ta a t end or Fon1 4 

"Excollont " - Phyoical Educu.tion 

"Above Aver e" -

"Averag-e" - Italian, IIistory, lietal or k 

• 

''J3oJ ow Aver. 11 
- Geography, Engliah, ..>c icnce , Graphics 

"Fail" - Huths A, l>Ia.ths D 

- (Believed to ha.ve been otudyiJ'l8 for leaving Certifi cate) 

- (Believed to ha.vo been studying for :tc :ving Certificate) 

- Applied to RAAF 

Teot Rem tc - "very low scores, indicc.tive low I . Q. fit for 
unsl·illed work only" . 

- Enrolled RlUT - electronics , r..a.t physics 

- \U thdrew fro1:1 RliiT in July 

- Student Pilot Licence ioaucd 24.2.77 

- Solo June 

- Theory Exac reoul t paosed "Basic Aeronautical I ... nowlede,-e" at 
third attecpt 11 .0.77 

- Flir,nt Test result paooed "Restricted Frivnto Pilot" a t second 
a t tempt September 

- Restricted PPL i ssued 23.9.77 vith 57 flying hours 

- P L Theory Exan results 

' Iinv' paosed at a ct • .>d attempt 
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' I!et• passed a t firot attempt 
' Aircraft Perf'o~ance and Operation' passed at fifth attempt. 
• Air Legislation' passed a t t hird attempt. 

- CPL Theory Exal!l rooults - October 1977 - s ..... t for and failed all 
five o:mtlfl . 

- Po.ased PPL Navigation test flight at second attel:lpt 19. 1. 78 

- PPL ea. Restriction lif'tcd 27 . 1.78 at 89 hours 

- CPL Theory Exam re lto April 1970 - sat for and failed all 
five exams 

- Claso 4 Instrument Rating i ssued 11 . 5. 78 a.t 147 houro 

- CPL Theory e:mm rcoul te July 197t. - Sat for and failed three 
exaQG - did not sit others 

- July 1978 involved in two incidento a t 160 boura 

1) Penetration of SY Control Zone due poor navigation. 
arning letter oent to him. 

2) On two occasiona delibcr~tely flew into cloud. 
Prooecution was be~ considered. 

- Aircraft Vll-DSJ d pilot disappeared on 21 . 10 . 70 

Other Po ts 

' - Pi lot log book not found. 

- At tice of disappearance he was working as a shop assistant but 
dovoting most of his energy to flying. 

- ~s a bc.y he had been an Air Trainill8 Corps cadet. 

- In 1977 o.f't ... r :.o hn.d started flying he returned to the Corps 
os an unpaid civilian helper. 

- ITo later uas t aken on with the rank of J....irman. 

- He \1 o well o ght of by friends ond acquaintances . 

- lie \lao detercined to cucceed as a pilot. 

- He t old everybody he had passed somo CPL t heory exams . 
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INVESTIGATOR'S HOTE 
Pog e 

: r . VALI!lTICII : 26. 10. 78 

Enrol.Dont o.nd study R.I . I .T. 1977 

Circuit TboorJ 1 hour 
~lectronica 1 hour 

Subjects: 

Electronic Circui to 1 hour 
Hath "tics 1 h 

1cs 1 hour 
Coa:nmica.tions &nd Report ri t ina 

n 12.7. 77 ho vithdrov from lcctronico ond Dlectronic Circuits. 
22. 7. 77 l o vi thdrcnl c cmplctely. Reason en e.a co cine Ccr.:D:Joroi ol mtd 

Senior C rcia.l 'Pilot Ccurno. 

Keilor Heis'hts Hirffi School 

'rom :Depu-ey Fr incipal 

Form 4 in 1974 {Intercedio.te Sto.ncla.rd) 
Left chool c. t Form 4 l-evel in 1974. 

Reoul ts Form 4: Phyo1col. 
Ita.lian 
Geogra.phy 

11 
Iiuths .A 
l!a. a D 
l o'b:IJ.: rk 
Science 
B1oto:ey 
Gro co 

A - Excellent 
D - Above l.vc e 
C - Aver 
D - Dolov Aver 

cation "A" 
"C" 
nn n 
01)11 

UFaJ.l.U 

IIFaJ.lh 

"C" 
"D" 
ncn 
nnn 

~ difficul 't1 1n cc:mpre on.oion 

le.cka undoratMding 
difficulty vi th oxpr osio:n 

Fail - Unacceptable Level 

D.O.T P2/1572 

P. GnfJ! -1 
nlVESTIGATCIR 

INVESTIGATOR'S NOT E 
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Subject 

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 

R. A. A. F. COllFiml TIAT.. REP<l1lT 

Re F . Va.lenticb. 

- Appliod tar RMF in 1976. 

- At time lnuJ repo<1tin8 lcmvine. 

- l'!a.o Aptit-.lde and Psych. teotod 24. 5. 76. 

- l:JWJ only intereotod i n being trained c.s a Radio Tech. 

- Scoroa on tests were ry low - indicative of a low I . Q. (fniled 11 teats) . 

- Considered fit !~ unskilled or only . 

- Doaaiors kept for wo yca.ru - hio bean deotroycd. 

- A cotJpUtcr printout on him is hold by RAAF - .ey would BUP ly us with 1hat 
o they ba e on formal. roquoot. 

D.O.T P2/ 1572 INVESTIGATOR 'S NOTE 
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INVESTIGATOR 'S NOTE 

F de Poge 

V116/783/1047 45 
Subje~t 

CCI~:DRCIAL :t-ILOT LIC 1CE IXAJrrtt TI 

II!ntory or CXW!linntion ::mro to and reoul ts or Frcderi ,. Vnlontich. 

1 of Uoxch 1978 

ollcd for all five C 

Beoulto - Fo.ilcd all aubj eta. 

2 of Jul_y 1978 

lled for lla.v, Perforcnnco and En£rinco. 

Rcsul ta - tailed all aubjccto. 

3 of l!ovombor 12J8 

olled Coa. Het, F'rinoiploa of F'l t and Senior CQl!l . •et. 

P. GnAIIAI 
DJ11 J;IGATOR 

D.O.T. P2/ 1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 
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• 
INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 46 
nrssnn .AlRCRA!i'l' : Vir-:o..,~ , 21 ocTOBm 1970 

Convcroa tion \11th Don SO\IDBll 

LoG Book: liot at S .s. 
s "tolldnrd: 

- Foiled hin first time Um"'otricted. 

- Ave :o only. 

- OX en inotrwoonto. 

- No mention of UFOo. 

- !Tot a drinker t.lul.t o l.:now. 

- Fina.noinlly - ro.n up a 0500 bill but piUd it out bofCN this 
trip. 

- !lo tian of probl c or diotur lC'CS e 

- Sco d ~e at tioos. 

- Didn' t law\1 him wll. 

Vi - )J: 

- 100 hourly on Fri~ 20. 10. 70. 

- Fl<Ml by v. fllformo on Sa~ 21 . 10. 78 wto \tor.o:a e.t Schutto (Brents) . 

- Uo o.utopilot. 

- Sinalo ADr. 
- llo otrobo. 

- Ono rotation boc.con on tail. 

Pc.ymont of Dilla 

- S.A.s. atlkod hiD about o.ccount won it }60. no ell.id hie pacsc1 ora 
to SY bad given him o. little coney J)rior to fiight but not o.ll cmd 1 e 
\lould ha.vo to cho.oe i t up. 

Noto: Only Valentich and girlf'riend went. no po.sc ":era. -

P. GF.AIWI 
n TIGAi'OR 

D .o .T . 1 572 (Rev . 3/ 77) INVESTIGATOR 'S NOT E 



IHVESTIGJ.TOR'S HOTE 

Spoke to r en l~ovity and Inotructor, Lr . Dn\Y ot Southo Air Ee 
ccmmrunico.tion equipment a t 1445 E5'1' on 2} . 10 . 78 . 

- DSJ VI ' · and io oqu1pped vi tb c. a alter and h.t\nd bald microphone. 

- V..:.~ontich w.s not carryinS o. hea.doot en he rent out t o t o a.1rcraft :r; rior 
to doporture en t his tri p and did not hn.ve a bD.C t ld or.rrs one . 

::~od to SIGS(B) o.t 1500 EST. 

0 0 T. P2/ 1572 INVEST IGATOR'S NOTE 
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 
Pog e 

48 

nrren Dunlot) 

- Va.lentioh wa oonoiblo pilot. 

- Did."l t t drink. 

- l!o ntion o£ • 

• 
I in Dalton 

ot, aincore, oo ible. 

- !ntorootod in jo~ RAAF oa pilot. 

- Ha.d interview, teotn, cto. 
- lT o drill!:, r.moko. 

Got roll with all. 

- ilovor apok of uroo. 

Rono Cnrrinaton 

- Did Cot::COrcial Pilot Couroe w1 th hiD a.bout Aprll . 

- I!e occced quite ha.ppy o.bout hio future . 

- Full of onthusic.sm, never deprcooed. 

- Attor pting to join RMP o.ircrow. Still doin8 hia C rcilll Licence ao he 
uou1d have ono or the other . 

- He io quiet en firnt contact but uaa qui to nat\mll o.ttor that . 

- Got on ' 11 with people. 

- Only had Com. IftT to do. 

- Didn' t drink or GI:X>.l-..e. 

- llo ccntion of dri or UPOc. 

:Bob Hogg (Inutructor) 

- :Flew th Vol.ontio an 'l'uoodo.y o.tternoan to cho him on typo VH- J C182 . 

- Ave pilot. 

lativo quiet clmp. 

- VH- DSJ n and- ald. cicrophona. 

- \; on • t oa.rryi.nG' a. hea.doot . 

\lantod t o join RAtUi' c.ircrev. 

- l1o tr::r o.o he kncruo be doeon' t drink, omo];e or 'UWe dru(;o . 

- Saw him juot i or t o departuro o.nd he ooo od rtoctly oobor and in good 

D.O.T. P2/ 1572 INVEST IGATOR 'S NOTE 
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CONTINUATION SHEET I Sectoon No. 

SUBJECT 

f'rn::lo or mind. 

- Took four li!'e jc.:.c ta. llo pioki.Da up tricndo o.t K Iolnnd. 

- He ho.d orig:i.no.lly intended aol.ng on~ do¥, 17. 10 . 78, but cancelled due \JX. 

D.o .T . 149N (Rev . 8/ 77) 

p . GRLUiliii 
IliV:tSTIG i'l'OR 
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SC IENCE AN D T H E 

_ 7o3/ lo47 ct0 
E .. fRON MENT 'U. 

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY 0 Regional Off ice Vic . Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne 
Telephone: 662 2555 Area Code: 03 Telegrams: WHR Melbourne Telex: AA30544 _,. . 

POSTAL ADDRESS: REGIONAL DIRECTOR, BUREAU ~;'L~~TEO R OLOGY, P.O. ,OX 1 535 M , M E LB . VIC. 3001 

IN REPLY PLEASE OUOTE 70/33 PCO 3 (' C~·-t9j<) 29 October 1 9 79 

Director, 
Vic/Tas Region , 
Department of Transport, 
GPO Box 1 733P , 
MELBOURNE 3001 

FILE VII\, 171' [14b 

MISSING AIRCRAFT - VHDSJ - BASS STRAIT 21 . 1 D. 78 

On the evening of 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient 
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest 
Victoria to Adelaide . Conditions were perfect for night flying 
over Victoria with no more than 2/8 SC 5000/7000 ft and scattered 
cirrus about 30 , 000 ft . Visibility was excellent at about 30 km 
and more . Temperatures at 0800Z ranged from 2 5/27C north of the 
ranges to 21 south of ranges to 17C at Cape Otway and Wilson's 
Promontory and 15C/13C at King and Flinders Is. The lower 
seaboard t~mperatures indicate a shallow surface inversion below 
1000 ft . This probably accounted for some haziness about Cape 
Otway . Surface winds were very light being less that 10 knots 
throughout Victoria with slight sea bre ezes about the coastal 
fringe . State of sea reported from Cape Otway and Wilson ' s Prom . 
was smooth seas with low swell from the southwest. The oil platform 
at Kingfish A. reported a calm to rippled sea with a 3 ft sou t h 
westerly swell . QWH readings rangoofrom 1022 mb at King S ., 
1023 mbs at Flinders Is. and Melbourne, 1024 mb at Gabo Is. and 
Wagga to 1021 mb at Mildura and 1022 at Mt Gambier . 

The probable winds along the intended route were: 

AMMB/CTY 1000 f + VRB 05 
2000 ft 020 / 1 0 
5000 ft 350/10 
7000 ft 31 0/1 5 

10000 ft 2 7 , /20 

CTY/AMK1 1 ODD 340/10 
2000 330 / 15 
500 0 320/15 
7000 310/20 

10000 2 90 /2 5 

The winds elsewhere were: 

North of Adelaide/Wagga/N ow ra up to La t 30S : 

2000 
5000 

1 ODD 

Cl 30 /1 5 
050/15 t o 10 NSW LOas t 
050/20 to 10 NSW c o a s t 

.. /2 
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Western Victoria and SE Sou th Australia : 

2000 
5000 
7000 

10000 

Eastern Victo r ia : 

2000 
5000 
7000 

1 0000 

VRB 1 0 
01 0/15 
3 30/1 5 
300/20 

0 30/1 0 
340/1 0 
300/15 
270/15 

Gippsland coast and east Bass Strait : 

1000/2000 VRB05 becoming 320/15 toward Flinders Island . 

5000 
7000 

1000 

290/15 
280/20 
270/25 

South of Lat . 40S - freshening westerlies : 

2000 
5000 

1 0000 

270/20 to 30 over Tasmania 
270/25 to 30 over Tasmania 
270/30 to 40 over Hobart 

The cloud conditions apart from Tasmaniao west coast was 
relatively free from low cloud . Some cirrus persisted in most areas 
a n d thickened over northwest and mid- north of NSW wrere scattered to 
broken Ac As developed with base about 12 , 000 ft . 

£~--
(R . K. STIBBS) 
for Regional Director , Vic 
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Pl-1 ' -\RT~1J. OF SCIENCE AND Tl II -"l \'I R 0 J'\ ~ 1 L ~ 'J - - - - --- ----- ---
BUR_EAU OF METEOROLOGY 
Regronal Office Vic C . . 
Telephone: 662 2555 . nr Sprrng & La Trobe Sts Melbou 

Area Cod . 03 rn e 
e . Telegrams : WHR Melbourne T I e ex: AA30544 

POSTA l J.O D R ESS; R G E I O NAL DIRECTOR , BU REAU Of M ETE O ROLOGY , 

1'\ hlPl V PI EASE OUOTE 
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• DEPARTMEN.F SCIENCE AND THE Jt viRON~1ENT 

0 BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY 
Regional Office Vic . Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne 
Telephone: 662 2555 Area Code: 03 Telegra ms: WHR Melbourne Telex: Af'30544 

PO&lAl ADDRESS: REGIONAl DIREClOR, BUREAU Of MElEOROlOGY, P . O . BOX 18301>1, MELB. VIC. 3001 

IN REPLY PlEASE OUOTE 

METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS , MOORABBI'N· - CAPE OTWAY - KING ISLAND 
0830/0930 GMT 2 1 /10/1978 

1. At 0800 GMT 2 1 /10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient 
extended westwerd from eastern Bass Strait through southwest 
Victoria toward Adelaide . 

1ne pressure range was3Melbourne 1023 . 5 mb, 
Cape Otway 1023 . 2 mb and King Is. 1022 . 6 mb 

Surface isotherms; 

2 1oc Melbourne - Warrnambool 

Wilson ~ Prom - Point Lons dale - Cao e OtvJay 
. · ·~ 3Cf~ 

Lat 40 S Long 1 46tE- Lat: .. ·s Long 144-!-E
Lat 40t S Long· 144E - Lat 39f S I .... - .. 141-tE · 

2. Conditions were perfect for night flying . Although a 
trace of ·stratocumulus at 5000/7000 ft and scattered cirrus at 
30000ft were reported , no cloud was detectable between the 
Victorian Ranges and the northern Tasmania coast on the lnfra
red satellite pictures at 0600 end 0900 GMT . There was no 
turbulence and visibility was excellent . An airborne aircraft 
over King I s . at 1000 GMT could clearly see the light from 
Cape Otway Lighthouse. 

3 . At 0800 GMT all reported surface winds were less than 
10 knots. Cape Otway reported calm. Since light sea-breezes 
occurred ~lana the co~st durir.o i.he aftPrnnon. ,it :~ 1; kel \/ +h;:>f 
shallow inver~ions of about 2Cwbelow 500 ft still ~xjsted in some 
areas at 0900 GMT: With the onset of nocturnal cooling it is 
likely that shallow surface inversions of up to 3C developed 
below 200ft over the land and coastal fringe by 0900 GMT . It i.s 
~nn~id~~~d ~L~t there were - sur f ace inversions over the sea bu~ 

' ra~her very s~able , possibly isothermal layers below 1000 ft . 

4 . Laverton radiosonde at 1100 GMT indicated a subsidence 
inversjon of JOC betwEen 7000 ft and 8000 ft . This inversion 
probably extended south to c ~ pe Otwa y but further south toward 
King IsJand, the inversjon would be less defined and pcssibly 
just an i s othermal layer. 

. . /? 
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5 . . Winds and t emperatu r es along the r ou te ·wPre prol.abl y: 

Moorabbin/Cap e Otway. The Dew Poi nts are estimates un ly. 

1 DOD ft Variable 5 knots Temp + 1 6 Dew Point + 1 1 2000 II 020/1
1
0 II +. 14 II + 6 5000 II 350/10 " + 7 II Zero 7000 II 310/15 II + 1 II 3 1 DODO II 270/20 II zero II dry 

Cape Otway /King Island 

1000 340/10 Temp + 1 3 ·Dew Point + 1 0 2000 330/15 II + 11 II I + 7 5000 320/1 5 II + 7 II + 2 7000 31 0/20 II + 4 II Zero 1 DODO 290/25 II z e ro II dry 

6 . Meteorological balloon flights were carried out at 
Mt Gambier and Laverton at 3 pm . Both ball oons had burst by 
0630 GMT . The next balloon flights were not carried out until 
11 DO GML 

~/· 
(R.K. 5TIBBS) 
for Regi ona i Director , Vic 

( -

' 

.- ·-



Telephone 31 7222, Ext. 

Director, 

• 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE 
MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORIES 
CORDITE AVENUE. MARIBYRNONG. VICTORIA 

P.O . BOX 50, ASCOT VALE. VIC .. 3032 
TELEGRAMS: MARELABS MELBOURNE 

Our Reference: 

Department of Transport, 
Transport House, 

• 
3 0 NOV 1978 

IYcl"' -n 3 - I o~v 
1.:: /ttl' {t-v 

108 Lonsdale Street, 
MELBOURNE, VIC. 3000 (Attention: Mr. I.S. Smith) 

Your Reference: Vll6/783/1047 

Water Samples ex Bass Strait 
. 

The samples were solvent extracted to remove any hydrocarbon-based 
material. The extracts were then examined by both Gas Chromatography and 
a combination of this with Mass Spectrometry. 

Both samples yielded very small quantities of hydrocarbon oil, 
however the analyses indicated that these were more consistent with 
bunkering fuel oil than with either gasoline or lubricating oil. The 
peaks observed fell into a range somewhat between these two materials 
and hence could not be attributed to either. 

The difficulty of sampling an oil slick of this nature which 
heralds its presence with little more than a coloured pattern on the surface 
is well known. It is an area of activity where undoubtedly some development 
work would be of value. The only advice that I can offer is a personal 
belief that a large thin flat sponge floated on the surface of the slick 
would be better than any scoop arrangement. The sponge or sponges could 
then be placed immediately into plastic bags for carriage and storage. 
In this context the sponge could well be a sheet of synthetic material 
such as is sold by the Clark Rubber Company. 

UMMINS).,------
Chief Superintendent 



• U E 
VICTORIA/TASMANIA REGION 

Vll6 . 783 . 1047 

ASSU 

Theoretically microwave radiation travels in straight lines , but 
in practice , due to the effects of the atmosphere , refraction occurs causing 
the rays to be bent downwards so that they follow more closely the surface 
of the earth . The degree of refraction depends on the density of the 
atmosphere at various levels . The vital level is reached when the curve of 
the ray equals the curvature of the earth so forming what is known as a 
"radio duct" . Below this level , the ray is bent tovmrds the earth , strikes 
the earth and then is trapped within the dUbt causing certain radars to see 
beyond the geometrical horizon. This is known as anomalous propagation or 
super-refraction. This occurs when the upper air is unusually warm and dry 
compared to the earth ' s surface so favouring the formation of radio ducts . 
This condition is likely to exist in fine , clear , settled weather conditions . 

Another phenomenon associated with anomalous propagation is 
"second time round returns " which are radar returns received on the second 
rotation of the aerial head from the first transmission and are of distant 
objects normally out of radar range. 

The notes of the radar controller show typical returns associated 
with the above phenomena. His remarks in regard to sea returns cannot be 
substantiated , little is known of effect of sea returns on equipment used by 
airways operations . It is possible that the return noted as a vTeather return 
could be a "second time round return" from a geographical feature of Tasmania. 

M. J . HARVIOOD 
OATS 
17 . 9 . 1981 

o .o.T. l 983 
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SPECIALIST REPORT 

i t. 

iosing Cesena 182L VH- DEJ 
ss ~truit 21 October 1978 

Hw~ actors specta 

Author 1!1i' 

Des lgn!ir'; D. J • ~ahoey 

• 
F i le 

L iat of oppended doc:umenh 

ederick VAL I CH (pilot) satiofied the edical requirements for initial issue 
of SPL on 8 . 2. 77 when his weight as rocorded as 120 lbs. He cla Gel no aeronautic 
experience a t that date . There was no mod!cal h i story of signifi cance and no licence 
limit~tiono wer imposed. 

2 On 21. 10 . 78 Valent1ch was ~~d 1n a night ~C flight from ·oorabbin to 
King Island whe.ol ne reported tliat a large oraft with numerous lights was hovering abovo 

I him. Trans iosions ceQ.9ed ahortly a!'terwa.rda and subsequent calla from lbourne FSU 
w re not answered. Despite an extensive search neither airor ft or wreckage has 'been 
found. 

' In addition to having access to the air aafet,y investigator ' s findings , the writer 
also interviewed the father and girl friend of Valentich and studie~ a copy of the tape of 

i or e final trarw 1a.:Jiona from VH- J in an attempt to build up a human factors ! background to this occurrence. 
' 
j 4 'redarick w o born in Australia of Italian pnrents from Trie3te. Father apeaks 

'fractured" but understandable • glish but mother and two younger children apeak no 
glioh. The l8ll@.18.S'8 of choice in the home is Itali but der1ck was not fluent and 

fat er always corrected ederiok' s poken Italian which l'rederick r ented. Frederick 
was a below a.Terage oc mlar and obtained a poor result in hia aving Certificate. 

~ 5 Cathollci is e relieion or the i'amily but they BJ:'(t not reeular church :o rs. 
Fat her expressed his dioappointmcnt that Frederick only att nded church a t Christ ~, 

ter and on ttopeciol occasions" and he tried to rsuade ederick to attend re often. 
Frederick' • girl friend is a I' et odist. 

6 ~ederiok vas a very keen ember of t e Air TJ:' Corps. He devoted a at 
d al of ttme to theso activities ~hich he enjoyed and h s proud to wear the uniform. 

e t~ ambitions to become an r or~e pilot but 1is educational quali f ications 
precluded thio. 

1 He was a t pain"' to be accepted and respected by his superiors (in t 1e ATC) and 
by his peers. Al tbough Blw~a appearing to be above reproach, he had lied to to his 
father, to his ATC officers and to hi s girl friend about having need subjects for his 
CFL when he bad, in fact , failed. He had al.co told the owner of the aircraft that , on 
this last flight , he had arrane d to collect a cons1grunent of crayfish from King Island and 
to br~ back · assengera who were waiting for him; neither of which was t:t·u. 

8 •ather was convinced, and re ins co according to subsequent di a .ublic1 ty, that 
lio son vas "captured" by a U.F. O and that he would be returned when 'they" finished 
inveatiaating him. Tederick sho1ed a cat interest in a and had o. collection of 
books, articles and clipJii.J\ti"B on the subject but father did not tink t lc'\t his son wa.'3 as 
convinced of their existence as t~ b olr was. 

• •• / 2. 
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9 'Frederick • a girl friend see to enjoy the publicity lim li t aurroundin.., the 
di..app arance . ..ihe did not appear to be undul7 concerned and gave tho iJIIpresaion that 
she expected to see hia 88ain• She clai.Jled t ha.t there was a pe:roanency to her 
r lationship vi th Frederick and that they had plans for becoming engaged, but 1Uther 
di seed tho rela tionhips as being of no consequence. 

10 In the absence of any further concret evidence, one oan only 
of hypothesis to explain this di ppe anc t 

est a number 

(a) intervention - no further eo nt apart fro the observation that the't'8 
were no sighting reports of a brightly ill ted craft lar enou.gh to 
t e on board a Ce ana. 182. 

(b) isortent tion - at the place and tiae of the occurre ce~ is is a dist ~t 
possibility and ev probabilitJ'. On the other l.and, it would have resulted 
in uncontrolled impact vi th tho sea one 'Would haYe ex cted wrec to 
result. 

(c) Controlled landin8 on the se with the intention of escapi from the 
aircraft be foro 1 t sank. This could have been successful or not successful. 
In either case no w.rec would be found and , in the latter event~ the bo~ 
could still be in the aircraft. 

(d) uccesaful landing elsewhere. Perhape Valentioh waa not where he said he 
vu aDd he l&Dded in a r ote location. 

(e) Crash elsewhere when atte pting (d) 8Dd the wreckage has not yet en 
discovered. 

CA 149N (1968) 

~fl~ 
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 

GLIDER TO'J 

PhonB ot4l troo Inapootor Fox, D24 (13. 30) 23. 10. 78. 

A Senior Constable Conp ll of Forrest ( 052/36-6372) hnd a. report 
! r om sono ohildren of Dn o.iroro.ft tovi.ng a clider in the Dtu.von Douno 
(Apollo Dey) a.re a t about 5. 30 . 00 p .o . on Sa.turdey 21 October. 

Tl e Re v.:.a ~ be 
that of tl e State . 

e it waa UDUDUal for a gli1er to be in 

A .G. HARF.IS 
n!VESTIG!iTOil 

D.O.T. P2/ 1572 INVESTIGATOR 'S NOTE 
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 

F ol e 

v 16/783/1047 

REPOnT l?11 U IIR. J . STIOU 

A John Snov ro.nc re UFO - 23. 10. 78 . 

Ho \r.l8 drivinG his cor on SaturdQur ni8ht (21 . 10. 78) t about 11 . 45 
in tho &.ruon Heads aro · en his elevo yocz old a on au.w a oni8h/vhi to 
of sano lo h flash quito fa.ot o.croaa tho ol:y to the south. 

Ilot observed by o:rry ot! er ....-....a~V. famly in tho cn.r ao it 
o.pparant~ moved too ra.ot. 

DA .T . 1572 (R•v. 3/ 77) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 
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• 
INVESTIGATOR'S HOTE 

P.EPORT m 11I !:B.. P . PAlm 

At ap roxioatcly 1800 henn-a on 22 October 1978, I r eceived n telephone 
call o.t my hoco from: 

hr . P. Parr, 
29 Adrian Street, 
Burwood. Telep.'lane after 1400 houn 2~1003. 

! ir. Parr oto.tod tho.t he n.a n responsible rson, an officer in RAJl.F 
reserve and he did not vish to crc~te t· e opinion at he vas 11 nut. 

t about 1855 hours on Saturday 21 October 1970 ho was travellinG f r om 
Ilt . Waverley in a oauthorly diroct ion BlOll(; llunti~"'Clale Roa.d. ne oooorvod n 
shoucr of vcr~ brig\1t ~tallic 1 s c intilla.tionB' ~o the aoutl , h i6h in the sey 

~ ~0~l!r~r ~b:! 1~te~ompl~~or!:~o1b~is\~; =tr~o:er;~~~~~~m; 
a dark con trail ~ from oauth to nort • At firGt b e tho eht 1 t to bo 
a teor oh ovcr. 

D.O.T. P2/1572 

I . S . S:ITTH 
DWLSTIGATOR 

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 
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VICTORIA ~/.S ,A It~ fu ;If,::: 

'11 Lb . 183 . 1047 

J.:SSU 

Theorei.ic!i1ly JT1il·covu.·1o radi'ltion iL·;wcls in ~·t1ai.eht lines, but 
in practice, due to tl, effects of the ·dmo_pL re , I'•"frac.;iion occ1.rs ca lf;ing 
the ray;- to be bent dO'I..-m:ar·ds so thu.l (.IlLY follovl r ore closr>ly the S'Il:f8ce 
of the earn. . TLe d.eerce of 1·efraction depends on tl.e density of the 
a'"osphere at various levels . The vital level is reached when the curve of 
the ray equals the curvature of the earth so forming what is known as a 
"1.·adio duct ". Below this level , the ray is bent to· . .,ards the earth, strikes 
the earth and then is trapped within the duct causing certain radars to see 
beyond the geometrical horizon. This is knovm as anor~lous propagation or 
super-refraction. This occurs l'lhen the upper air is unusually \va::rm and dry 
compared to the earth ' s surface so favouring the formation of r.~dio ducts . 
This condition is likely to exist in fine , clear , settled weather conditions . 

Another phenon enon associated \'lith anomalous propagation is 
"second time round returns" vtl,ich arc radar returns received on the ~1ccond 
rotation of the aerial head from the f'ir.st h·ansmission r111d are of dis tant 
objects normally out of radar J.'unge . 

The notes of the radar controller show typical returns associated 
with the above phenomena . His remarks in regard to sea returns cannot be 
substantiated , little is known of effect of sea returns on equipment used by 
airv1ays operations . It is possible that the return noted as a weather retvrn 
could be a " second time round return" from a geographical feature of Tasmania . 

f·~ . J . J t>.R\'IOOD 
OATS 
17 . 9. 1981 

O .o T.l983 
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NEWSPAPER PTY. LTD. 

-MEMBER r-~~~~~:-~;;~Z:"=~~~F::::--:~--~~==~======~==::::::::::::--------~~~ 
Australian Associated~ 
Regoonal Dailies of Aus 
Commonwealth Press U 
Audot Bureau of Circuit • 

November 10 , A 16-year-old Penguin girl has taken a photograph of what she believes to be an un· 
Identified flying object over her parents' home. 

The girl, Michelle Dick 116), or ed out towards sea, " she sata. neighbours reported seeing anything 
Brown~ Lane, took the photograph at "It was traveiilng very slowly and strange in the sky. 
about 2 p.m . on Sunday last month. In a straight line." She said people who had seen the 

The coloured photograph shows an Michelle described th? object as photograph believed It could be a 
oval-shaped object high In the sky oval-shaped, grey-sliver In colour ~.,d U.F.O. 
above the Dick's home. surrounded by a glow. "Others think It's just a blob on the 

A ring of light encircles the object. She did not see It go out of sight. l&mera but I wouldn't take a 
Michelle said yesterday she watch· "The phone rang and when I came photogr::.rh of our clothes line and the 

t>d the object for about five minutes back It wa.> gone." top or the hou~." 
Mr Peter Gra before taking tht> photograph. Michelle's parents were not home at Michelle said she was s•tre the ob-

c/- D epartme ~~·:'·r:t c-a~m:e_r_r_om_R'!I!i!"'an_a_w_a_y"7a..;!'_d_m_ov ... --!"'th_e_t_lm_e_a_n~d~n-on ... e- o .. f _,_h_e_o_ lc_k-'s--J-ec_t_w_a_s_n_o_t_a_p_la_n_e .... ............ ~~~~.IJ 
G. P . 0 . Box 1733 P , 
Melbourne . 

Dear Mr Graham , 

The cutting of the story regarding the U. F. 0. reported by the 
Penguin girl is enclosed. 

Michelle Dick lives at 6 Browns Lane , Penguin , 7316 . 
number is (004) 37 2542 . 

The telephone 

If we can be of any further assistance , please do not hesitate to 
call . 

Yours sincerely , 
THE .ADVOCATE NEWSP .APER PrY . LTD . 

H. M. Catchpole . 
News Editor . 

Encl . 
A Substdtary of Harris and Company Limited 

HMC/hb 



- MEMBER 
Australian Associated Press Pty. Ltd. 
Reg1onal Dallies of Australia Ltd. 
Commonwealth Press Umon 
Aud1t Bureau of Circulations 

November 10 , 1978 . 

Mr Peter Graham , 
c/- Department of Transport , 
G. P . 0 . Box 1733 P , 
Melbourne . 

Dear Mr Graham , 

The cutting of the story regarding the U. F. 0 . reported by the 
Penguin girl is enclosed . 

Michelle Dick lives at 6 Browns Lane , Penguin , 7316 . The telephone 
number is (004) 37 2542 . 

If we can be of any further assistance , please do not hesitate to 
call . 

Yours sincerely , 
THE ADVOCATE NEWSPAPER PTY . LTD • 

. CA4~ 
H. M. Catchpole . 
News Editor . 

Encl . 

A Subsidiary of Harris and Company Limited 

HMC/hb 
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MINUTE 
FOUO 

. 1 0 JUN 1980 
Our Ref: M116/783/1047 

12 JUN 'CJP.A 

FILE \{tU, 

Director, Vic/Tas Region 

MISSING AIRCRAFT VH- DSJ 
BASS STRAIT , 21 OCTOBER 1978 

Attached is a copy of a letter received at this office in 
connection with the issue of a report concerning this occurrence . 

Also attached is a copy of our reply. 

(~e) 
for Assistant Secretary 

(Air Safety Investigation) 

o.o.T.l983 



•13/5/80 

oe\ Sir, f I • • 

Peter G.Keanl:! 
55 Greville Ave 

Flinders Park 5025 
S.H. 

This is by way of an enquiry as to obtaining the Department of Transporis 

Report on their investigation into the disappearance of pilot Frederick 

Valentich on October 21st , 1978 over the Bass Strait. 

I believe that the accident report has alread y been released to the public 

in the usual booklet form which deals with these events,however t he local 

GovtoPublications Seller does not yet have it,so you will appreciate that 

I am writing to you directly for assistance in this matter. 

Please notify me as to the cos ts required t o obtain one copy of the Dept.'s 

r eport. 

In thanking you for your time,I am,sincerely, 

Peter G.Keane . 



• COM/-J,ONWL,\L 1H or AUSTRALIA 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

AVIATION HOUSE 
188 QUEEN STREET 

MELBOURNE 

Dear Sir , 

T elephone: 620131 (Ar"a Code03) 

Te legram s' AVIAT, MELBOURNE 
T alex· 30499 and 30276 

P osral Addre ss Box 1839Q, G.P 0 . 
MELBOURNE 3001 

In reply quo te M11 6/703/ 1047 

Your letter dated 15 May 1980 requesting a copy of a r eport of the 
investigation of the disappearance of Mr. Frederick Val entich on 21 October 
1978 over Bass Strait , has been received. 

The investiga tion has not yet been completed. In the normal course 
of events a decision as to whether a report will be r eleased will not be made 
until the investigation has been concluded. Release depends on whe t her the 
information emerging is of significance to the accident prevention objective 
of the Department . The information available to date suggests t hat the 
release of an Aircraft Accident Inves tigation Summary Report would be unlikely 
in this case . 

Neverthel ess , your request has been fo~1arded to the Director 
Department of Transport , Victoria/Tasmania Region G. P. O. Box 1733P, 
Melbourne 3001 , who has the responsibility for the inves t i gation. Should 
action be taken to i ssue a report , he will be in touch with you. 

Mr. Peter. C. Keane , 
55 Grevil le Avenue , 
FLINDERS P.AhlC S . A. 5025 

Yours f ai t hfully , 

~~ -~l1clfenzie) 
for Assistant Secreta ry 

(Air Safety Inves t i gation) 

, 



.. DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY 0 Regional Office Vic . Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne 
Telephone: 662 2555 Area Code: 03 Telegrams: WHR Melbourne Telex: AA30544 

POSTAL ADDRESS : REGIONAL DIRECTOR . BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY, P. O . BOX 

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE 

~ / 
Vu../r~~ 

~ D-,.+ ~/~~ . 

~tJ. /lo-,c. /7 J:? P . 
h/[r-L-4(,~~/~ 1// c. . 7o-o I 

~-· "• 

1030M, MELB . VIC. 3001 



DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND THE ENVIRON¥ENT 

o · BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY 
Regional Office Vic . Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne 
Telephone: 662 2655 Area Code: 03 Telegrams: WHR Melbourne Telex: AA30544 

POSTAL ADDRESS : REGIONAL DIRECTOR , BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY, P . O . BO X 1CI3CIM, MELB . VIC. 3001 

IN REPLY PLEASE OUOTE 

METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS , MOO RA BBIN - CAPE OTWAY - KING ISLAND 
0830/0930 GMT 21/10/1978 

1. At 0800 GMT 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient 
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest 
Vic toria toward Adelaide. 

The pressure range wa s,; Melbourne 1 0 23. 5 mb, 
Cape Otway 1023.2 mb and King Is. 1022.6 mb 

Surface isotherms; 

21oc Melbourne - Warrnambool 

1 7°C Wilsoru;: Prom - Point Lonsdale - Cape Otway 
~~ 39~ 

13°C Lat ~ S Long 146tE - Lat : S Long 144tE -
Lat 40t S Long' 144E - Lat 39-J: S I .... - .. 1111tE · 

2. Conditions were perfect for night flying. Although a 
trace of ·stratocumulus at 5000/7000 ft and scattered cirrus at 
3000 ft were reported, no cloud was detectable between the 
Victorian Ranges and the northern Tasmania coast on the infra 
red satellite pictures at 0600 end 0900 GMT . There was no 
turbulenc e and visibility was excellent. An airborne aircraft 
over King Is. at 1 000 GMT could clearly see the light from 
Cape Otway Lighthouse. 

3 . At 0800 GMT all reported surface winds were less than 
10 knots. Cape Otway reported calm. Since light sea - breezes 
occurred ~lonn the CORSt durino the aftPrnnnn. jt ~q l~kPlv +h~t 

shallow inver~ions of about 2C.below 500 ft still existed in some 
areas at 0900 GMT . Wi t h the onset of nocturnal cooling it is 
likely that shallow surface inversions of up to 3C developed 
below 200 ft over the land and coastal fringe by 0 900 GMT . It i. s 
r.nn~inP~P.d +h-t there were surface inversions over the sea ~ 

~ra~ner very s~able, possibly isothermal layers below 1000 ft . 

4. Leverton radiosonde at 11 00 GMT indicated a subs idence 
invers ion of 30C between 7000 ft and BODO ft . This inversion 
probably ex tended south to c ~ pe Otway but further south toward 
Ki ng I s land, the inversion would be less defined and pcssibly 
just an i s olhe rma l l ayer . 

.. /? 
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. Winds and temperatures along the route •were probably: 

Moorabbin/Cape Otway . The Dew Points are es t imates only . 

1000 
2000 
5000 
7000 

1 DODO 

Cape 

1 000 
2000 
5000 
7000 

10000 

ft Variable 5 knots 
II 020/1'0 
II 350/10 
II 310/15 
II 270/20 

Otway /King Island 

340/10 
330/15 
320/1 5 
310/20 
290/25 

Temp 
II 

II 

" 
II 

Temp 
II 

II 

II 

" 

+ 1 6 
+' 14 
+ 7 
+ 1 
zero 

+ 1 3 
+ 11 
+ 7 
+ 4 
zero 

Dew 
II 

II 

II 

II 

· Dew 
II 

" 
" 
II 

Point + 11 
+ 6 
Zero 

3 
dry 

Point + 1 0 
I + 7 

+ 2 
Zero 
dry 

6. Meteorological balloon flights were carried out at 
Mt Gambier and Leverton at 3 pm. Both balloons had burst by 
0630 GMT. The next balloon flights were not carried out until 
11 DO GMT. 

~/· 
(R.K. STIBES) 
for Regional Director. Vic 

( -
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DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND THE ENVrR.ONMENT 'U. 

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY 0 Regional Office Vic . Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne 
Telephone: 662 2555 Area Code: 03 Telegrams: WHR Melbourne Telex: AA30544 . . 

10 
POSTAL ADDRESS : REGIONAL DIRECTOR . BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY. P . O . MELB . VIC. 3001 

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE 70/33 ~ I RCD 3 0 OCT 1979 i 2 9 0 c t ob e r 

FILE \fU\, j~ 
1 979 

Director , 
Vic/Tas Region , 
Department of Transport, 
GPO Box 1733P , 
MELBOURNE 3001 

MI SS I NG AIRCRAFT - VHDSJ - BASS STRAIT 21 . 1 D. 78 

On the evening of 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient 
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest 
Victoria to Ade l aide . Conditions were perfect for night flying 
over Victoria with no more than 2/8 SC 5000/7000 ft and scattered 
cirrus about 30 , 000 ft . Visibility was excellent at about 30 km 
and more . Temperatures at 0800Z ranged from 25/27C north of the 
ranges to 21 south of ranges to 17C at Cape Otway and Wilson ' s 
Promontory and 15C/13C at King and Flinders Is . The lower 
seaboard t~mperatures indicate a shallow surface inversion below 
1000 ft . This probably accounted for some haziness about Cape 
Otway . Surface winds were very light being less that 10 knots 
throughout Victoria with slight sea breezes about the coastal 
fringe . State of sea reported from Cape Otway and Wilson ' s Prom . 
was smooth seas with low swell from the southwest . The oil platform 
at Kingfish A. reported a calm to rippled sea with a 3 ft south
westerly swell . QWH readings rang~ from 1022 mb at King S ., 
1 023 mbs at Flinders Is. and Melbourne, 1024 mb at Gabo Is . and 
Wagga to 1021 mb at Mildura and 102 2 at Mt Gambier . 

The probable winds along the intended route were : 

AMMB/CTY 1 DOD ft VRB 05 
2000 ft 020/1 0 
5000 ft 350/10 
7000 ft 310/15 

1 DODO ft 270/20 

CTY / AMK1 1 DOD 340/10 
2000 330/15 
5000 320/15 
7000 310/20 

10000 290/25 

The winds elsewhere were : 

North of Adelaide/Wagga/N owra up to Lat 30S : 

2000 
5000 

1000 

030/1 5 
050/15 to 10 NSW coast 
050/20 to 10 NSW coast 

.. /2 
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Western Victoria and SE South Australia : 

2000 
5000 
7000 

10000 

Eastern Victoria : 

2000 
5000 
7000 

10000 

VRB 10 
010/15 
330/15 
300/20 

030/10 
340/10 
300/15 
270/15 

Gippsland coast and east Bass Strait : 

1000/2000 VRB05 becoming 320/15 toward Flinders Island . 

5000 
7000 

1000 

290/15 
280/20 
270/25 

South of Lat . 40S - freshening westerlies : 

2000 
5000 

10000 

270/20 to 30 over Tasmania 
270/25 to 30 over Tasmania 
270/30 to 40 over Hobart 

The cloud conditions apart from Tasmanicn west coast was 
relatively free from low cloud . Some cirrus persisted in most areas 
and thickened over northwest and mid - north of NSW wrere scattered to 
broken AcAs developed with base about 12 , 000 ft . 

/~--· 
(R . K. STIBBS) 
for Regional Director , Vic 
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/continut!d[rom pagt! 3.5 

hundreds of miles. Flight 229, 
please state nature of this craft. 
Only you change position and 
altitude. Are you okay as to you 
right position and altitude?" 

" Tower, it' s gone, vanished." 
"In what direction is 

unidentified craft moving away?" 
"Tower, it did not move away. 

It no longer exists." 
"Please check this observation 

. ·229. Unknown craft must move 
away in some, repeat some, 
direction." 

"Green vapor directly 
overhead, tower. Now that' s 
gone." 

"Now you are all clear, 2297 
And there is no strange craft, 
right? Could be miscalculation. 
But did you hear a vibratory?" 

"Tower, heard nothing but my 
own sound" 

Electrical phenomena, 229, . 
perhaps. Ball lightning can do 
strange things. Mirage not 
uncommon with storm flare." 

"Storm flare far off to east, 
tower. Not vapor trail. either. 
Holy ... here it comes from 
southwest! All shiny and metallic. 
My God, she comes at me. 
Electrical stuff doesn't have 
portholes, Tower. And it's making 
sharp turn downward at me. 
Wait ... let me - " 

Silence. 
"229, come in. 229, answer 

please." 
Silence. . 
"229, what are your 

intentions?" 
Intentions? Very early in his 

tlight training Valentich had 
learned that rendering a sober 
judgment of a flight observation 
also offered evidence of a pilot' s 
reliability and visual 
sophistication. Although only 21, 
Valentich had been airborne for 
two years and was respected by 
air control men and air traffic 
experts. Valentich had built up a 
"good log" in towers from 
Victoria to Tasmania; within 
10,000 squ1re mil" ~ Wit 

known as a metkulous spotter. In 
fact, a spokesman for the 
Australian Transport Department 
paid Valentich the following 
homage a few weeks after he 
literally vanished from this earth: 
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" He was far more than a 
qualified pilot He was a 
dedicated and vigilant observer 
His log was not one littered with 
'there's a funny balloon out to the 
east' or 'a flaming somPthing' 
without trytng to descnbe what a 
something is. He put objec ts 111 

flight under careful surveil lance, 
one could venture that Valentich 
was almost scholarly in h1s v1suJ I 
thinking . 

"We recall conversations w1th 
him in a flight rOOO'l where, after 
hearing a yarn about a ~1dicu lous 
sighting, he espoused a pol icy of 
being a 'master of the possible.' I 
remember his phrase. lly that he 
meant a possible object m the sky 
could turn out to be probable if 
given assessment from all human 
resources . 

"He emphasized he also didn' t 
believe putting anything one 
doesn' t understand in the 
crackpot file. It was his belief 
that sure as hell he didn' t buy the 
idea of interplanetary vehicles, 
but it doesn' t mean proof is 
lacking. In flight Valentich was 
committed to a total estimate of 
the situation. That's why his 
recordings of October 21 , 1978 
deserve thorough evaluation " 

At 7:07 P.M . Valentich had 
indeed given the situation c1 total 
estimation. Throttli'ng down the 

. Cessna, he maintained his course 
but dropped to 3,000 feet . In a 
flat, expressionless tone, he began 
his log on the Melbourne tape. 

"Tower, it is not an aircraft. 

Repeat, not aircraft known to 
Un1d<>ntlf1<'d vehicle has a gre 
l1ght at Lt·rminus of upper 
cylinder Outer proiection 
appears to be aluminum or 
other light metal The wmdows 
arc unmiStakable and I see fou 
other l1 ghts from the interior. N 
windows, some other observaf 
area Tower, it is playing a ga 
Able to become )tationary wh1 
at height of unmeasureable hi 
velocity Now it' s flying past at 
my fuselage on the right and no 
more than 400 fee t from my 
position -" 

" 229, are you on collision 
course? " 

" No, it b still at my side It c 
can hang motionless .. orbit over 
and under me. Let me log -" 

" Proceed, 229 " 
" Wingless tube she is. Maybe 

100 feet long, with a green bla 
sometimes green vapor. This a 
torpedo-type shape but so 
distended it appears to have 
outline of immense four-pointed 
star. Repeat again nearest to 
likeness of a massive cylinder a 
approx1mately tw1ce the siLe of 
standard 707, or a B-52." 

" 229, you logged 100 feet in 
length " 

" Tower, I log 100 fl'et lt-ngth 
approxunate in one s1ghtmg llut 
it dilates, 1t expands to hu~,;c s1z 
as I look at it." 

"Keep logging. But are you in 
danger?" 

" Not thmking that way Too 
much unbelievable to look at." 

AUSTRALIA 
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• "A~ou in danger, 229? Shall 
we send pursuit?" 

"Here he comes from 
southwest! Passing within 200 feet 
overhead. Good god, my engine is 
- (thunderous roar drowns out 
his words). 

"Is this Mayday, 229?" 
"No, he's gone eastward. But 

engine stalled when he made last 
pass ... engine .now resumed 
okay ... and he's coming right at 
me again. Please check your 
traffic scan. You must have a 
craft in vicinity." 

"Nothing since your first 703 
alert. Nothing now. Will order 
pursuit. .. full scramble to 8 miles 
over Bass at 3,000 altitude, 
correct, 229? You are sure? 
There's zero pkk-up of another 
craft anywhere in your area. But 
there was a noise -" 

"Unknown craft coming 
straight at mel He's hovering ... it's 
crazy. There he goes, but I can't 
lean on his bearing ... Why, he's 
vanished." 

"There IS no cratt. 229. Shall 
we order for scramble?" 

"Gone, I log . .. no sighting ... l'm 
alone at three thousand." 

"What's your intention now, 
229?" 

"My intentions, ah, 
keep on course to King Island. Do 
you believe my log?" 

"Sure do, we know it' s 
Valentich." 

"Thank you, tower. Am 
proceeding at speed of 110 at 
same course moving up to four 

VALENTICH 

•( . ·'·-' 
MEI.BOU"NI HIOHT 
SERVICE CONTROL 
REPORTED NO AIR 
TRAFFIC BELOW 
5.000 FEET . 

4 .500 
FEET 

thousand. Wait. .. wait. .. engine 
faltering .. I've got rough idling, 
she may conk . What the hell? Oh 
(deleted) Oh (deleted) she's 
coming up from the rear at a 
tremendous burst. . . his green light 
is all over here ... she .. . he ... it. .. it' s 
not aircraft. .. going up to five 
thousand ... six thousand ... long 
wingless metallic tube spouting 
flame ... I feel scorching ... 
I feel -" 

"229, we hear something 
tearing .. . 229? 229, please 
reply-" 

In the tower at Moorabbin 
Airport there was only silence. 
For a moment the air traffic 
controllers waited, stunned. It 
seemed unearthly. On their 
receivers they heard a loud 
CRUNCH! followed by a second 
detonating impact. It was the 
unmistakable screech of metal in 
collison with metal. 

''Come in, 229? Come inl" they 
repeated. hearing only their own 
breathing. The radar screen 
seemed to mock them. The blip 
that had been Valentich's plane 
simply vanished. The normal 
order of radar evidence - blip 
striking another blip to indicate a 
two-plane catastrophe - did not 
appear on the screen. 

"And he clidn' t go down!" cried 
the chief controller. 

"That smashing," said the No. 2 
man. "Not impact with water, 
what?" 

later Australian Transport 
spokesman Ken Williams summed 
it up in a terse report: 

"The Cessna was totally alone 
over that sea area. We knew 

( 

precisely where Valentich had ) 
been. It was a clear night. Very 
little wind and no rain or fog. 
Visual coverage for Valentich was 
clear for a hundred miles in all 
directions. Assume the highly 

~ 
unlikely situation the radar failed' 
to pick up a second craft. .. how 
could Valenti'ch fail to perceive 
that craft in perfect weather 
conditions?" 

Even as search planes roared 
into the night sky armed with 
exact data as to Valentich's last 
known position, Moorabbin 
Airport technicians pored over 
recent Information they had been 
inclined to disregard. From 

October 18 to October 21 (only 
f1ve hours before the Cessna 
disappeared) there had been 11 
UFO sightings The Royal 
Australian Air Force confirmed 
the burst of UFO activity. " Those 
unexplained sightings occurred 
over land and off-shore. We call 
them reports of sightings," the 
cautious statement said . 

Valentich's last cry of "engine 
faltering! " was less of an enigma 
to Australian air control than his 
d isappearance. They no longer 
·disregard reports of "sputterings" 
or " temporary failure" of planes 
in the vicmity of UFO sightings -
even though pdots of these 
planes do not report a UFO 
encoun ter 

A Civil Aviation spokesman 
states: " UFOs over our territory 
have been seen in conjunction 
with electromagnetic interference, 
radio blackouts, motor stall ings, 
air ionization and other odd 
effects. 

" Validity, some at least, could 
be g1ven to the likel ihood of 
UFOs. Something is hovering at 
low altitudes or making vertical 
ascents, descents, or orbiting at 
tremendous speed. It is possible 
that a UFO requirt>s extra power 
at such times, increasing the 
electromagnetic interference. 

"We reviewed hundreds of 
cases - not aircraft related -
and there were automobile 
engines stopp1ng for no apparent 
cause; radio and TV aerials 
crippled; electric lights have 
dimmed or gone out in cities, 
towns and villages. But here's the 
mystery: the radio on pilot 
Valentich' s Cessna func tioned 
during close encounter. Indeed, 
he radioed the object was as near 
as 400 feet. Why then did his 
radio perform up to that last 
second of ' I feel scorching!' 
before he was gone from the 
radar screen? 

" And here we have the biggest 
mystery: 1f h1s rad io performed, 
why was there a powerful 
magnetic force to ban1sh his 
tormentor from the screen? 

" Are there UFOs with 
propulsion dev1ces w1p10g out 
evidence as it so pleases them? 
Valentich radioed ' It is playing a 
/contin111' J un fiiiJ.:I' IW 
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. . game,' and who can dismiss it as 

hysteria? His words may show us 
that there may be little or nothing 
for science to measure - no 
material object to be picked up 
by human instrumentation. 
Nothing can be repeated for 
study because nothing existed 
but a force we cannot 
explain ... and the pilot's 
compliance with the duties of his 
job. He saw it." 

For four days 18 military and 
private planes roamed over 
15,000 square miles of open sea. 
The distance between Moorabbin 
Airport and King Island is 130 
miles. Three of the search craft 
followed the exact course of the 
vanished Cessna, circling .and re
circling over a small region where 
Valentich would have come down 
if he crashed. Again, the lost 
pilot' s meticulous skil l 
contributed to the precision of 
the three-plane search, criss
crossing back and torth, dipping 
to 150 feet, looking for wreckage, 
anything. Ironically, Valentich' s 
reportage on his final location 
was so dependable that searchers 
were able to focus on the exact 
few thou sand feet of sea . 

Not a trace: · 
On October 23rd - two days 

later - a search plane spotted an 
oil slick. It w as a small patch, 
slightly more than 50-by-50-foot. 
A scoopful was picked up by a 
gadget lowered to the sea from a 
helicopter. A few fours later a 
Melbourne laboratory positively 
identified the fluid as tar 
discharged by a freighter or some 
other sea going vessel. No 
airborne craft could have used it. 

. •' 

. r. ~ .. 

' . 
. Jot • .:.-...!- ... , .......... - : _ . .... ·• 

fielding dozens of call s from 
people who belll'ved they h,HI 
spotted the Ul 0 " A tube w1thout 
wings I saw up there," announced 
Morgan " My will' , t~.~bcl, s.1w it. 
too Ml'tt~lltc t~nd l>rtght, a grl't' n 
I ight, perhaps grel'n ~moke, or 
vapor." 

Thc1t did it . No e xact 
description of Valentic h' s sighting 
had been published in the 
Melbou rne press. nor had it been 
broadcast over TV or radio. 
Fu rthe rm ore, Colin Morgan was a 
partic ularly credtble witness· a 
distinguished member of the 
community, as suredly 
levelheaded, the vice president of 
a bank . " Making a mistake is not 
my business," Morgan said later. 

Morgan was right. When air 
control sat down with him to 
compare its confidentt.tl taptng of 
Valentich with the banker's 
superb recital, they looked at him 
admiringly. " It was like holdmg a 
mirror up to what the pilot 
logged," said a radio man at 
Moorabbin Airport. 

Of al l11 UFO sightings from 
October 18 to Octobe r 21 -
three made by profess1onal pilots 
- none was as accur..tte as the 
description given by Morgan 
Others had chronic led a 
" pubating bo>." or st1ll mon• 
vaguely a "ce le)tit~ l craft" or a 
"traveling illumtnation" or a 
" greenish ferris wheel " These 
hazy recollections within 50 to 
100 miles of Valentich's actual 
encounter tended to support 
convictions that there had been 
"unexplained sightings," a~ the 

Shortly after 10 A.M on 
October 24, the telephone rang in 
the main office of the Melbourne 
Police Department. On the line 
was bank executive Colin Morgan, 
59, of Melbourne. His story 
fascinated the officer who was 

·Royal Atr Force put it Ami these 
reports had drifted in before the 
news was flashed that Valentich 
had disappeared 

Morgan' s dl'pO)ttion 
dramatically conltrmcd what 
Valcntich logged at Moor.tbbin 
Airport It was uncanny. 

"What amaLcd m<' was the 
timing," Morg.ln told intt·rvit•wer) 

I 
I 

I.....J 
I 
~ .. 

r · 

I 
r 

' ! 

' I 

f 1> 



, 
\. 

''When I read that the pilot' s 
si(!hting was at 7·03 I couldn't 
b..-1:-e~ 1t. At the very moment 
Valentich was reporting his 
encounter with a UFO, Isabel and 
I had synchronized our 
watches, precisely at 7 P.M . It 
was low and traveling at 
unbelievable speed, cylinder 
shape,no wings, rows of windows 
and a greenish plume. Yes, it 
looked like a four-pointed star 
with green vapor streaming from 
one of its points." Shortly 
thereafter, Morgan sketched what 
he and his wife had seen. It fused 
perfectly with the word picture 
Valentich had logged on the 
airport tape. 

A keen-eyed cit1zen and his 
wife had unerringly viewed what 
Valentich had logged. But what 
of the terrify ing "I feel a 
scorching!" and the sickening 
CRUNCH! as he vanished from 
the radar screen? What was 
Valentich's fate?_ 

A scorching or burning trauma 
is not an unfamiliar experience 
for those who have had contact, 
directly or indirectly, with UFOs. 
UFO buffs are knowledgeable 
about existing data, much of it 
carefully documented, which 
gives a full account of domestic 
animals (horses, cows, sheep) 
found burned to death after 
strange flying craft visited the 
vicinity. 

Still unsolved, for example, is 
the 1967 case of the saddle pony 
at the Harry King Ranch, San luis 
Valley, California, which was 
literally incinerated (the skeleton 
had been burned pink) shortly 
after dozens of witnesses saw a 
UFO traveling eastward over a 
mountain while extending 
antennae toward a pasture. later, 
the U.S. Forest Service reported 
"high radioactivity" sweeping 
outward some two city blocks 
from the animals corpse. Similar 
incidents have been reported 
elsewhere. 

In Miami, Florida, State and 
local police still have no answer 
to the bizarre "scorches" on the 
skin of businessman filiberto 

· Cardenas, 45, who vanished from 
his car on I anuary 9 this year and 
was later found, bleeding and 
seared on a road four miles from 
where he had been abducted. 
Three witnesses saw him plucked 

upwards by a ··huge purple u~u 
Card enas reported that the hands 
reachmg down for him from the 
UFO were " hot as a furnace." 

There are countless other 
stories from people burned by a 
UFO encounter. Valent1ch's 
"scorching" experience is taken 
seriously by investigators, among 
them Cornell University scientist!>. 
They are still probing the truth, or 
untruth, of unexplamable " radar 
emissions from presumably 
unknown flying craft." Their link 
with human flesh mutilations 
defies analysis. 

In Chile, where UFO sightings 
are numerous, a Santiago team of 
physicists offered this 197 4 
observation: 

"A strong heating effect from a 
UFO encounter could be 
explained as a radar-type 
emission. In part of the evidence 
studied there is a possibil ity that 
a UFO 'hea t effect' is also 
associated with a ' UFO sound.' A 
certain proportion of reports 
include testimony of individuals 
of 'hearing' the approach of a 
UFO before it is seen. This 
'sound' has been described as a 
peculiar buzzing inside the head. 
We should not discount the 
stories of individuals, 
furthermore, who say they felt the 
extreme heat as some unknown 
object descended on them. 
Natural emissions with 
extraordinary heat from a UFO 
bear some similarity to radar 
signals. 

" Many radar beams consist of a 
series of electromagnetic pulses 
transmitted interm ittently. They 
have a high power of 
concentration in one direction -
with heat acceleration. When 
there are strange interactions (a 
burn or heat laceration not seen 
previously) the individual who 
suffers them should be l istened to 
carefully. 

"A UFO burn could be a 
reality ... reality leading to a 
confirmation of a true encounter. 
And that high-heat encounter 

• could destroy its target." 
Was the searing fire that 

enveloped Frederick Valentich's 
plane so volatile that it ignited 
the Cessna's metal structure? 
Could he have vanished as a puff 
of ash in the wind over the sea? '1 

The answer remains to be found-



to hove -~of~ 
immelll8, four-pointed. 
star. -

"Now It-dilates. ~t eJt
pands to a huqe tize as I 
w6tch it:H~ 

And n.n. os the UFO 
closed in for the last 
time: ."lt'a a long, win
dowless, me1alllc tube. 

lhe feat IOUncf on the 
tape Ia the scrHCh of 
metal on metal. 

One week after 
Valentich vanished, I, 
too, was handed 
e-vidence that the 
o.panmeat of T~rt 
hod censored the tape, 
on grounds of notional 
eecurity. 

Some of the , pilot's 
commenta in the 
American magazine 
report tally with notes I 
was given last October. til 
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0 AN AMERICAN 
magazine claims it 
holds o top-secret 
Austral ion govern
ment tope concerning 
o UFO. 

In the alleged 
transcript, published this 
week by Ideal UFO 
Quarterly, missing pilot 
Frederick Volentich 
radios that there ore 
people aboard the 
huge, silver croft which 
buzzed him over Boss 
Strait 

By telephone, t tQlked 

Pilot 'censored' 
to the magazine's New 
York executives. 

They sotd they held 
evtdence tho: Austrolto's 
Deportment of Transport 
hod censored more than 
five minutes of Volen
tich' s report . 

Sample passages . . . 
" This c,rg is like no 

other. II orbits around 
me . . . has windows. 
It's o Iorge croft with 
personnel. 

" Outer projection ap
pears to be aluminium . 
It con hong motionless 
. .. looks like o green 
tube with vapor • . but 
so distended, it seems 

to hove the outline of on 
tmmense, four-pointed 
star. 

" Now it dilates. It ex
ponds too huge size os I 
watch it " 

And then. as the UFO 
closed in for the lost 
time : "It's o long, win
dowless, metallic tube, 

The lost sound on the 
tope is the screech of 
metal on metal. 

One week after 
Volentich vanished, I, 
too, was handed 
evidence that the 
Deportment of Transport 
hod censored the tope, 
on grounds of notional 
security. 

Some of the pilot's 
comments in the 
American mogoztne 
report tally with notes I 
was given lost October. 

HAVE 
YOU ... 
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11 hurt as 
rodeo stand 
coll~pses 
ELEVEN people were·taken · 

to hospital and a baby nar
rowly escaped death yesterday 
when a stand full of people 
watching a rodeo collapsed In 
Ulmarra, on the NSW north 
coast. 

More than 60 people were on 
the eight-tiered timber stand. 

Last night four people - two 
with broken bones - were still 
in Grafton Hospital. The oth
ers were discharged after 
treatment for shock and 
bruises. 

Police said a year-<>ld girl es~ 
caped death because she was 
moved from her pram•seconds 
before it was crushed by the 
stand. 

- w ...,.uven.y and examination re
vealed needle punctures near their 
jugular veins. 

At least one trainer received death 
threats over his refusal to rig races, 
the report says. 
It also says a federal Liberal politi

cian and a State Labor MP accompa
nied two well-known crimlnala on a 
flight from Britain to Australia on 
July 25,19'16. 

The crlminals had travelled to Brit
ain eight days earlier to buy gambling 
equipment for Illegal casinos In the 
Sydney area. , 

One had 10 convictions for BP ~t
tlng. 

The independent MP for South 
Coast, Mr John Hatton, described the 
report yesterday as "frightening." 

He said he would call on Mr Wran to 
order the NSW Police Commissioner. 
Mr Wood, to appear before Parlia
ment to answer questions relating to 
organised crime. 

"Either the Pol ce Commissioner 
has not kept his minister Informed of 
the crime intelligence unit's findings 
or Mr Wran lied to Parliament when 
he said he didn't know the report exis
ted," Mr ~at ton said. 

Seance 'reaches' UFO kidnap pilot 
A CLAIRVOYANT claims he has 

. made contact with a pilot who dJsap
peared in October after reporting the 
presence of an unidentified flying ob
ject. 

He said the misslnr pilot., 20-year-old 
Frederick Valentich, reported bein{ 
taken by a community in space and that 
the reason his aircratt. has not been found 
is that it "disappeared from any physical 
existence." 

The. clairvoyant, New Zealan.d author 
and lecturer Coli11 Amery, held a special 
seance at his Dunedin home on Saturday 
ni{ht., encUy six months after Valen
t.lch's disappearance over Bass Skalt. 
The ease inade world headlines because 

of a radio messare between Valentlch and 
air traffic control in which the pilot de-

--

By DAVID ELIAS 

scribed a bri,ht objet& tlyinr close to his. 
Cessna. The conversation ended with a 
metallic thud. Since then no trace of pilot 
or plane has been found. 

The mlssin{ pilot's father, Mr Guido 
Valent.ich, knew of the seance and plan· 
ned to be lri his son's bedroom at. the time 
to assist with deep concentration. But a 
mix-up over the Ume chan'e between 
Australia and New Zealand put. Mr Valen
tlch in his son's bedroom· two hours early. 
D~ a short ~conversation" throurh 

Mr Amery, Valent.lch is said to have told 
the seance that 60 seconds of the radio 
transcript was suppressed and edited out 
bel ore It was released. The alleptlon Is In 
line with hi,hly-publlcised claims by 
friends and family after its release. 

Valeatich is supposed to have said he 

wu sate but no lonrer had a physical 
body. He Is claimed to have said: "I am 'in 
lirht.. I can move to wherever I need to 
be." 

ValenUch reportedly said there 'Were 
people who had come to do cerbln work 
and they needed his skill. They were not 
from earth but from a place in the rainy 
he could not locate. Asked lC there were 
others with him he replied: "Ye11. Many 
people with technical skills have been 
chosen to help, and the11e people are my I 
collearues. They come from the ulanet 
earth." - l 

Mr Guido ValenUch said yesterday he 1 
1&111 believed hill son was alive but wat. 
scept.Jcal about Mr Amery's claims. Mr 
Valentlch said it was just possible Mr 
Amery mirbt. be tryinr to publlcise Ius 
book, New Atlantis, which predicts ~oevere 
upheavals and rreat changu to the earlh 
in about a year. I 
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Turbocharged 
1979 Bonanza 
A NEW turbocharged Bonanza, desig
nated the A36TC, is included in the 
Beechcraft line for next year. Certifi
cation is expected this month, and 
deliveries will begin next year. Engine 
is the 300 b .p. Continental TSI()-.520-
UB, raising maximum certificated 
altitude to 25,000ft, and gross weight 
from the A36's 3,600lb to 3,650lb. The 
diameter of the standard three-bladed 
propeller is an inch smaller for re
duced tip speed and noise, and for 
greater ground clearance. The need 
for cowl flaps is eliminated by a series 
of louvres and gills, and the heater 
has been redesigned and repositioned 
to cope with the lower temperatures 
at high altitudes. 

Standard features on the A36TC, 
as well as the A36, include a new 
extended rear compartment for up 
to 70lb baggage, and a new 15° 
approach flap setting common to all 
Bonanzas, identical with that of 
the Baron models and allowing a 
maximum extension speed of 152kt. 
Also offered on all 1979 Bonanzas is 
increased oxygen capacity, with the 
choice of either a 49ft..:! or 76ft.4 system. 
The A36, now in its 11th year, is cur
rently top-selling Bonanza, although 
the V-tailed V35 bas now been going 
for 32 years and passed the 10,000 
mark in 1977. 

Next year will see the Skipper, 
Beech's T-tailed two-seater, entering 

service in the Beech Aero Club train
ing package sYStem, alongside the 
Sundowner 180, retractable Sierra 200 
and Ducbess twin. The first produ~ 
tion prototype Skipper flew in Sep
tember, and it has since been joined 
by another for flying towards certifi
cation, expected in January. Skipper 
production has begun at Beech's 
Liberal-based division, alongside Sun
downer, Sierra and Duchess assembly 
lines. 

Sixty Duchesses had been delivered 
up to September 30, with production 
next year expected to exceed 200. 
Three have gone to Canada and in 
September one was flown 18,000 miles 
to New Zealand. Beech has developed 
a multi-engine course to complement 
Duchess introduction at its 100 Aero 
Clubs. The course covers complete 
training for the private and commer
cial pilot certificates and instrument 
rating. 

Cessna downed by UFO? 
A FULI.rSCALE air and sea search 
was mounted from M elbourne last 
week for a Cessna l 82 which dis
appeared after its pilot said he had 
been buzzed by an unidentified object. 
~··•I!!I!II•~Frederick VaJen
tic was flying alone over the Bass 
Strait when he told Melbourne air 
traffic tlhat he saw an object with 
"four bright ligh ts." It initially passed 
about l ,OOOft above h im, he said, at 
a speed he could not estimate. Valen
tich was at 4,500ft, and no other ai~ 
craft were r eported in the vicinity. 

He later said be was orbiting, and 
that the object, with " a green Hght 
and sort of metallic light on the out
side," was orbiting above him. Shortly 
afterwards be reported his engine 
was rough-running, and said he was 
proceeding to King Island with the 
unknown aircraft still hovering over 
him. After what was described as a 
metallic noise on his t ransmission, 
r adio contact was lost. An oil slick 
was later reported in the area, but 
was thought to be too widespread to 
have come from a light aircraft. 

Pri ate 
~l1Urn1001J 
Official oroen of the Royal Aaro C1ult 

1633 

Left Besides turbochorging, the A36TC also 
has o new extended rear comportment (or up 
to 701b baggage. Below left Deliveries of the 
Skipper should begin early next year 

\ Prizegiving night at 
1 the Royal Aero Club 

THIS YEAR'S presentation of Royal 
Aero Club medals by president HRH 
the Prince of Wales takes place on 
November 28 at the Royal Auto
mobile Club. Awards to be presented 
include the Britannia Trophy, Silver 
and Bronze medals, the Prince of 
Wales Cup, Breguet Trophy, FAI 
Group Diploma, Tissandier and Mont
golfier Diplomas and Nile Gold Medal 
The presentation will be at the RAG's 
Mountbatten Suite, Pall Mall, London 
SWI. Tickets, at £6·50, are available 
from the Royal Aero Club Social Sec
retary, John Morgan, at 47 Curzon 
Street, London WI. 

Development plans 
under consideration 
for Kent airfield 
KENT County Council may develop 
West MalHng airfield to cater for air
taxi and other types of business and 
private flying. Leader of the County 
Council, John Grugeon, stresses that 
this is only one of the options being 
considered. Others include housing, 
industrial and recreational schemes. 

The Council is still a long way from 
imaking any firm decisions, and is 
keeping in close touch with the local 
district councils. An aviation consul
tancy bas prepared a full report on 
the airfield. The Council emphasises 
that recreational flying, especially 
training circuits, and scheduled air 
services are not included in its plans. 

Chipmunk Club's second 
year 
THE British-based DHC-1 Chipmunk 
Club bas just celebrated its first 
birthday, and already bas some 100 
members in Australia, Iceland, 
Nigeria, North America and Europe. 
Several joined after reading about 
the club in Flight, and secretary 
Ralph Steiner writes to welcome 
other readers who may be Chipmunk 
owners, p ilots or simply enthusiasts. 
Contact him at Solle r, Barnet Road, 
Arkley, Herts. 



Minister , 2 6 APR \979 
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, .. 23 April 1979 
~/ ~ c.c. Secretary 

/ Dep Sec (AO) 

Suggested r eply herewith. 

~~,// 
( G. V. Hughes ) 

Assistant Secretary 
(Air Safety Investigation) 

v __v/ ~~~~~~~r Vic/Tas 
!Parliament· House 

CANBElffi.A t Af:r 2600 

Private Secretary 
MLS Dear Dr Cass, 

I refer to your personal representations on behalf of 
Mr Guido Valentioh of 18 Arven Avenue, Avondal.e Heights, whose son 
disappeared whilst piloting an aircraft across Bass Strait on 
21 October 1978. 

My Department wasfo of course, responeible for the search 
action which took place when it became known that . the aircraft was 
missing. Add! tionally • the Air Satety Investigation Branch of my 
Deparbnent commenced an investigation at that time into the circum
stances which led to the disappearance of the aircraft. This invest
igation has not yet been completed but, in the absence of any trace 
of the aircraft or the pilot, it aeema unlikely that it will be 
possible to determine the reason tor the disappearance. Responsibill ty 
tor investigation of reporta concerning •Unidentified Flying Objects• 
ia that of the Royal Auatralian Air Force and ay Department bas 
liaised with the RAAF concerning those aspects of the occurrence. 

Mr Valentich had contact with the Rescue Co-ordination 
Centre (RCC) at Melbourne Airport on eaoh day of the search for the 
missing aircraft and was given details of the search action completed 
and intended. A few days after the aearch was abandoned, he visited 
the RCC and was given an extensive briefing of the complete search 
operation. At about th1a time he also visited the Regional Office of 
my Department to assist the investigation and the responsible air 
sdety investigation officer advised h1Dl of the progress of the 
investigation at that time. Subsequently, he made two fUrther visits 
and several telephone calla to the Regional Office tor discussions 
with air safety investigation officers and on each occasion was 
advised ot the progress of the investigation. It is understood that 
he has a.J.so bad contact with the RAAF concerning the u.r.o. aspects 
o:f the occurrence. 

It is believed that Mr Valentich has been informed of all 
relevant information known to my Department 1n respect of this 
unfortunate occurrence and, of courae, if any trace of his son or the 
missing aircraft is discovered .in the tuture, he will be informed 
accordingly. In the meantime, it there is any specific aspect o! the 
occurrence in respect of which Mr Ya1entich requires turther information, 
any request made by him to ay Department will again be treated very 
sympathetica11y. 

The Hon. M.H. Cass, M.P. 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA, Af:£ 2600 

Yours sincerely, 

( P.J. Nixon ) 

. I 
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JH :MCS 22 . 3 . 79 . 

2 ? MAP. 107~--a 

Dear Mr Keane, 

In your letter of 12 January you asked sever al 
questions about the Cape Otway Light and the Cape Wickham 
Light. The attached sheet tabulates the answers to those 
ques\;ions . 

Your 10 January letter asks about public access 
to the file on the missing aircraft, VH- DSJ. The Air Safety 
Investigation Branch of the Department of Transport is charged 
with the investigation of occurrences which affect, or could 
affect, air safety. The purpose of these investigations is to 
help us all to prevent or avoid air accidents in the future . 
The material gathered in the course of our investigations is 
freely given to us on the understanding that we will treat it 
as confidential and use it solely for the purposes of accident 
prevention. 

With regard to your other question , please be 
advised that the investigation into this occurrence is contin
uing and the Department has not released a report of the 
investigation. 

Yours 

Mr Peter G. Keane, 
55 Greville Avenue , 
FLINDERS PARK, S. A. 5025. 

Att 

sincer; 
(I .S. Smith) 
for Director 



Otway Wickham Units 

A. INTENSITY - White 1,000,000 550,000 Candela 

- Red 250,000 tl 

B. RANGE Nominal - white 26 24 Naut . Miles 
Nominal - red 22 
Geographical - red/ 24 23 

white 

c. CHARACTERISTICS 
on 0.1 0.1 Seconds 

off 2.6 2.9 tl 

on 0.1 0.1 tl 

off 2.6 6.9 " 
on 0.1 tl 

off 12.5 tl 

Total Cycle 18.0 10.0 n 

D. POSITION - Lat. 380 39° South 51.5 ' 35.7' 
Long. 143° 143° East 30.8 ' 56.9 ' 

ELEVATION 91 85 Metres 

HEIGH! OF !OWER 19 48 tl 

SHAPE 1 COLOUR1 MATERIAL - Both are round, white, stone towers. 

GLAZED SECTION - Diameter 3-7 3.7 Metres 
Height 3.0 3.0 " 

E. Q!! Manually Photoelectric 
15 mins 
before 
sunset 

OFF Manually at " 
sunset 
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V116/783/1047 

Dear Mr Valentich, 

In your letter of 8 January 1979 you asked me 
if I could provide you with a copy of the radio trans
missions made by your son during the flight which terminated 
in his disappearance on 21 October 1978. 

It is the normal policy of this Department to 
treat all recorded radio communications as confidential. 
However, in this case, I am very happy to give you a taped 
copy of your son ' s voice to have as a keepsake. 

I would ask you, however, in view of the Depart
ment ' s firm policy of confidentiality, to confine the hearing 
of the tape to your family for the specific purpose stated in 
your letter. 

Please accept my sincere wishes that the disappear
ance of your son will be resolved without further distress to 
you and your family. 

Yours fai thful.ly, 

(GJ~tghes) 
A/g Director 

llr G. Valentich, 
18 Arvern Avenue, · 
AVONDALE HEIGHTS, VIC. 3034. 
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ISS:CC: 26/2/79 

116/783/1047 

Dear I!r Keane , 

Your lettcro of tho 10th end 12 of Jmnwry have been roceivod and t 
matters you raised arc receiving our attention. 

"'17 

I apologioe for the delay in acknowledging your corrcopo nco ~~ ~lank 
you fer your courtesy in c cloainc sta'Jl)od nddreosed onvelopco . However, pleaoe 
bo viced that theoo are not nocesonry when correoponditlg with en uotralian 
Governoont departccnt. 

Peter G. Keonc, 
55 Gre ville .ve, 
· nm:ms PAm , s. • 5025 

Yours faithfully, 

(I .S. timl.th) 
for Director 



~~ ~., .. ,. .. :-.... 
MINUTE 

AD(o) 

Please see folio 75. 

2 This Branch is not really conpetent t o answer 
Hr Ke~e ' s questions and we l-Tould appreciate you 
providing the required inforration uhere .JOssible . 

I. .3 . S!ilTH 
J.SSTT 
23 "'ebruary 79 

o.o.T. 1962 

-



Jan.I2th,I979 Peter G.:..eano 1C' 
55 Greville Ave ;;)> 

Dear Sir, 
?linders Pan 5025 
Adelaide S.a. 

This is by way of an enquiry into the mainlight at Cape Otway light-

house. 

The purpose of this letter is to obtain any information on the follow-

ing that you care to release for an investigation into the alleged 

"UFO" related incident involvillB' the disappearance of the Cessna I82 

on Oct.2Ist: 

A) .lliat is the exact power output of the Cape Otway light? 

B) Exactly how far can this light be seen? 

C) 7hat are, the colours of the light and the exact duration of its 

revolutions? 

D) that is the position of the lichthouse/heig!lt/width/no.of ID.ndows/ 

colourinc/ etc .? 

~) ~Vhen does the light begin operation each day? 

F) Do you have the same information on the above. 5 queries on the 

Cape uickham lighthouse,~ing Island,and if so could you please 

supply it? 

G) Any information that you may deem relevant to my study. 

Any information that you Gnpply is greatly appreciated and uill 

benefit my study. 

Tho lighthouse keepers at Cape Omay and Cape Wickham have both 

provided helpful information but I seek more detailed data on the 

above queries . 

In hoping that you will assist , I am sincerely, 

0 .r'eter G .:::eano. 

16 JAt. 9 

. . 



.. 

Jan.rOth ~ 
Dear llr Smitn, 

.. eter G.Keane -;'Lf.-
55 trr~ville AVe 
l•'linU.crs PQ.r'- )025 
Adelaidl') s .. 

tour assistance in earlier enquiries has been ve17 helpful 

but I must make one final query; is the file on ~he valen-

~icn disappearance available to the public or has any inv-

estigation by the Dept . of Transport or analo~ous or canis-

a~ions been released,that I may oota~ . 

I-:uill be gl ad to pay any postage fees/reproducti on fees 

and wha~ever else remittance is necessary upon notification 

as to these needs. 

In hopinc that you Tiill assist,I am sincerely,~ 

- ·eter liol\.Cane • 

j 
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RRC :CS 13/12/78 

V11b/7U3/1047 

Dear 11adam, 

Your letter dated 5 December 1978 re 
accident to VH-DSJ ha. been received and you can 
expect a reply shortly. 

Yours faithfully, 

MaJ. Brooke, 
31 Avenue Street, 
MILLSWOOD. S.A. 5034 

I.S. Smith 
for Director 
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V116/783/1047 

Dear lU'. K ana, 

ISSzVP 
8/12/78 

The purpose or our analyata of the oil slick aampl en fro 
a Strait during the " arch for 1 sing C an 182 aircraft, VR- J 1 

waa to det rminea 

1 if the aacple wu or avi ~ion type fuel or lubricant and 

2 if 1 t waa 1 then w it fro the miaai ng aircraft. 

asulta of the analysis b.f the M~teri e Research Labor toriea 
indica ed that the sample waa conaiatant with unkeri fu 1 oil and 
not, olin or lubrlc ting oil . This r ul t ne ted any r quircmant i'or further 
o.nalyaia u "acoop" method va. uaeii to r cov r ot the eample, 1 t contained 
a v l'Y limited amount or th hydrocarbon base material and there iR no 
ra idue for other ly i • 

hen tho •~ple t n fr t e oil slick 1 t w-a loca ed at 
39°19' South Latitude 144 01' t tongitud • 10 dAte no wr or thia 
ircr t t b an sight d o~ r cov r d. 

Mr. Pet r G. eane, 
55 Oroville venue, 
Flinders Park1 

ADELAID • S.A. 5025 

Your aL""lc r ly, 

(l.S. Sllli th) 
for Director 



2.8/II/ 7'd 

' Dear Jlr Smith, 
J 5 NOV 1978, 

Pe,;er G.Keane ~ 
55 trreville Ave 00 
Flinders ~ark 5025 l 
Adelaide ~:>.~. 

I have received your letter dated the 27th(refer. VII6/783/I047) 

regarding an earlier enquiry into the oil sample obtained from 

the ~as Strait. 

The information you supplied,while appreciated,is not sufficient 

ror my purpose which is to obtain detail ed information on var ious 
- ·~~----------------------------~ 

aspects of the missing pil ot incident including the findings on 

all wreakage and material thought to have come from the missing 

plane . 

1 wish to obtain a chemical analysis of the sample taken;is this 

available? 

Similarly, is information on the exact whereabouts of the oil-

slick found, available"( 

In hoping that you uill assist my enquiries,l thank you. 

l ours sincer el y, 

tf;7~_..,--
Pe,;er G.Keane. 



Telephone 31 7222, Ext . 

Director, 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE 
MATERIALS R ESEARCH LABORATORIES 
CORDITE AVENUE. M ARIBYRNONG. VICTORIA 

P.O. BOX 50. ASCOT VALE VIC .. 3032 
TELEGRAMS MARELABS MELBOURNE 

Our Reference: 

Department of Transport, 
Transport House, 

_ o 9-s 

1\),r,t- n 3- , o"'u 
I FIL 

Date: 

108 Lonsdale Street, 
MELBOURNE, VIC. 3000 (Attention: Mr. I.S. Smith) 

Your Reference : Vl16/783/1047 

Water Samples ex Bass Strait 

The samples were solvent extracted to remove any hydrocarbon- based 
material. The extracts were then examined by both Gas Chromatography and 
a combination of this with Mass Spectrometry. 

Both samples yielded very small quantities of hydrocarbon oil, 
however the analyses indicated that these were more consistent with 
bunkering fuel oil than with either gasoline or lubricating oil. The 
peaks observed fell into a range somewhat between these two materials 
and hence could not be attributed to either. 

The difficulty of sampling an oil slick of this nature which 
heralds its presence with little more than a coloured pattern on the surface 
is well known. It is an area of activity where undoubtedly some development 
work would be of value. The only advice that I can offer is a personal 
belief that a large thin flat sponge floated on the surface of the slick 
would be better than any scoop arrangement . The sponge or sponges could 
then be placed immediately into plastic bags for carriage and storage. 
In this context the sponge could well be a sheet of synthetic material 
such as is sold by the Clark Rubber Company . 

UMMINS)~ 
for Chief Superintendent 



ISS : CS 27/1 1/78 

V116/783/ o~-J 

Dear Mr. Xeane, 

Tne Materials Research Laboratoriea analysed 
a water/oil sample obtai ned !rom Baas Strai~ at the 
request or The Department or Transport and they have 
referred your letter to this office. 

It was determined that the oil contained 
in the water sample was fuel oil and not or the 
type used in the missing aircraft. 

Peter G. lteane, 
55 Greville Avenue, 
Flinders Park, 
Adelaide. S.A. 5025 

Yours taithtully, 

I • .,. 
tor Director 

PiOOEOUkE.. M 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE 

MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORIES 
CORDITE AVENUE. MARIBYRNONG. VICTORIA 

P.O. BOX !50. ASCOT VALE, VIC •. 3032 
TELEGRAMS• MARELABS MELBOURNE 

Telephone 31 7222, Ext . Our Reference: 7/3/1 

Mr I. Smith 
Superintendent, Air Safety Investigation 
Department of Transport 
108 Lonsdale Street 
MELBOURNE. VIC. 3000. 

Dear Mr Smith, 

Date : 1 ~ NOV 1g78 

I have received correspondence from a Mr Keane of 
Flinders Park, Adelaide concerning enquiries into the disappearance 
of the Cessna 182 on October 21. Since these Laboratories 
are not in a position to release the results of an investigation 
undertaken for your Department, I enclose Mr Keane's letter for 
your attention. 

Yours sincerely, 

(P. DUNN) 
Acting Chief Superintendent 
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PRG : CS 24/1 1/78 

V1 16/7b3/1047 

COMMAND Iln'ELLIGENCE OFFICER 
BEADQ.OARTERS SUPPORT COMMAND 
RAAF 
VICTORIA BARRACKS 
MELBOURBE. VIC . 3004 

(Attentions Sqn Ldr T. Filing) 

OAT£ DESPA 

PROtlEOUP.[ 

MISS! G AIR~ 1 C.ESSJJA 182 Vll- DSJ ON 21 .10.78 

ON 

A recent latter t o you (V116/783/1047 of 23. 11. 78)r efers) , 
concerning missing aircr aft VH- DSJ and other mat ters, vaa deapatched 
without the ment i oned attachments . 

These attachments are i ncluded vith this ' letter !or your 
attention. 

ATT. 

:>1~. 
I.S. SMITH 
for DIRECTOR 



ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 

q()jt/1 tlte eompliment~ ol 

COMMAND IN.TELLIGENCE OFFICER 
HEADQUARTERS SUPPORT COMMAND 

RAAF 
VICTORIA BARRACKS 
MELBOURNE VIC. 3004 

(T::T. Fu ... ti'J~) 

~'-'k- I.Jz~ 



RFJ'ORT 0? lJ!:USU/.L L"StlL'..L SIC~ 'TI~7GS -----
Part 1 - Report b~· Observer 

1 . J ,~ ...., 'I I 
Name of Observer j) D liJ(hf){;;7;~/V Age 36 

? 
Address Q C tJ ,$12(1{11-.1 I) J) 

V/Ctv1 15/fp...'/ State 1/t C 

Occupation /16-/l!?f-tE/\ 

Po:::t Code 3C'2t-/-

7 f) -<.. // 
Telephone No. (!1ome) ' -')j { 0'3 / ( Business) ); 1 ( ( {; L' 

2 .... a . Exact location of observer Q ;J --1{-{ G C:l!.r;J:-:.( OC t:Jhj 

b .· Observer 1 s familiarity vri th t~e location --------------------
Sta=t of observation: Date 2/· tO {2 Time lift&-~ 7 .()<.:> SJB'/pm 

End of observo.tion: Date ~( · (0 77 Time0<-ct'-- 1 -( 0 a1fl/pm 
Accu_~cy of dut e t/ Time / 

5. Ge:.1eral vreatht:!r conditions of tine of observatio:1, referr~ng t o cloud, 
·.rind, -;-;. oi '.>.L::;;:r etc. C.YJLii~l )fL~,-~.::i:l)i ,t:j::.l£.,_,1: ___ _ 

'· 

5({f\i .5( '1 )C'tifc f-/-flt'f.t ~ c.f· Yt:J/ ttl I)(" 

-=:o-.,~ 'lhere th8 < .:<sv;ers to ques tio~1s 6, 7 2-"ld A ascpcsed , a.."!c ·.r~=e ai·is 
o:::- equi:p.T.ent used C.11Xil1JJ the si.ghtir.r:;? __ (.__~ f t.--y '-- ~ II'. t-1 -r-

l \ ,' (N f.V-"--'. ~--· _ __;:;c='-=-c...:.;<.~< ~e~,! o ~ 1.,-/' 1.+-z ') < . __ _ 



·. 

10 . 

11. 

Describe the~~~a)/light(s) as follows 

a . number (}!/~ 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e . 

f. 

g . 

h . 

i. 

j. 

a . 

----------------------!>tf h/,r(; ->•fN ,~ c3rl((t-tf ovdi(C: A((c<i'(" h 1•(11 (<~"-,<v\--1) ,·,,ry> 
colour i >tf+V 7{ Ottt( rfr /..u : r({ ~V r-11(1-/ S• O·l tl> ...... c r}t , - ll(: £_,.1 ,b.f). 

size t/fh £d /fur.: .>J2C: oF \, .::·,~,.-{s. 

shape !{ OU;t.' {2 

brightness (rel ative to full moon/star) Fus-L. ;J1oc;v1 -

I 11 IJ, / 
movement direction of travel tv'.,,; 1 (,·•Atfuc"t- /i c < ( t.}S'I 

C ........ ,..,...;; I " / , v r . --IOc..U .. y t./rJ I ttf"LL- t" /Jlf)C!c,J< /Jc"-"d-l:t)} or: 1?-'-~1- L tt:r.· ~ .... ct.''t-::.'. 
I J. ,. 

sound f\1 C IV .... : · 

speed ----..,.:.~ ~U.r..v .....,ktv f.."-"'-'-"-,-----------------
method of propulsi•m _ ..... l.u.A.....,I\,._t _.ft_,v_'=o_lv_' \/&..-. ___________ _ 

manner of di sappea.xance ._(\z.::~;_: __ --=<;'-'(....:t;.,£,/_,_/'..:;..c7'-i)--J"'-~n~c"'"'·~-~..:.../ .....:'v"""\~.___ __ 

Narrative descript ion of the sighti ng and. any unusual 
feature~ or additional co~1ents --------------------
1 11~- i'l \...I /J /._ ,. ,,_, / r 

_ r __ lt_t_._~..;;......--',f_( I. .;...I ":;..;.t__;IV"-.c'-AI--( __ _,_,(fc...::L=O'-/-"-~..___"_.;...I t..._i(;. I',, u1 I (. / LL7hv' 

~I) f3E"(rJ:..:-cV t-"V'/C .1\tL=-t.;: CJ l._c;.,~,t-L- : n '~...:-
/ 4-h- ~t'YG ;J't~ l.::Q fft~Ct{'{ (' ~~!!. q ,11(1:( r..!c-""i) 

~ r ' 
lh- -<:crv ... ..; /ljn t.• Z·IO{"m, fl"J/ fVtfC Kt.'Ct1C:r-tt" 

A; /J\:f //-1-1urvT:CAl I) 0 tC: tr;.. Cuf... /,c S(lf 

.'>rtt p 

!::"1 (?(.If I ·.J IJ-7£ Ot-.1 
""J u.s ' (') l({ k ' c 

~ (j~ ..) 1'"c.'?h/f ,.,J -{ ;'((..- jl(i 
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b . Diagram or a~etch of sighting (if possible) 

/ .-
/" 

/ 

12. HaYe :rou acy photographs of t he sighti i'lG , or i s there ar..y physical 
evidence of f ragments , sco~hing or ground indentations? ----------

I I .... , 

IV(./ 

13. limr many other \•'i tnesses vrere there to the s ighting? 
~leasa provide names ~~d addresses i f pcs siol e) 

n(-.5 B H,rt~D u:1,;rJ 
------~~ -------~-------------------

g C 1-J. S{LC1c rJ A?J 

14 . Hav e you previously rr.ade e::ry :reports -to official autnori ties or UFO 
organizati ons regardins tmus~il a erial sig~tinzs? If so , give 
br i ef details of dates and circ~t~~ces. 

Date 21! 1/ .; N 
/) I I / 

S • t '"" (j_ " I -J..gna. ;ure , ) - /'- , ._.,.< - --
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had seen wreckage of a plane in cJuld not sec wreckage a second 
B St . h M t•me. 

ass r~•t near _w ere ~1- The department said any wreck-
bourne pilot Freder~ck Valenhch ,l,~e nt the ~pot, 48 miles north of 
vanishe d. Kmg Island, would be in 30 

The tran;;port department said f<!lhoms t60 metres). 
t bt> pilot. flying .a Cessna 337 from Seas were rough and a gale 
1\lelboume to Kmg Island, circled \',arnmg was out. 

The department said 
planes ::md shlpo; Ul;ing, 
the area had br<'n nlc·rtt'd, 
but no seanh \\ ns plan
ned yet. 

Vnlentich, 20. in n 
slngle-en;zine Cessnn 18:.!, 
\ nnished on a flight from 
MelbOurne to King Island 
on October 21. 

Minutes before his ra
o .\\eDt sUb'nt, ValcnLich 

told ntr con troll• rs that n 
Jnq:te ob.l_~t was h•lHlllJn' 
noove 111m. and l v.a.<; 
'r.ot a n aircraft." 
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THIS ITEM HAS BEEN DIGITISED IN SECTIONS 

• 
. tRANS AA30260 

TRANS AA30276 ,. , 
f 

24/1.0/78 

FRO~ HUGHES AS<SI> 

TO ~INISTER 
C.C. SECRETARY, 

• 

• 

TIME 

DEP. SEC. <A.O. > 
FAS<AO> 
FAS<FW> 
DIRECTOR VIC/TAS 
DPR 
ADPR 
AS<PC> 

DAILV NOTE 

~ISSING CESSNA 1.82 VH-DSJ - BASS STRAIT 

FOLLOWING INTENDED TO ASSIST IN ANSWERING ANY POSSSIBLE 
QUESTIONS AND IS SUPPLE~ENTARY TO ~y INITIAL NOTIFICATION OF 
23 OCTOBER. 

DETAILS OF RELEVANT SECTION OF PRELI~INARY TRANSCRIPT FRO" 
~ELBOURNE FLIGHT SERVICE RECORDING ARE AS FOLLOWS• 

TO TEXT 
---------------------------------------------------------------------
090611.4 DSJ FS "ELBOURNE THIS IS DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS 

THERE ANY KNOWN TRAFFIC BELOW FIVE THOUSAND 

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN TRAFFIC 

DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET 1 A~t SEEMS <TO> BE A 
LARGE AIRCRAFTt BELOW FIVE THOUSAND 

0906144 FS DSJ D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET WHAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT 
IS IT? 

DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET I CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS FOUR 
BRIGHTt IT SEE~S TO ~E LIKE LANDING LIGHTS 

0907 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

0907131 DSJ FS ~ELBOURNE THIS <IS) DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE 
AIRCRAFT HAS JUST PASSED OVER ~E AT LEAST A 
THOUSAND FEET ABOVE 

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT IS A LARGE 
AIRCRAFT CONFIR~ED? 

DSJ FS ER UNKNOWNt DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELL1N6 
IS THERE ANY AIRFORCE AIRCRAFT IN THE 
VICINITY? 

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE 
VICINITY 

090811.8 DSJ FS MELBOURNE ITS APPROACHING NOW FRO~ DUE EAST 
TOWARDS ~E 

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

0908141. <OPEN ~lCROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS> 
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FS OSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT IS A LARGE 
AIRCRAFT CONFIRMED? 

OSJ FS ER UNKNOWN• DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELLIN6 
IS THERE ANY AIRFORCE AIRCRAFT IN THE 
VICINITY? 

FS OSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE 
VICINITY 

0908118 OSJ FS MELBOURNE ITS APPROACHING NOW FROM DUE EAST 
TOWARDS ME 

FS OSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

0908141 COPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS> 

0908148 OSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET IT SEEMS TO ME THAT HE'S 
FLYING OVER ME TWO THREE TIMES AT A TIME AT 
SPEEDS I COULD NOT IDENTIFY 

0909 FS OSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT IS YOUR ACTUAL 
LEVEL 

OSJ FS MY LEVEL IS FOUR AND A HALF THOUSAND FOUR 
FIVE ZERO ZERO 

FS OSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET AND YOU CONFIRM YOU CANNOT 
IDENTIFY THE AIRCRAFT 

OSJ FS AFFIRMATIVE 

FS OSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER STANDBY 

0909127 OSJ FS MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET ITS NOT AN 
AIRCRAFT IT IS COPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO 
SECONDS> 

0909142 FS OSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET "ELBOURNE CAN YOU DESCRIBE 
THE ER AIRCRAFT? 

DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET AS ITS FLYING PAST ITS A 
LONG SHAPE <OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE SECONDS> 
<CANNOT> IDENTIFY MORE THAN <THAT IT HAS 
SUCH SPEED> <OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE 
SECONDS> BEFORE ME RIGHT NOW MELBOURNE. 

0910 FS OSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND HOW LARGE 
WOULD THE ER OBJECT BE 

0910119 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE IT SEEMS LIKE 
ITS STATIONARY WHAT 1M DOING RIGHT NOW IS 
ORBITING AND THE THING IS JUST ORBITING ON 

FS DSJ 

TOP OF ME ALSO, ITS GOT A GREEN LIGHT AND SORT 
OF METALLIC <LIKE> ITS ALL SHINY CON> THE 
OUTSIDE. 

DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

0910t46 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET COPEN "ICROPHONE FOR FIVE 
SECONDS> ITS JUST VANISHED 

0911 

FS OSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

DSJ FS MELBOURNE WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT KINO 
OF AIRCRAFT IVE GOT IS IT <A TYPE> MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT? 

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET CONFIRM THE ER AIRCRAFT 
JUST VANISHED 

DSJ FS SAY AGAIN 

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THE AIRCRAFT STILL 
WITH YOU 

DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET <ITS AH NOR> COPEN 

.. 
MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS> NOW APPROACHING 
FROM THE SOUTHWEST 

FS OSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

0911150 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE ENGINE IS IS ROUGH 
IDLING IVE GOT IT SET AT TWENTY THREE TWENTY 
FOUR AND THE THING IS <COUGHING> 

FS OSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT ARE YOUR 
INTENTIONS 

DSJ FS MY INTENTIONS ARE AH TO GO TO KING ISLAND AH 
MELBOURNE THAT STRANGE AIRCRAFT IS HOVERING 

j_--------------------------~~~~~BL~~a_~~~~~~OP.UON~~OD 
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DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET <ITS AH NOR> <OPEN 
"ICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS> NOW APPROACHING 
FRO" THE SOUTHWEST 

... 
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

0911150 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE ENGINE IS IS ROUGH 
IDLING IVE GOT IT SET AT TWENTY THREE TWENTY 
FOUR AND THE THING IS <COUGHING> 

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT ARE YOUR 
INTENTIONS 

DSJ FS MY INTENTIONS ARE AH TO GO TO KING ISLAND AH 
"ELBOURNE THAT STRANGE AIRCRAFT IS HOVERING 
ON TOP OF "E AGAIN <IT <OPEN MICROPHONE FOR 
TWO SECONDS> IS HOVERING AND ITS NOT AN 
AIRCRAFT 

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET 

0912128 DSJ FS DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE <OPEN 

• 

MICROPHONE FOR SEVENTEEN SECONDS> 

THERE HAS BEEN A REPORT OF SIGHTING OF AN OIL SLICK IN THE 
GENERAL AREA 
- ARRANGE"ENTS ARE IN HAND WHICH SHOULD ALLOW POSITIVE 

IDENTIFICATION OF WHETHER OR NOT THIS OIL COULD HAVE CO"E 
FROM AN AIRCRAFT. 

NU"EROUS AVENUES OF INVESTIGATION ARE BEING FOLLOWED, 
INCLUDING 
- DETAILED STUDY OF THE FLIGHT SERVICE CO""UNICATIONS TAPES 

HUMAN FACTORS ASPECTS INCLUDING 
c NEWSPAPER REPORTS AND MEDIA INTERVIEWS INDICATE POSSIBILITY 

OF PILOT PRE-DISPOSITION TOWARDS UNIDENTIFIED FLYING 
OBJECTS 

: IT IS REPORTED THAT HE BELIEVED IN SUCH PHENO"ENA 
THE METEOROLOGICAL ASTRONOMICAL AND ATMOSPHERIC ASPECTS 
: RECOGNISING ACCIDENT OCCURRED AT APPROXIMATELY LAST LIGHT 
THE SERVICEABILITY OF THE AIRCRAFT 
1 AIRCRAFT HAD UNDERGONE 100 HOURLY INSPECTION LAST FRIDAY 

(20 OCTOBER> 
I THIS WAS FIRST FLIGHT APART FROM A 25 MINUTE TEST FLIGHT 
FULL INVESTIGATION OF THE PLANNING OF THE FLIGHT 
HISTORY OF THE PILOT 
t INCLUDING REFERENCE TO INSTRUCTORS 
a WITH OBJECT OF DETERMINING TYPE OF PERSON CONCERNED 
I KNOWN TO HOLD UNRESTRICTED PRIVATE PILOT LICENCE WITH 

CLASS 4 INSTRUMENT RATING <NIGHT VMC> TOTAL EXPERIENCE 
APPROXIMATELY 150-200 HOURS 

SHIP REPORTS DETERMINE LIKLIHOOD OF SIGNIFICANT VESSELS 
BEING IN THE AREA IN QUESTION. 

IT IS RELEVANT THAT INVESTIGATION OF REPORTS OF UNIDENTIFIED 
FLYING OBJECTS RESTS WITH YOUR COLLEAGUE THE MINISTER FOR 
DEFENCE 
- YOU MAY CARE TO GIVE HIM A COPY OF THIS MESSAGE 
- APPROPRIATE OFFICERS AT THE WORKING LEVEL OF THE RAAF HAVE 

ALREADY BEEN INFOR"ED. 

NNNNSENTI- 241306) - A E S T • 
TRANS AA30260 
TRANS AAJ0276 
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V116/783/1047 

THE BI:X;IOUAL DIBECTOR 
DlJREAU OF lJ;TEOROLOOY 
P. O. DOX 1636tl 
UELBOUBllE VIC 3001 

lliSSD!G .AIBCRAFT VH-DSJ OVER 

I >J/Jl 30/10/78 

S STRAIT on 21 . 10. 78 

This aircraft io r port d t:d.sslng on n fiicht fro r oor bbin to 
Ioland at 1912 hourc EST on 21 . 10. 78. The o.ircraft d purt d 

noorabbin t 1819 hours EST d roport d Cape Otway at 1900 hours EST. 

2 At approxicately 2000 hours T a Ccosna 402 aircraft depa1·tcd 
Ioland to conduct n loool search or tl1o rca and reported 

vicibill ty in tbo :a-ca. 110 oxc ... llcnt, (he could o e C p 0 llBht vbile 
still o.t King Ialcnd) and no cloud in the • Other :report fr 
pe one on the IJ.ainlcnd ncnr C Otwcy report d no low cloud, n higher 
layer and good vioibility alth hazy to s • 

3 Roqueot full nppreci tion or the ather conditio oxistil 
t the t of thio fiigbt ov r the proposed route. JUth tho rcraft 

reported at 4500 r et and s Ca.: Otway, \1in to 10, 000 r ct within 
a. 600 nautical. t:lilo radiuo or Uolbourn would be ppreciated. 

I .S . SlliTII 
for DIRECTOR 

-
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~\ NOV l~t8 7 --DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT Folio No ..... ............................................. . 

Station ........................... RL .................. .... . 
No . ............................. .388 ...................... . 
Reg. Off. No . ....................................... . 
Central Off. No. ... .... . .................... . 

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION .. 9.'-~---~~~---~~K .. J.~.L .... Date ........ ?1/19/197.~ .. Local Time t9..1~ ............ . 
AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking ...... C.~'-"-~.Je.~ ....... J.R~~~l. ................... PILOT: Name and Initials .... Y.ALl:-;~fT.I~H~ .~L ........ . 

OWNER/OPERATOR .... ~-O.~tt~~-~---~-~~ ........ m~.~~ .................................. FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) Vf.A 
. lffi 

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): 
Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 
Prjyate Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 

FLIGHT: Last departure point.. ........... J.~H~r.l>.P.1A .................... First point of intended landing .~.M .. l ........ Fit. No .. ............. .. 

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) ...................................... . 

DESCRmE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, witb comment and suggestions: 

.................................. !. Q IALPUHCTION - AI G..iAFT IU..)IllG . ............................................................................................ .. 

l• ..... .... ~ .. g~~19 ....... ~ . .. ~~~-·.(~~-~-~ ... ~o.~.~~~~t.~ .. f.o.'Z:'. .. ~s .. J.~~-~ .. o.~ ...... m/~ ... n.tm~ .. Jo ........... . 
. ~ .. X.•lw ............. J ... ~P.Qn.~.4 ... CaP.t ... ~-.r ... ~ ... Q9.0Q ... wi~.n .. u .. ~A ... ~M .. x .. ~w. ... ~.f. ... 99.2~.,t. ....................... . 
. 2 . ........ Ai.0.9.Q6.i ... ~ .. " .QM ... I~."-4 ... 1.~Q.I'mai1Q.A .. O.t ... fUV.~l'af.tiQ ... S.JA .. ~a .... 1~~ .. b.~ ... 99.ql~···'·'~ ... li.m~ ..... . 
. ~~ .. P~~-~~---~9.~~-~~~--~~---~~~ ... ~.~~~-~---~~ ... ~~---~~~! ... ~ut. .. ~~~~ .. ~~--.~~~~~ .. ~ .. !~.~ ........ . 
-~~--·~-~--~~1~ .. ~-~~-~ ... ~~-~- .. i~;t~~t~.o.~ .. ~~ .. 9.~~u~.~---~-o ... ~~ft .. ~~-~-~- .... ~.~---~-~~n ... ~~-~-

-~M ... ~.~~-~~---~--~~~.o.~.o.r:!!~ ... ~.~~~Y. ... ~.9.9.~~~~ .. ~.~.1~.~~-4. .. a~ ... ~oo .. ~!.~&.AA.~ ........... ~M .. ~.~~-~ 

.P.liBb~ ... ~.'-m~'--·~"-'· ··n.~l.~ ... i9. ... 4.g.u . ....................................................................................................................................... . 

. 3 ........ A:t ... 09.t2! .. rad1A .. oon,aot ... wu .. l.a•.t .. w.i.~ .. :DS.J .•........... S1nc.o ... ~ht .. air<;n.t':\ .. ba4 ... P.r.Qv1.ou.Pl3 ......... .. 

. re.P.Qrl~d .. Qr.uiaiuc .. at .. 4500 .. ft .. , ... approxima~Ol,Y ... the .. l01f.lt ... l .ov.el ... t.O~ ... QO.A1iiJwQwt ... 9.Q~9.a~.ion 

-~~~1J ..... ~~-~~ ... :f1..1tgb.~---~.mo.~.--~~- .. ~-~---~~~---~~-~! .. ~~:t.~~ ... 1:?.!~~ .. i.~.~~~-~Y~ ... o.t .. J9.~.~ ...... .. 
-~-~tr~.~~~ ............................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 
.. 4 ... ........ 1h~--~~-~~.P. ... ~-.... ~~~- .~~.1.~4. .. ~~ ... 9.9.3.3 .. ~~~~---~~ ..... ~~--~-~m ... ~.t. ... ~!I. .. ~~---~~ .. ~-I!'~.~-

.5 .. ........ An .. A1~/f:? .. .;.r;roV-M ... ftl.~~--~---.. mQ.Wl~.~-.. 1.~'-4lo.1i!lY. ... ~1~b .. . ~.h~ ... t .1:Mt.1! ...•. ~~-w.1! ... 4 . .,~~-"-M 

.. ~M .. ~~l.M4 ... ~.9.r. ... ... ~~---'-~~-·-~-~ ... 1~1.'- ........ ~.e .. oo~A ... ~9~~~-;~~~--~~U ... 9.9.99. ... ~A ... ~A~ .... ?.5.~ ....... . 

.. 99:to:Qe~ ... ,..i1b, .. ,gp __ ~'Z:'.f!.9.~ .... "'l~!~., .......................................................................................................................................... . 

.. 6 . ........... e.a~b.4t~ ... <;o.J¥1ii.io.M ... in .. 1.h~ ... a.r.u .. w.o~ .. ~.PQMQd. .. ae. .. tx4.Ql.l•1;li ... ,.1.~ .. l1 , _1il.., ... Ql' .. ~--· Q.lo.w.i • 

.. ~.~.F.~ ... ~.~~-~ ... ~ .. ! .. ~.~ ... ~.~~.! ............. ~!.!.~:?P..!.'-~.'!'!!:'1. !:'-.~ .P..t .. ........ ......................................................................... .. 

NOTE-H you deSire an acknowledgement of tbis report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt wm necessarily be made. 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 
. ............................... Region 

Name ..................................................................................... . 
Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning ............. .. 

Address ........................................................ ....................... .. . 

.......................................................... .................................. on I I 
For future reference it has been allocated No. 

Yours faithfully 
Date I I 

OOTWP For Director 



---- ------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

TM .. .tir.at ... nna .. IIIland .. arach. .. a1.mr.aft ... r.ol>Qr:tQCS. .. HitlM .. ~f. ... Ca:Rt ... ~ ... 1.1~1 ... ~'-l:l ... nUl-.. ~~th 111 

ot .. Capa .. .Wtokham, .. .at .. 3DQO ... ft., ... a .. naibilit,: .. ot .. abo.ut ... 60 .. m . .................. ..... ........ .......................... ............... . 

............ Sa.DMt .. at .. C&pa ... ~ .. .waa .. at ... 085Q . ...... ............ .. ...... .................. ..... ....... ..... .. ..... .. .. ...... ................................. ~ 

............ f.lut. .. U.gbt. .. at ... Ca.pe .. otwq.. waa. at .. ~.2.1. ... .. .. .. ... ..... ..... .. ........... .............. ..... ........ . . .. . . . 
ele;etun 

TheJ~e .. waa .. J'.\O. .. IIOoD. .. but. .. wnua .. shoul.4. ha.w. .. beon .. viaible. .on .. a .. boari.Dg. . of . 255'1' .. at. an. ··~· u 
0 of. .. .aS::·· .. a~pl'ox!mat•J.y ......... ........................ .. .............. ............................................................. ............ ................. .. 

.............. .. ........................................... .. ........ .................................. . ..... ......... ......................... .......... ......... ........ ..... .. .. ..... .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. . 

1~ .... ..... ~~ .. ~~ ... ~~~~~~~-.!~~-- -~~ ... ~~.~ ... !~~~---~~-.. ~~~ ... ~~.! .......................................... . 
............. (a) ....... JIIUOh .. Hamh. .. time .. •aa ... loat .. b.Y .. ihe .. opUmwa .. airoraH • .. ihe .. Orton, .............. . ........ . 
.......................... . i.:l .. cUreoti..Da .. & . aurt.ace. .wasal .. to .. ~e .. posi.tion .. o.t .. poaai'ble .. oil 

... ........ ...... .......... ali'ok. and .. dabri• .. lor .. re.trieval... ........... ..... .. ..... .. ....... ..... . . .. . 

........... . (b) ........ When .. l1ahi .. airor.att,. .. 111tho.ut .. integral .. navigatS.Oh .. l!lptema, .. found . . 

............................. poaaible. .. debria. .. 11hen .. out ~. aiabt . ot ... laDd .. the.J. bad . to .olimb .. to.. .. . . . .. . .. . 

.. ........................... fix .. poai.tion. .. and. .. in . <loinB .. eo .. loat a1sbt . ot. ~brta .. .... .... .. .. ................................. .. .... .. 

SIGNED ...... .... ... P.• .. BAJ.IWm..... ... ..... ............. .... . DESIGNATION .... . ~®/.~Q ............... ................. . DATE: 261 1Q 1978 
Please note instructions at foot of this page. 

FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY 
COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: 

. ...................................................................................................... .................................... .. ................................. .. ............................ ... . .. ....... . .. 

SIGNED .............. .. ........... .. ..................... ......................... DESIGNATION DATE: I 
ACflON BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR: 

. ...................................................................................................... .. ..... ..................................................... ..... .. ····· .. ............................... .. ······· .. . 

SIGNED DESIGNATION .. .......... ...... .. .. .. ..... .. ........ .. . .. . DATE: I 

Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your 
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the 
inci<lent, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification, 
action will be taken to coUect and retain the data relevant to your incident report. 

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumsta.nces of the incident 
by the quickest available means: i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed ;n writing on this form. 

1067Jm C. J . THOMPSON, Actina Commonwealth Government Printer 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT Folio No ................................................. .. 
Sta tion ................. .......... ~lL ...................... . 
No ............................... 388 ...................... . 
Reg. Off. No ............. ............................. . 
Central Off. No. ............ .. ..................... . 

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION .. 9?o~ .. ~~7. .. ~-~K.J.~ .......... Date ....... ?.1/1Q/19.7~ ..... Local Time .. J9..1~ ............. .. 
AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking ..... Q.~~JH~ .. J6.2 ........ :v.a;7::::p§J ................ PILOT: Name and Initials .... V.A.~~G.li.• .f .t .......... .. 

OWNER/OPERATOR .. S.9.~~fl:~.+.A .. ~~r. .. R~.ID.9.~~ ................................... FLIGHT CATEGORY : (underline) Y.f.B 
IFR 

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type) : 
Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 
Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 
FLIGHT: Last departure point.. ........... Mo.o.rabbin ....................... First point of intended landing ... ~ng .. I~ .. ..... Fit. No .............. . 
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) .............................. . 
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions : 

.. ............ ... ENGINE MALFUNCTION - AIRCR.APr JUSSING, ............................................... . ........................................ . 

. 1 ........ . .4] ~1.001 9. GW.t'., ... va:~D..~J. ... Q..~p,a~-~!1 .. '-Jo.o.rabbin. f.o.l.' ... Ki~g .. I~.l~ ... o.n .. a .. VF.a./NV .. t.l.igbi .:t.o. ......... .. 

Ki.n8 ... I.Qla.nd . .... ~J .. .r~.p,o.:r.t.~d .. Ca~ ... Obay ... at ... 09QQ .. .with ... an F:rA .Xing. Island o.f ... 09.28 .. ...................... . 

. 2 . .... . At09.0.~ .. DS.J .. ~~u.~st.~d .. informa.tio~ ... o.f ... a.J7 .traffic ... in .. ~a .. sino.~ .. ha ... co.uld .. .s~e ... ligb:t.s ... . 

. ~~ P.i+.9.~ ... ~Q.~~i~~.4 ... ~.9. ... ~PQ.z.1 ... +..:i.:~~~--.P~.~.:r ... ~.:i.:~ .. w.r~.P· .... 9.9.1Ji. .~A~~- h~ .~Jx.:?tl.~4 ... ~ ... ~.®.~~ ....... .. 

. rQ~gl;I, ... +.HPPl.P.-g .. m-o.9l~m .. ~i.:~n ... 1iP.~ .... in1i.~r.t.io.P: .. Q.f. .. ~o.nti.J;ltJ.ing ... to. ... lUng .. I.Ii!l.@Q. .•...... ',I;'h~ .. Al~.l.'~ .... :r.na~~-
l 

.w.~~ ... Q.(H~l~.~g, __ .ab\'l .. A~ro.~o..m~ ... ~~.r,genc.y, ... P.r.o.o~d~P ... ao.tiv.at.ed ... a:t ... K:ing .. Isla.nd ............. XinB . I.rd.a®. 

.Fl.isb:t ... S~.r:v.io.~ ... waB ... r.e.call.ed .. :to. ... du:ty. ............................. ...... ................................ ........................ ................... .................. .. 

.3.e ....... At ... Q9.12t. .. r.ad.io ... c.ontao:t .. :waa .. lo.st .. :with .. .DSJ . ......... Sinoe. .. the ... airc.raf.t .. .had ... p.revio.usly ........... . 

.r.epo.rted. .. c.rui.sing.at ... 45QO ... ft •. ,. .. approximatal.Y ... :the .. lowest. .. le.vel .. :for ... c.ontinu6ua .. oommunication 

wi:th .. Melb.o~ne ... .Fli8b:t .. S~r:vic.~ ... i.n ... th~ .. ar.ea., ... thie ... migh.t .. .haw ... b~.en .indic.ativ.e ... of ... lo~ai..n8 ....... .. 

. aJ.:t.i .tuQ..e ............................................................................................................................................................................................. ................... . 

. 4. •........ ~~ ... Di~at~~HHl ... Phae.e ... wa~a ... d~olar.ed ... a:t ... 0933 ... wi.th .. :the ... non .. .ar.ri:v.al ... of ... D.SJ .. a.t ... King .. Island .. 

,S . .... .. .. An .. Aix/S.ea/Gr.ound .. se.ar.oh .. w.a.a .. .m.auntad. .. immadiatel.v ... w.ith ... the ... firat ... airaraft ... departin.g . 

.King .. I~la.nd ... f.or. ... a ... land .. se.ar.ch ... at .... 1.001. . ......... The ... aearch ... cantinu.ed. until. 090.0 ... on ... the ... 25th ........ . 

. Q(;tobe.r ... ~ith .. .n.o. ... wr.e.ck~ .... aigh.te.d . ........................................................................................................ ...................................... .. 

. 6 . .... Ueather ... canditions ... in .. th.e ... area. .. w.e.re .. re.por.ted .. as .. exdel~ent. .. wi.th .. lit.t le ... or ... no ... oloud,. . 

. ~Jgh~~ ... W.:i.:~4.1!! ... ~9-: ..... ,o.,;\..l.l:l ... ~.~~-'········ ...... :af.I!U,iMJP!M.MAI.INU.Aloi&lQ\ ...................................................................................... ... . 

NOTE-If you deSire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
. ..................................... Region 

Name .................................................................................. .. 
Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning ............ .. 

Address ...... .. ....... ............. .. .................................................. .. 

............................................................................................ on I 
For fu ture reference it has been allocated No ............................................... . 

Yours faithfully 
Date I 

DOT22S P For Director 



'nl.e ... fir.".t ... King .. I sland .. ~raoh .. a.imr.af:t ... r.e~ri.ed .. at>.eit~,g .. :th~ ... Q~~ ... Qb{A,V: .. li~~ ... w.b.en ... ~rtill ... aQU.th !d 

of. .. Capa.Jmakham. •.. a.t .. .3000 ... ft., ... a .. v.i.sibility. .. of .. abou.t ... 60 .. .nm. .................... . . . . .. . .. . .. .. .. ... .... . ........... . 
............ Sunsa:t. .. a:t. ... Cape ... Otwavr. ... was .. at ... 0850 . .................................................................................................................. . 

............ Ilast ... ligb.t ... at ... Ca.pe. .. otwa,y .. :was. .. at .. 09.2.1. ........................... .... ...... .............. .. . . . . .. .. . .. .. .. . . ........... .. 
. . ,.. . . . elevation 

'l!h.e;r.a.:wa&J ... no ... moon .. but ... v.enus. .. should . .h.ave ... been ... VJ.SJ.bl.e . on .. a .. bear.UJ.g .. .of .. 255T ... at . an. MM•hai au 

Gf ... 2!)?. ... a.ppr.Oilti.mately: . ............................................................................... ,. ... , ....................................................................... .. 

7.! ........ ~~ .. :~~:':" .. ~~~!~~~ ... ~~.~~ ... ~.?.~.~ ... ~~~~ ... !~~~~ ... ~~ ... ~~.~ ... ~.~~.~~.~................ ..... .. .. .. .. . . . .. .... . 
............. (a) ....... much ... a.ear.ch ... tim.e ... w.a.a. last ... bJr.. .:the ... optimwn. ai.rc.raft , ... the .. Orion, ...................................... .. 

............... ............ in .. direc.ting .. a .. Burfac.e ... vesael ... ta ... the .. paaition .of .. paasibla oil .. 

............................ slil::k:. and .. de.brie ... for .. .ret:rie.val . ............................ : ........ : ........................................... . 

............. (b) ........ :lhe.n. .. ligh.t . .aircraft , .. without ... integral .na.viga.ti.on .s~tstems, found ...................... .. 

............................. possible .. deb:ris .. when . out .of. .. .sisnt .. .of .land . they had .. to . climb . to ... .. .. .. .. . . .. .... .. 

............................ .fix .. poei:tiQn .. a.nd. .. in .. d.oing .. ao.~. lo.st .: eignt .. of.~ d.ebris.;.: .. : .... : ... · .. : .. :.:.:.: .. : ... :. : ..................... .. 
. . . . . , ' r I' : • • ~ 

'~'"'''''' ' ''\'""'''';"'''"'''''''''"'''"''''''""'"''":'''*'''"'''"''''''"'~'''''''""'''"'"''.' '""''' oo '''''"'"''*' oo oo •:••""''"'""''"'''"''''"'"'"""' ''''''""'"' ooo•• •• 00 oo ''''" ,., 000 

............ . ........................................................................ .:• t..• •""' ................... , ......................................... ... ............................................................ . 
- . I 

. . 
SIGNED ............ P., .M~ ............... . DESIGNATION ... SOC/sMC ..................... .- DATE: 26 I 101 1978 . 
Please note instructions at foot of this page. 

FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY 

COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: i . -
....................................................................................................................................................................................................... -................. . 

............................................................................................................. ................................ .......................................................... ......... ..... J••····~········· 

. ............ . .................... , ................... J'""""''"'""'"""""" ' """'' .......... , .......................................................... - ..................... ~ ....... '! ................. . 

SIGNED ....................................................................... DESIGNATION ................................................. DATE: I I 
ACfiON BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR: 

I • .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
- ... - , 0 : ... ............................................................................................................................................ ............................ .. .. ..... .. .. ........ .. .. .. ........... ....... .. .. 

SIGNED DESIGNATION DATE: I I 

Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you thinJc your 
report c:an be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Aight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the 
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification, 
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report. 

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident 
by the quickest available means ; i.e., radio, telephone, tele&ram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed in writina on this form. 

t067Jm C. J . THOMPSON, Actina Commonwcallh Govcmmen1 Prlnlcr 



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 

Folio No. .. 

Station ... . .. . . .. .... ...... .. -··· .... .. . 
No .................. .. SY .. 2.7.1 ............... .. 
Rea. Off. No . . SI/782/).41 0 .. 
Central Off. No. . .. ..... . 

Normally thiJ report should be mailed to the Director of the Rqloo in which the incident oocurnd. Ir more convenient it may be 
Jod8ed with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Fliabt Service Unit 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION ... ~XP.~J .. £Q~.~Q.~ ... ~Q~-I?--· ... J.9..• .1"•.7~ ......... Local Time ... 09?203 

. C21 0 SRJ; HEL 'l1IR . · V ALENTICH AIRCRAFI': Type and Mark.ina .................................. - ...................... .JIILOT; Nan. and Initials ........................................ . 

OWNER/OPERA TOll .......... .......................................................................... ~ . .PUOHf CA TEOORY: (undcdi.oe) J£EB-. 
M.R.R.E. PTY .LTD., TOORAK; SOUTHERN A:tR SERV:tCES. 1FR 

JYPB OF OPERATION (uodcrUDe applicable type): 
Reaular Public Tranaport Cbartcr Apiculture Aerial Work 
Private .Aircnft Teat Fliabt Tn1D.iDa Dual Trainlna Solo 

Fi:ieim: Last departure point .............. PELIC.l.N. ......................... Fint poblt or m-*4 laD4ina. . .BANKST.OVll Fit No .......... .. 

When this report is submitted by a Dcpe.rtmcntal offtcer. enter Fault Report No. (It applicable) ................................................... . 

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND R.ELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES. wtda [ 1 sat... U •••: 

UNAUTHORISED ENTRY INTO SYDNEY CONTROL ZOME AND BRBAKDOVN OF 
•••••••• ••••••• 0. •• • •••••• •• • •• •• •• • • • ••• • 0 ........................................................................................................... . 

STANDARD SEPARATION • .. ................ ----------_;;;.;:;.;;;o;;;;.:;;;.;;;;;.;;;......;,;;;.;,.;;;;;;,;;;;;.;o.;;;,o;,.-..... __________ .................... .. 

. ~.~.~~ ................... ~~.!.<!~~.~.!.f.~.~~ .... ~.!.~~.~~.f.~ ... ~~.~~.~~~ .... ?.~ ... ~~~~.!:" .... ~.~.~.~.!:".~.~ ... ~r..~~r. .... ~.~.~~·~·~·~··· 

................................. ~.~.~!. t ..... ~. ~ .... ~.!-~.~ ..... ~~~~~ .... ~.f. ... ~Y.~~:r.~ ....... !l!! .... ~!!.~.:-~!:.t ... ~.!.!!:!:.!.!.!. ... ~.1. .... ~ .......... .. 

........... , .................. ~~.!.!.!?.?.P..~.~.~ ... ?.~ .... ~.~!:~f.!£ ... ~.~~r. ... !~ .... ~.~! ... !!.~.!.~~l ... ;~·~.-.. ~~-~-·--~~!~.~~ ............... . 

................................ ~.t .. J.9.9..Q .... f.~-~.t! ....... ~ .... !!_g~.t!.g .... ~.!~! .... ~.!.~!?.!'~t..~ ....... ! .. ~.~.!.Q .. _~~ .. -~!.~!!!!:~.!~ ....... .. 

................................ A.~.~-.. -~~.:J:M~---~.! .... 1..:;99..~ .~ .......................................................................................................................................... . 

................. .............. Th~ ... ~.1..~~-;r.~(.~ .... ~~~ .... ~Y.'RUSl.\l•.nULJr.4~M-U.i-.~~ aa SRJ:_ .. !!....!-'9.~t~.! ... _ .. _ ..... _ .. . 
- . • .l: • • • • • : 

.22.0.7 .................... SRJ. .... <;.l.tJ.~l' .... o.f ... SY.~tX ... Q.9.n"t.J:~J. .. ~-'f.0.U~ .................................. : .................................. ~ ............................. .. 

. R.EC.ORDER ............................... .. ~ ............................... U.:P/J-.1{9~ ............................................................................................................ . 

. WEATHER .................................. ; .............................. CAV.QI ........................................................................................................................ .. 

.. ...A.n.t.ei:IME!'l'rS ........................... .a ........... _ .................. IIAVAR ... .:P.~ ...................................................................... -................................ .. 
4 .t. ~.I • . . ADY.ISED ............... J .. ............................. A. ...... GBEEH ............................................................................... : ..... -...................... .. . .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

N011t-lf M d1rlle • IICbowMda zt fll611 ...,.n. ,._ .... .,. -- _. ..._ 111r 1 dr. If U.. ...... an IIGit ...... 
........ rJI;a rtfll .... wlll-1 ..., ......... 

Dear Sir/Madam. 
. ............................... Rccion 

NaiDe .................................. . 
Thank you for your Air Safety IDc:idCDt Report c::onc::emin& .......... . 

Aodllnlll ................................................................. .. 

.. ...... -· ................................................................. oa I 

For future n:ferenc::e it bas been allocated No .... 

Y oun faithfully 

I I 

For Director 



SIGNED A. J .LAWRENCE DESIGNATION STAC 

Please note Instructions at foot of this page. 

FOR DEPARTMENTAL t:SE ONLY 
COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: 

DATE: 1 Q' 7 I 7 8. 

UNAUTHOHlSED c\'TR). INT O SYD~"EY CONTROL ZOIII"E . Th <> pilot. ha d n o previous 
PX p Pr il' llCC of navigating sou th bo und in t h e Sydne'y L .A. L. . . Thp' 'pi'lof"Tailed 

t '? .. r:-.av~ga(/~' .. h : .s ?-.~.:,~_:aft .. a~cura_ t:,_~Y . .. .. .a .. ... . 
' I.W.STACY SIGNED ..._ . .. . DESIGNATION 

....... ~ . . ... . ................. . 

ASIS DATE: 1 ') I 9 I 7~ 
ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR: 

.R e f t;_r:re~ . to ~.lY.~.!:g OpE•ra tion s Sec t i o n. T ran script of Comrnw1ica~~?~ :' .. ~~n~. 
r ada r plot No further At r Saf <>ty I n vestigation Bran c h ac t. iqn .... . .. ... . . . . .. ........ .. . 

SIGNED I .'W. STACY 
DESIGNATION AS I S 

DATE: 1 'J I 9 I 7 ~ 

Any rnrer~ llr d<xun.~nl\ v.hrth ma~ a"''' 111 th~ 111\C:,IIgatrl>n of )<'Ia report 'I o uld he \UblllHted as attat·hment~ to t iH\ fo rm. If you think your 
report can be supplemented lw 111fnrma:rorJ lr o rn .1n Arr l raffic Cont rol o r r lrght Sc!r~tce l 'n rt where f'O\srhle plea\e notify the circum~tances o f the 
inci<lenl , a nd the fa ct that a "'rittcn rer•<•rt ' ' !>er n~ \Uhrmt t~d. lo the '"r11or ofhtcr on duty at the unr t cont·e rned On re«rpl of your notificat ion. 
actio n wtll be taken to colkc..t and rcta rn the dat.i rclc,;~nt to your in~ident report 

Where 11 is nece"ary to ur gcntl~ rer<' rt .u1' ma t ter dflc~ung the safct~ of arrcr.t ft yo u arc reqlle~ tcd to no ufy the circumMances o f the rncrdenl 
by the quu.:kest 3\aJiabk me;l rh: 1 e . radro. t<krhone. tclcgr;un . etc· 1 hr, Jnllral n<lllh<·an o n \h,>uld be confirmed 10 v. ri ll ng o n thrs fo rm. 

10671171 



SONM. 
SCALE 

AIRCRAFT R~DAR PLOT 

SECTOR: $y7:>~~'f (]I..JlftcL z~/.J,.- DATE: _ ..... 1_~_-_7_-___,;.7~$:;...__ 
AI RCA AFT REGN. : .S f< J"' TIME : --~~~,._~..:;.~...;,o;'2_t,...;;;....;,~-· :.......--

REMARKS:------------------------------------------------

., f ,T 



TlUNSCRIPl' OF RECORDED COI¥'1-tUNICATIONS CONCEIDiiNG 

CiSSNA 210 AIRCRA~ VF-SRJ DURING TFTE PERIOD 

EEI'WEE}J 2144 HCXJRS AND 2208 HOURS ~ICH ):E.iN 

TD~ ON 09 JULY 1918 (GREEnWICH DATE) 

LEGEND. 

SRJ 

FIS.4 

APP(N) 

ADC 

II II 

Cessna 210 Aircraft Registered VTI-SRJ 
<' 

Sydney Flight Service - Area Fbur 

Sydney Approach Control - Radar, North 

:Banlcstovn Tower (Aerodrome Control) 

Editorial Insertion 



OUE 

TDlli: ( GllT) FROll 

09/2144.40 SRJ 

FIS.4 

2 145.11 FIS.4 

SRJ 

FIS.4 

SRJ 

FifJ.4 

SRJ 

2147.42 FIS.4 

SRJ 

FIS.4 

SRJ 

FIS.4 

2153.38 FI~.4 

Sh.J 

FIS.4 

SRJ 

F'IS.4 

21')8 .30 SRJ 

FIS.4 

2?04. )e FIS.4 
APP( 1

') 

2204. 45 

SRJ 

FIS.4 

NiiX>48 ( SEP 71) 

SI/782 I 3410 

TRlNSCRIPT Of CO~ICATIONS 

of •••.. ~~ .••. pages. Date 10th July, 1978 (L) 

TO 

Good morning Sydney, this is SIERRA ROlo:EO JllLIFr. Departed Aero 
Pelican for Bankstown -

SRJ 

SRJ 

FIS.4 

SRJ 

SIERRA R0)iE() JULI!n', Sydney. Stand by. 

SIERRA ROv.EO JULIET, Sydney. Oo ahead departure time now. 

SIER~ RO~ Jt~IET. Departed four-five, P.ankstown zero-aero. 

SIERRA ROMEO Jt!LI:m'. Could you oheck that out ? You have a tiM 
interval of two-tive minutes, that would make it one-zero. 

FIS.4 SIERRA RCl!ID JFLIEr, one-zero. 

SRJ SIERRA RO~~ Jt~IET. Area ~~ one-zero-zero-five, atation time 
foul'-five. 

FIS.4 SIER.lU ROYEO JULIET. 

SRJ SIERRA ROI:EO Jt~IEI', Sydney. Confirm you're tracking Pelican 
direct Eankstown, or down the ooast ? 

FIS.4 SIERRA RC~~ JULIET. Tracking to the light aircraft lane to 
P.ankstown. 

SRJ Roeer. Are you tracking coastal initially or directly across to 
Hornsby ? 

FIS.4 Directly to Hornsby. 

SRJ SIERRA ~CMEO J':LIEI'. 

SP.J SIERRA Rot:m Jl'LIEr, Sydney. Requect your actua l cruidnf alti t
ude. 

FIS.4 SIER?.A ROMEO J'1.IEJr, two thousand. 

SkJ Confirm two thou~and ? 

FIS.4 Affirmative. 

GRJ SIERRA RC~'EO JPLIE!'. 

FIS.4 Sydney, SIERRA ROl·EO JT~IET, Proolclyn F.rid.ce, two thou~and. 

SRJ SI~HA Rm'EO JT"LHI:'. 

APP(') Go ahead. 

FIS.4 lle've got an aircraft one-two milee north, ah, trac~ing to the 
Canterbury area. Its pocsibly one of the one8 that "' hould be up 
near Rornoby at the moment -

FIS.4 This is SIERRA Rcm:o J l"LI£1'. ~pproachint; Parrar.tatta, ohaneing 
frequena.y to Ranksto~m • 

. PP( !') Stand by. 

~;;s Ah, Cr{.;PJ..lE !~CVE!::BER SlE!t~A. Co:1firm you're chanc:illf' to 7anks tolfl 
now and £ay a?ain your present pocit1on. 

FlS.4 SIERR.\ ROr':W J ULIEn.' . Parramatta 1 changinc to Banke:town. 

SRJ Sl.SRR.l Rm.EO ._TULI:."T. 

V /Sydney Approach advises F'IS. 4 that there are twc radar retums 
in the Hornsby-h'est Py~ble area - one is ins i d e Lhe zone and the 
ot her is outcide. FIG. 4 checlc~ po ::: i tion of 'r.!-C"S and the inst~ 
uctor (?) reports pocition a ~ 1~ milec ooutheast of South Dural 
Tanke - quite Lure of oo sition. ~o>"~roaoh advised that SRJ with 
?ankr·town // ••••• • j2 



• 

sr(l82 1 34 10 

TiU.NSCRIPT C...lo' COlOLUNlC!TIONS 

P...-e •• . •• TWO •••• of •••. .'~'JO ••• ,pcwes ::>ate : 10th J uly , 1978 (L) 

TilLE ( GllT) FROM TO rE:<r 
2205. 23 SRJ ADC Eank!;town, this i~ SIE.~RA ROt !EO JT:LJ E':'. At Parramatta, two thou-

f:and, wi t h Dravo. 

;.!)C s:u SI~RA RC'l!EC JULIET. 

2206.50 ,.x I s:u SIERRA ROI:.EO ._T rl'LIE'r, report altitude. 

SRJ AX SIEP..HA Rcn-:c Jt.JLIE'l', one-five-zero-zero. 

ADC SRJ SIERRA ao~"f.o ,.n rti rr. 
2207.40 . DC SRJ SIERRA RCJ'EO J .. LIBI'. Sydney rarlar advi see tha t you have penetrat-

ed the Sydney Control Zone. They sug~est you t u rn rip.ht 
two-seven-zero to vacate the zone. 

headif18 

SRJ AD: SIERRA RCHEO JT LIEI'. 

NID48 ( SE:P Z7 ) 



• 
( 1 ) 

(2) 

(3) 

<•> 
(5) 

(6) 

( :r) 

(8) 

( 9) 

( 10) 

IWV&~TIGATION REPORT SI/782/341 O. 

UNAt7l'HORISE~ ENTRY INTO CONTROLLED AIRSPACE OR RESTRIC'l'BD AJ!E4 

(Reference Air Gafety Investigation Circular 1/69) 

Date of occurrence: 10. 7.78. 

Flight from: Pelican to: Banks town 

Airspace penetrated: Sydney Control Zone 

Position of penetration: A/Pennant Hills. 

Altitude: 2000 Tiaes 0803 EST 

Aircraft type and registration: C. 21 0 VH-SRJ 

Claas of operation: Private 

Flight category: XD£1/VFR 
Pilot in command: Fred VALENTICH. 

Type of pilot licence: Private Wuaber: 

Type of instructor and/or instrument rating held by pilot: 

Total aeronautical experience: 160 hours. 

145103 

N/VMC 

( 11) Extent of local experience: First time inbound to Banks town :from 
the North. All experience in the Melbourne Area. 

(12) Other pilot(s) on board: 

(1'3) Method of navigation: Visual Re:ference. 

( 1•) Mape and charte available in aircraft: WAC, VEC, VTC Series. 

( 15) Map or chart bring used at time of occurrence: Sydney VTC . 

( 16) Was boundary of area penetrated marked on chart being ueed? Yes. 

(17) Was briefing received? Yes. 

( 18) 

( 19) 

(20) 

( 21) 0 

(22) 

(23) 

(24) 

By who vas briefihg given? Phone brie:fing by Bankstown Brie:fing 
O:f:fice. 

To what extent vas briefing given in relation to airspace? 
The pilot was brie:fed on the L.A.L. and advised to proceed 
BBG-PRT-BK. 

Was use made of self briefing material? Yes. 

Was a clearance requested? No 

Was a clearance received? No 

What action did the .pilot understand was required of hia from 
the wording of any clearance issued? 

N/A 

Radio frequency being used: 125.8 (Sydney Flight Service) 



.. 

• (25) 

(26) 

(27) 

(28) 

(29) 

( 30) 

(">i1 ) 

(32) 

(~3) 

( ~4) 

(35) 

- 2 -

lias there any coDilllunication difficulty? No Describe: 

Were correct communication failure procedures followed? N/A 

Was there any language difficulty? No 

Was weather a factor? No 

Type of forecast obtained, if any: Area Forecast. 

Forecast weather conditione: CAVOK 

Actual weather conditione: CAVOK 

What navigation Rids were fitted to the aircraft? 

What navieation Ririe were being used or monitored? 
the Pelican 

To what ground stations were they tuned?C 
1 a ga. 

Was there any uneerviceability? No Describe: 

ADF, VOR. 

ADF was used for 
to Calga leg only. 

( 36) lias there any unusual pilot riistracting factor? No Describe: 

. (37) 

(38) 

(39) 

When did the pilot first become aware of the penetration? He became con
cerned when he sa~ the helicopter & then had the penetration con
firmed by Bank~town Briefing Office. 
How was the penetration detected? 

By Sydney Radar. 
Was there a breakdown in controlled airspace separation standards? No. 

(40) lias ATC/FSU action satisfactory? Yes. 

(41) How could the penetration hRve been avoided? 
By the pilot proceeding via Parramatta rather than via Hornsby. 

(42) Conclusions: 

i) The aircraft wa~ correctly identified as VH-SRJ. 

ii) The pilot's lack of familiarity with the area 
contributed to the incident. 

(43) Attachments: 

1 J . 9 . 78. 
I.W. Stacy, 

ASIS 
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R. J. TINKER & CO. Form T200 

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE CERTIFICATION SHEET 

Dote A / C Registrat ion A / C Serial Number A / C Type Job Number 

,.. v /.. 
1"/ /(f ..?v o/ . .> CJ ) ) <:_ '-- ' v· <- ./ 'r .) ),. 

!_ _ _ _ 

Aircraft maintenance carried out in accordance with: 

PERIODIC/~ INSPECTION 

• A signature in the appropriate space constitutes a certification pursuant to Air Navigation Regulation 39 and certif ies 
that the work has been properly and completely performed and that it is in accordance with the requirements of Air 
Navigation Regulations and the Orders issued under those Regulations. 

ENGINE GROUPS 

AIRFRAME GROUP 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION GROUP Cl:~J.-.............. . No . .... v ... /.?:2 .. ~-r 

RADIO GROUP V. F . R./J~ ~nah,;;j_ .. ____ L.A.M.E. 

--·------·--·-···-·-·------LA.M.E. GENERAL 
"(Signature) 

• 
I hereby certify that the whole inspection and all maintenance required has been performed and properly 
certifi-ed. 

_JJ_l/~------.... _ L.A.M.E. No .... \17 ~) (_ 
CO-ORDINATOR- For and on behalf of 

R. J. TINKER 1r CO. 

L------
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R. }. TINKER & CO. 

e 
Moorabban Airport Mentone 3194 

SURVEY AND WORKSHEET 

Dote Order No. A/ C Regostrotoon A /C Ser ial No. A /C Type 

ki(E,i? 7 Y~J" C.~!l~-) 

Phone 90 5566 

Form T300 

Job No. 

7'P 3 -f I 

CUSTOMER. ___________ S __ -~A~~----------------~------------------------· 
Phone 

WORK REQUIRED·-----------------------------------------------------------------

Authorised by ........................................... .. 

Item Details of Work Completed and components fitted • L.A.M.E. 

AMI ( 1 00.5) • A signature in the appropriate space constitutes a certification pursuant to Air Navigation Reg. 39. 

AM2 ( 100.4) I certify that the work detailed above has been properly and completely performed. 

NOMINATED PERSON._ ..... __ ...................... - .... ·-- ... .. 
For and on Behalf of R. J . TINKER ond CO. 



R. J. TINI{ER & CO. Moorabbm Airport Mentone 3194 Phone 90 5566 
~ 

U'-tB 

e SURVEY AND WORKSHEET 
Form T300 

Dote Order No. A/ C Regoslroloon A/C Serio! No. A/ C Type Job No 

~te(?1 '1 J> )J UR ..._,.. 7¥ 3'1 

CUSTOMER s. ( ·~ I 

l Phone - ··········-····· ·-. 
I WORK REQUIRED. 

I ' I - l& '0 ;;Joaf: .-c. l. ~ 7~,-
-

- I 
Authorised by ............................................ 

: 

Item Detoils of Work Completed ond components fotted • L.A.M.E. 

19 I t.l 01: J'l!A' , < ·1-u_.l '/r IAI?f, / /Ci•.i 
~~ 

;2.{, l t .( I 
~ ... ut '( h 

1
/1, { (.-f I {La/) r I ( t::t' I 11 , l • Jl ..t .1 !~..; .. 

'I _, (i~ lht (J. C } A a. I .Jv-( ~ I ~A? ?i.-vi(.; (\.(. " & i :n I'~" ' ..... tt A 

~7 ( 1r {;. , •·• /1.1 .,.. .Jl r _vi fr_. _1._ k #"'..//.) c, 
) l }k.r 

r.,;.,t' 
-

r I I {..(,t,.--.l'j c/~.~ (d. .. t1.1 /ua ( ~ -~~ ~- D t,l-''r <;( (: ... 1c.-~ J! . t\l--L-t I 1.( I (<4~· ( ,'\f 

24- 1''J - h.u_ I 
/) L.41, f'I.U ~td /.1-u ... I ..1 J l/7o~ - ... Pit-" r ,~; iL· I 

?'-) tfc.r<) 11' il rf1 ,\ 1U ir. , o.IJ..., d.l't 21{ ~t. ,_"'} ..... ,. -11-r ·~ 
I ..5<_ 

20 t .. ~ v1 PA ' ' L:tAjA'> ( 1-u ,._ ){ ~- . "·t --. .flu f.:.'> /U-1 () ), ~ ~ \ 

:]1 .~ \ 
H__..,-ur-, 'f A I . ~-f~ l N:.hitcJ b.c/ P.u ' 't\I.A \"t I( 
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../ ~0 

I 

I ' 

'lo 1:L 1g 7v: -~~- 7' -/ - . 
, ' . 

I 

I 
I 

AMI ( 100.5) • A signature in the appropriate space constitutes a certification pursuant to Air Navigation Reg. 39. 

AM2!100.41 I certify that the work detailed above hos been properly ond completely performed. 

NOMINA TED PERSON .......................... _ .... _ .......... _ ..... _ .. 

. For ond on Behalf of R. J . TINKER and CO . 
: -~ . -

~ 



Moorabbin Airport Mentone 3194 RVINKER & CO. 

• SURVEY AND WORKSHEET 

Dote A/C Registrotoon A/C Serool No. A/ C Type 

JJ~:r. C ttl2. L 

Phone 90 5566 

Form T300 

Job No 

CUSTOMER --------~--------------------------------------------------------------: 
c5~5 . . 

Phone ... .......... ... . 

WORK REQUIRED. _ __./.t..e&o~~h:.=-,..7"v-F------------------------'· 
0 

Authorised 

Item Detai ls of Work Completed and components fitted • l.A.M.E. 

. :-

AMI ( 100.5) • A signature in the appropriate space constitutes a certification pursuant to Air Navigation Reg. 39. 

AM2 ( 1 00.4) I certify that the work deta iled above has been properly and completely performed. 

NOMINATED PERSON ...............•...••........................... .. .... 
For and on Behalf of R. J . TINKER and CO. 



e COSTING No. _ INVOICE No. ··-----~--·-··-······--·-

QTY. Port Number ITEM Amount 

I I' tJ 3 f>l r. • J c-,~~~., rt 
·. r 
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TOTAL PARTS 

. ' . \ , I 
FUEL/OIL ____________ ........... 

. 
MAINTENANCE INSPECTION .................. HRS @ ............... ../HR. . 

ADDITIONAL WORK __ , __________ HRS @ ..... .-:.-•. ../HR. 

SUB CONTRACT : .. l . .. 
. ~ . ·. .i . . ~ 

-
~ .J' . • 

• -k~ . 
II 
I• TOTAL 
I• 

II 
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~ :v.·. .. ' , . 

MAINTENANCE RELEASE 

Aircraft Type ..... C..! .. ~l......... . ......... .. N~ 
VH - ........ h~;T.. ................. . 

23f)33 

This maintenance release has been issued by virtue of Regulation 

(6) (a) of the Air Navigation Requlations for the class of opera· 

~t:t<·ftr. .... shown and, except where it ceases to be in force by virtue of 

49c of the Air Navigation Rl!gulations, shall remain in 

. 
t Time 

Pl ace 

A.M.E. Licence/auttmrtty 
No. 4/.f,~ 

CLASS OF OPERATION 

a Pnvate 
a Aenal Work 
a Charter 
• 'a I lllJICJ'f'" 

a R.P. T. under Reg 203 
exempt ton 

• delete as necessary 

CE REOUI REMENTS- At the t ime of issue of this maintenance release. the follow· 
; 

I C<·'&:•'uw maintenai1(:e, in addition to daily inspections, is required to be carried out on the aircraft 
the .~riod for which the maintenance release is expressed to remain in fore£:, ~ order to 

.~~IDJ1iaply with requirements or·conditions imposed under the Air Navigation Regulations. 

M aintenance Requered 
Due at dat e / 
total aircraft 
time tn servtce 

•, 

i 

Certified 
complied with 



..... - -- ._ __ _ ,. 

MAINTENANCE RELEASE MAINTENANCE RELEASE Part 3 

DAILY INSPECTION CERTIFICATIONS AND AIRCRAFT TIME IN SERVICE DAILY INSPECTION CERTIFICATIONS AND AIRCRAFT TIME IN SERVICE 

Aircraft Time In Service Aircraft Time in Service 
Total 

Date Daily Inspection certification 
S lnce last Progressive 

entry total 
Dal ly inspection certification 

Since last Progressive No. 
of 

entry total Landings 

'-r-oo C? • q 2 Hrs Mlns Hrs Mins Hrt M ins Hrs Mlna 

BROUGHT FORWARD ---- BROUGHT FORWARD ---- m 
~2 -

(S -
I. C. -

i I · 7. 1& ~1t . R2' 

.------_____,r---L-----:vd-L..\r-r----::)o~...!.:........:-6~--+--t--t--+---t----1 t ~~~· ~~:.____!7~? --.:::::=s~~~,'rrflf/.~Jl!LS:li"'~:....!..-__ Yi_' 0.:.L)~a~~q2 _1~-+-+~~qC-f----+----1 
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f lL4-~ ~..L. ~- /. ~ ./ o2:7_3_ 

-
1~---+-----------------------+--r-,_ __ ,_-r--~ 

' f:-----1---------t---t--+----t--t-1 • • 
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MAINTENANCE RELEASE Department of 

Transport 
Aircraft Type ...... ~ .. !..~.1: ........... ,......... NQ 18182 

VH-..... O.~.J .......................... . 

This maintenance release has been issued by virtue of Regulation 
48 (6) (a) of the Air Navigation Regulations for the class of opera
tiOn shown and, except where it ceases to be in force by virtue of 
Regulation 49c of the Air Navigation Regulations, shall remain in 
force until: 
.......... ~ .. l .. :.I.'?: .. J.~ ...... or ........... ~ .. f...Q."J . .-9.'Zr ........................ .. 

Date 

whichever is the earlier 

Total aircraft t ime in service 

CLASS OF OPERATION 

• Pnvate 
e Aerial Work 
e Charter 
e Agric;''"••ral 
e R.P.T. under Reg. 203 

exemption 

e delete as necessary 

Issued by ----> 
~ ..... J 

Time 1 fo cJ"'' 
.-----------.---- - -------1 Date 2.'2. 12.. 71 

Signed rr:~ A.M.E. Licence/autlto1ity 
.,:...t.{~ No. V7)7o Place H ov ·trl l,t)II,J. 

MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS-At the time of issue of this maintenance release, the follow
tng maintenance, in addition to daily inspections, is required to be carried out on the aircraft 
during the period for which the maintenance release is expressed to remain in force, in order to 
comply with requirements or conditions imposed under the Air Navigation Regulations. 

Item 
No. 

741 (1971) 

Maintenance Requ ired 
Due at date/ 
total aircraft 

ttme in service 
Certified 

comploed w ith 

Item 
No. 

l. 

J. 

2_ 

~ 

s 

MAINTENANCE RELEASE Part 2 • Endorsemenu 
Ceruftcauon 

clearing endorsement 

LJN ?vu'\.. ~..( Q.CI.l!A.J ~ i..."'...,...( c...,.-c.K., KTA .£ ';T;"z,L • 
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... ~a. /1'{ [2_ ~- _i d.. or_ , .,...,.,.- I (Y( J. / Cl4rlf'-.'tl.t~ 

t~cl..u'-j ~ /,l~:-.- .;<~o.kt<!.•·J. 6"\ ,-e1 •• ,.1;...~. .. Wj ·J"'K<J (-;;. c~ ... J [l ~-
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t··;··. '
1 

~ ! (:. , ~rnn· IS Jl .HEPOR'l' OF A U.ll' .. O. !HGJITINC1 l3Y l·fl t-rnrn: AND t3~LF AT :: .:, , ~ . ': 
.</. ... · .:· 1 

.. ; .'1, ~ • ,,1( .40 'Pill·· Otl SATURDAY TIII!l 2Iot ... OF OCT. I978 A'T VALLTIY VIEH ' ' ' ~ ~ ;;( ' · 
7 0 

'!1 
.. :~ :··:e :!/(,~·. :· ;~ ~R ... lN' T~ S,.s·.E •. SKY AT A' 35 DEqREE AN~LE. ·. . ()~; ... /,.t. ,, ... · ~ 
1 ·: , , :.• .·.J<~\:' ,, .. ~ ·: · . .., . ' .' · .. . 1'}./irl .; · ·,: r ~ 
j'lt'~:' . .'~~ t',l. •'(,•;· · · ' \ ,:, I ( : 't 

I ; :::,.~:.\.1 { .~ ~ On the above mentioned ovoning I stepped outside to call our oat ' .' ~ · 
,.'; , t.; ,~:'--:~:;< · Jtih<:> my uii'o Ho.s concerned about a.a it bad shunned hor duo to the fnot 
: ·F,:;·-:. . ~.:~ .• · ."' that uo ho.d otranea ki tteno in the houoo. .lif'ter no roaponoe from tho 

.•,·,· : •. j·:~ . . I cat I pond.orod a.nd e.:~.zod in tho oky, whon II Gaif lThat I toolc to bo a 
·:;~: > .-.' . lartso pJ.A.ne c;nproaching from a.n S • .s·.E .. direction.. The plane npl)eo.rcd 
f •. . : .- : ~· to l:o nu5.to ncar uith uhat I tool~ to be ~-t•a landing lighto on c.nd 
(~ 

1
; •• :(· • coloured lights A.t both oicloo. I thought thio an unuoual dirootion · 

• 
1
f ~~. : .· · { for . ~~oh ~n npproa.ohing heavy plo.no no· if 1 t continued 1 t meant that ,I • 

. l' ; 1 ~ • :t t noulc1 hnve to crooo tho flieht po.'th C?f tho mo.jor o.ir linoro head-
.:~:. ;~·], t , ~ ~.nJ1 for ~ho AJ)ELfliDE .ltiRPORT • . r.Jy curioai ty arouned I docide . to l7a.i t 

~ ·•\ : -~ • : l:\nrl vicu thio plano uhioh I cotim~J,ted uould bo directly over bend ·in 
t I ~ • • "' • • (i 

·-.~) / ·. . a.pu"t"oximatoly throe minutoo or t~;r;-q c.bouto. To my omo.~oment this did 
';1· : .~: -~· ):··.. not occur no it camo no olooor after ho.v1ng ln).i ted a.. period of como 
•l.:.;r;; ., · ·· oovon minutoo or mora.. · : · I • 

' : ( ; • I ' • • ; ,_ ~ ... '. ... . .. 
•!·/: ' : 1 < • l1:y wife camo to aee uhnt I rTBG 'doine outsido oo long c.nd caid to 
;; ~ •.. ··· l'lo,. " tThat on ea-rth a.re you looldng o.t in tho oky 111 to lThioh I rcpliod . 
I'' ; • I ' 

• ~. ~~ • ·• • I 11 ' Y.oll·lOOJc nt that O.nd toll mp r1h0'~ YOU think iJt: 10 n•,, fior reply l\ll:J • 

"·:·~~:-~ .. ·:. , ... ~ '" :tt• n TV')t n. otar for it is too 1bi(S. 11' I than a.ol~od 11 Uoll '\'l'hE\t do 
· •: ~·;:, .·: . . · · .. . . vou th'inlc it could lJe, '" to trbioh aho. ropliod . n· It' o t\ rookot (r!EAr1Il1G \Jl '-A 
:·• :·r ~-~ ·: · ~FE FITIE:·;onK TYPE ) no you ca.n ace tho coloured lights com in!! from " it. : ~ ~ 

J I · ~ n-.:, .. \· .: ~ · then :--nid to hor "' If that io) tho ca.oo hoi7 could it o~ey in the D1cy '~·.· :•• 
r :. :···. ': ·. GO lonr;, II for I ha."!O been ua.tching it f'or botuoon oevon• to ton m:l.nutco .. · ' : v-

F'"I·}. ·• ... . :::i110 t han ~mid II No your right 1 t con t t l:lo' 11 ' 0.::3 tho 1:-'tm of ctood en~incr ·,/ r . 
•t • ' I • ' • 
~ ~ · .in rma7.cmon·~ nt thi3 larco ubi te yollo,., l~crht and by nou o.n e.ccortment ~ 
' : 1(,. ·: of colouro ::'lc.sh~.ng nt tho tno cideo.. I . : -.·~ . ~ ,• 

. . . ' 

. 1 . ·. 

Having BOt my binocularo from ni thin the houeo I focuaod thio r I . . . . 
. , objC')'t , . bu·~ found my he.ndo uno toady, so I rested them on a. crnall .. 

ato.tul)t~to on the patio, nbon I r:o.o o.blo to finely focuo e.bsolu·toly .• 
clair orrto tbio unoxplaino.l:llo object •. · l:hat I oon uao a lare e trinn[;U- ' .: : 
J m:.• ycJ.lm-r ubi te licrht ( 1$ SHOHN Ill THE t:TTACITDD DIAGa.An ) J.ayine on • ·. ,. • . 1 

'it'n niclo ulth ono oido of tho trio.nglo in o vertical poot1.cn .. liith- · -~~. 
-,. ln th.i.a trian~lo flashing from points A',D,c ,. e.nd D,. ( AS ILLUSTRATED 

' In DIAGDATI ) ' lor e ~.ridcoocnt litJhts •. I con only pooltively rcncmbcr 
th:!:'c~ o'f tho colonr::~ '1-rhich uhcro blue, 'tlluo crrcon, end orc.n~o, b\1t 
fee l on:ro thoro l:o~o oloo othcro.. I1y ~·rife T~ntchccll it for ncci' enough 

' .. 

• ; ten minu·i;on, and rny:Jolf for a. total of rou~bly fourty five n:lnutco . 
·: 1,.') ~: • • ·before J.ooing oieht of it behind a lo.rcro e;um.1.roo tuo enr.dono a.uey .. · · · · ·. ,, 
: i • .-~. , ~:,. •• , · Durina the laot oto.e oa of vi cuing thia c.scortmont of colour::> '.i it . :·· , : 
,. ·', ·· tra.noforroec1 in~~o a. V ahapo a till on• it' o aide u1.th t ho top half app- · • ·.•. 

, .. ~,·:. ·' co:ri.Tlg to bo tho reflection of thcr louo:r portion, o.o one rnieht no'tt 
. a boat oi ttine on .tho curfo.oe of tho l'mtor • . 

I' reported thia . matter to EDIIIDURGil EIRPORT o.t 5 .. 45prrr .. rlondaY' . 
thfJ 23rd' .. of October,. and uao told oy n Birl that tM.o imformation <- ._. • •• 
uoulc'l: bo panco~onto the U.F •. O. lJIJVESTIGATIONS OFFICER in tho morninR• .. ; ; . 

. . ny non I HO.O a.uare that I had aeon nord for l·:ord cxt>.ctl y ns tho rnioo- , . : . . .. • 
.. :!.nr,; JloJ.bou:rne pilot ho.cl doccribecl... I rang again Ji!DH~GH J.:IRrORT .. , \ .. 

t he ' follm·dng do~! Ootoljor 24th~ and· opoko to en officer uho told mo ·I 
ho uouJ.d try ei thor to ooe me nt my plv.ce of nork or at my homo in ~ : 
tho 'P.mnine . 11o by ' tho folrouina. clny Octooor 25th .. ho had not C'!ado ~. ··~ 

· · tho offor 't to intorviou me, I e.aa:).n phoned and told him of my concern 
nl<"o.cl:l.T'l.:J for hi m to hood thio information uh1ch I fol t oo vi~o.l in tho .. ' 
c~~no o.r tho m1oning pilo!. ' . .. · · . . I 

After confirming my cta.~cment uith m;y l'Tifo ovor tho phono,l thia off- . . -
,.· < icor oul~oqi1ontl:y vioi tad my homo a.nd took n oi~cd ~t~tcmcnt f!'o:n mo .. 

. n.lonl'l 1·1i"lih a. dlo.crram of the throe cto.gcc that thio moving lieht hc.d ". \ - ... -~ 
vElkOn & . ' ·'. '· . 

! . 
1 ha.vo no <loullt in my mind that nhntaoovor I nitnoo~cd \'me exactly 

n.n tho · youns pilot doocribod uho hco gone miooing, o.nd uao enid to bo 
flying upoiclo d'o't'm a.t the time on the t2Iot .. of ,October .. 

' ' 
lie dotcotor .. 

.. 
•' 

~ 

' 
I• : 

• 4 

... 
' I 

· ·. 
• • I .. ..... . ~ . . . ... .. . 

• 1 .. • ~ -, J 
' • • 4. .· 
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CENTER FOR UFO STUDIES 
P.O. BOX 11 - NORTHFIELD,lLLlNOIS 6009S 

J. ALLEN HYNEK 
DIRECTOR 

Director 
Flight Service Control 
rlelbourne Airport 
i·ielbourne , Australia 

Dear sir: 

October 23 , 1978 

As a scientific consultant to the Center for UFO Studies in the 
United States , I am investigating sightings of anonalous aerial phenomena 
by pilots . Recently I read a news article of such a sighting by a l"lr . 
Frederick Valentich flying a Cessna 182, According to the UPI dispatch 
he reported seeing something very abnormal and t~en was lost contact vnth 
by ground rariio . I am writing to you for your kind assistance in this 
matter . '1!oul~ you be so kind as to try to complete the enclosed report 
form or pass it on tp someone who is in a position to complete the details i 
Your assistance is very much appreciated by those of us who are only 
concerned with trying to discover the true nature of the phenomenon involved, 
You vdll receive no publicity since all our records are kept confidential . 

I ~uuld be particularly interested in the weather in the region 
within about a 150 mile radius of l"lelbourne on October 21 , 1978 up to 
an altitude of 7 , 500 feet . Were any voice tapes maintained? If so could 
a copy be forwarded for research purposes only? Finally , I would very 
much like to correspond with 1-lr , Valentich Sr. Could you provide me ~th 
his address? 

On behalf of the Center for UFO Studies let :ne thank you in advance 
for any assistance you may provide . I \,;ill be pleased to send you a copy 
of any report that may be prepared on t~~s case , 

Very sincerely , 

~~ 
Richard F. haines , Ph . D. 
Research Consultant 

• 

Encl. Pilot report form 
cc: files 

Please use the following address in 
any correspondence to save time: 

325 Langton Avenue 
Los Altos , California 94022 
u.s.A . 



( 

LEAVE BLANK 

SICHTINC REPORT 
CONFIDENTIAL INF ORMATION Time: 

ALL NAMES AND PERSONAL INFORMATION YOU PRO- No. Obs. : 

VIDE WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL UNLESS YOU Altitude: 
GIVE SPECIFIC WRITTEN PERMISSION TO DISCLOS E IT. 

THIS INFORMATION IS ONLY FOR RESE ARCH PURPOSES. 
Comm. Prvt. Military 

When complet ed please r e turn this form to: 

Dr. Richard F. Haines 325 L angton Avenue 
Los Altos , Calif. 94022 

[Part L DETAILS OF THE ANOMALOUS PHENOMENON: l 
1. Please de s cribe what you witne ssed. Be as 

complete as possible (~ opposite side of 
page ~necessary). 

USA Foreign 

2. Now draw a ske tch of what you saw. If you 
w e re able to see it from two or more dif-

SKETCH OF OBJECT OR PHENOMENON 

fe rent a ngl e& s imply draw what you saw and 
l a b e l each sket ch (A), ( B ), e tc . to indicate 
the o rde r in which you saw it. Also, draw 
an arrow poi nting gravitationally upward and 
aircraft w i nds hield s t ruts (frames , etc. ). 

If the E arth's horizon was visible draw 
it in also. 

Finally, d r aw magne tic c ompass heading 
t ick marks across the bottom of t he box and 
label several-ac cording to your heading-re late d 
t o your s k e tch. 

3. Did the object (phenomenon) appear t o mo~~ 
rel ative t o your aircraft' s window !rame( s ) .__-;::=-- --.=:;------==--- --------J 
during your sighting? (check one) 0 No 0 Unsur e 0 Yes 

If "yes" please use a dashed line to indicate 
this apparent motion in the box t o the right. 
Mar k an "a" at the location object w as first 
seen, a "b" , "c", etc. !or subsequent locat 
ion s. Be sure to include aircr aft window 
!rame( s ) if p r esent t o a llow angular est imates 
t o be made . For uneven, jerky mot ion try to 
place the "a" , " b" , e t c . at one-second inter
vals. 

.. 

4. Did the ob~ ect (phenomenon) appear t o move 
r e l ative t o any s t able background detail 
d u r ing your sighting? (check one} 
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SKETCH OF OBJECT 'S APPARENT MOTION 

D No 0 Unsure D Yes 

D 



~ue na~rative here) 

4. 1 II the object appeared to move please estimate 
its apparent angular velocity. 

4. Z Did the object move behind in front of (circle) 
anything? 

4 . 3 Did the object (phenomenon) appear ( check) 

Deg/ 
----------- Sec. 

Motion seen in relation 

to: -------------------

0No 

Osolid 

0 Unsure 0 Yes 

0 Transparent Ocouldn't tell 

4. 4 Did you observe the object through 

0 Camera viewfinder 

0 Other:--------------

(check) iD Binoculars 
0Telescope 

About how large did the object appear as compared Equiv. Visual Angl e 4. 5 
with one of the following items held at arm's O Head of pin [ 0° 4. 1'] (Assume . 031") 
l e ngth? [Note: The equivalent v isual angles DPea [0° 8. Z' ] (Assume. 06Z") 
are based upon an average arm - reach distance 0 Dime [1° 31'] 
of Z6"]. D Nickle [1° 47'] 

D Quarter [Z
0 

3. 9'] 

( If object changed size during the sighting just 
place a "1" , "Z", "3", etc. in the boxes 
to represent the order in which the size change 
occurred). 

0Half-dollar [Z
0 

37'] 
0 Baseball [6° 17'] 
0 Grapefruit [10° 5 3'] (Assume 5" diam) 
0 Basketball (Z0° 10'] 
DOther: ----------------------------------

4 . 6 How certain are you of your answer to question 
4. 5? (check one) 

OVery sure 
0 Fairly certain 
0 Not very sure 

4. 7 Did the object (phenomenon) ? (check all that 
are appropriate ) 

(a) Change shape 
(b) Flicker, throb, pulse 
(c ) Break up into parts or explode 
(d) Suddenly accelerate 
(e) Give off smoke, vapor, trial 
(£) Appear to stand still whole time 
( g ) Change color( s ) 
(h) Appear on your aircraft's radar 
(i) Appear on any ground radar 

• 

0 Uncertain (only a guess ) 

0No 
0No 
0No 
0No 
ONo 
ONo 
ONo 
0No 
0No 

0Don't know 
0Don't know 
DDon't know 
DDon't know 
DDon1t know 
DDon't know 
0Don't know 
DDon't know 
DDon't know 

DY es 
DYes 
DYes 
DYes 
DYes 
DYes 
DYes 
DYes (1! 
DYes (If 

"yes" elaborate ) 
"yes" please 

elaborate here: --------------------------

4. 8 Did you experience any buffetting which you think 
was caused by the encount er? 0No 0Possibly 0 Yes (II "yes'' elaborate) 
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How did the object iirst become noticed? 0 It was already present and 1 happened to look at it. 
(check all appropriate boxes) -------4 0 Someone else saw it first: [Give name: ] 

0 It suddenly appeared at or near where I was looking. 
0 It gradually faded into sight where I was looking. 
0 Other (specify): 

6. How did the object disappear? ( check all D 1 looked away and when 1 looked back it was gone. 
appropriate boxes) ----------i D It suddenly disappeared from sight for no reason, 

i.e., it didn't pass behind a cloud, etc. 

0 It gradually faded from sight without changing size. 
Oit faded from sight by becoming smaller and smaller. 
0 It faded from sight (apparently) by travelling away. 
D Other ( specify): ----------------------------

7 . What distinguishable detail( s) did you see 0 None 
on or nearby the object? (check all 0Sharply defined edge(s) 
appropriate boxes) ---------~ 0 Fuzzy edge( s) 

0Darker porthole-like areas :[ Shape was 

8. Did you notice anything unusual happen in 
the cockpit just before, during, or just 
after the sighting? (check one) 

If "yes" describe as fully as you can. 

------0 Lighter intensity portholes :[Shape was ______ __,. 

0Seam(s), rivets, etc. 
0Markings 
0 Atmospheric effect{ s ) : [Describe 

0No Ounsure DYes 

9. What do you think made the object visible? r 0It reflected ambient light (sun; moon) (circle) 
(check all appropriate boxes) ------il Oit emitted its own light (If checked elaborate on 

colors, brightnesses, etc. seen) 

10. Where was the Sun 
during the sighting? 

Moon (circle) ---(OAt degrees elevation above horizon, and 

at degrees bearing relative to aircraft 

heading to Right Left (circle one). 

11. If you experienced any physiological sen- 0Eye strain due to very high brightness _ 
sations during the sighting check 0Eye strain for any other reasons: (Explain ] 
all appropriate boxes to 0Tingling sensation(s): [Body location -----]-
the right. ---------------i 0 Mild pain: (Body location ] -

If you experienced any non-normal 
sensations within 24 hrs after the sighting 
please place an X at the right of the 
appropriate line( s) provided. 

12. What do you think the object (phenomenon) 
was? Be as precise as possible including 
whatever supporting facts you desire • 

• 

Olntense , acute pain: [Body location ] = ~ 
0Heat _ 
QOdor(s): [Describe ] _ 
0Tastes: (Describe ] 

Osounds: [Describe ] 

0 0ther ] 

13. Have you ever seen anything while flying 0No Ounsure 0 Yes (If "yes" please 
or on the ground that you thought was an give details: 
unidentified flying object prior to this? ------------------

0
-

Page 3 



• 

AIRCRAFT FLIGHT DETAILS: (Spatial) 

0 
Airport Name (Initials ): ____ -:-----;-;-----------

" 0 It 

14. Wh e r e did you take off from? 

Lat . N S; Long. E W (if known) 

15. What was your intended final destination? 
O I fl 

Lat. N S; 

16. Sighting location. Where were you when 
you first sighted the object? Be as p recise 
a s possible. 

(IC appropriate, specify) 

Lat. 
0 

0 I Long. _____ _ 

II 

II 

N S; 

E W 

17. Check box to indicate whe r e you were during 

Long. 
0 II 

E W (if known) 

From ___ VOR ___ RADIAL ____ DME 

Elaborate if necessary: -------- -------

0Taxi to t akeoff 
t he sighting. --------- ------1 0 During takeoff 

0Climb to cruise altitude at ft/min] 
OAt cruise altitude of ft) 
0 Descending fo r approach to land at [ ft/min] 
0Final approach (i.e., within outer marker) 
0 Landing or rollout 
00the r: [Specify ______________ _ 

18. Check all appropriate boxes to indicate 0Nothing that was not already planned 
what you did as a direct response of 0Changed h eading by turning right left (circle} 

(circle} sighting the object ( phenomenon). -----1 0Changed altitude by climbing descending 

(Please elaborate on all items on 
the opposite side if necessary) 

19. Please u se this space to add any other 
details/obse rvations/facts that are re 
late d to the geographic I spatial location 
of your sighting. 

0Took immediate evasive action [Describe -----

0Turned my landing lights on off (circle) 
Oused my radio to contact: [Specify whom------

0Change d my power setting 
0Pointed it out to [Specify name(,.:s:..:.l ________ _ 

0 Attempted to follow chase (circle) it for the fol
lowing reason(s): [ ----------------------

Oother: -------------------------------------

I Part ill. AIRCRAFT FLIGHT DETAILS: (T emporal) 
. A M 

[ 

PM (local) 
------Time zone 

:-------AM 

ZO. When did you takeoff? 

Zl. 

[GMT ____ ...cz] 
0 Daylight savings 
0 Standard time 

[GMT _____ Z] When did y•ou plan to land (scheduled) ? -l PM (local) 

Time zone (if different from above) ------
AM 

ZZ. When did you first see the object (pheno - PM (loc al) 
menon) ? 

[GMT _____ z] 

Page 4 

c 

0 



• 

(' 

SIGHTING DATE 

When did you l a st s ee the o bject (pheno
menon) ? 

(Calculated total sighting duration ) 

AM 
------- PM (local) [GMT _____ z) 

sec.] Comm ents: ------------ -------------

24. What did ·you look at (or do) to determine 0Looked at my wristwatch: [Est. accuracy to -----: 
the above times? ------------1 0 Looked at cockpit clock: [Est. accuracy to ___ _ 

25. Did you have any indication (real or imag
inary) of a loss of time, i. e. , a period 
for which you cannot account? 

26. Did you land at your pre-planne d or 
scheduled time? 

27. Use this space to add any othe r details/ 
observations/facts that are related to the 
timing of your sighting. 

Part IV. SIGHTING AIRCRAFT DETAILS: 

0Radioed to crewmember for time 
0Radioed to ground for time: [Info. rec'd. from 

[]1 did not d e termine initial final (circle) time(s) 
[]Other: ________________________________ _ 

D~ossibly yes 
[]Definitely yes: [Elaborate - -----------

Ounsure but probably no 
Ooe!initely no 

28. Type of aircraft (check) ·---------1 Osingle engine 
0Multi engine [no. 
0Propeller 

29. Model name/number/airframe mfgr. 

30. Aircraft registration number. 

31. Airline name (if appropriate). 

32. Sche duled flight number. 

33. Object (phenomenon) was seen through 
the following window(s). 

34. Describe as precisely as you can the 
apparent clarity /scratches I etc. of these 
windows. 

QJet 
0Rocket 
0Glider 
0Balloon 

About how familiar were you with this ___[OVery familiar: [I had aboot ______ hrs. flt. time] 
particular aircraft and its "peculiarities~ 0 Reasonably familiar: [ Comments 

35. 

of flight control? ---------

36. Use this space to add any«otber pertinent 
details about the aircraft in which you 
were located during this sighting. 

37. What wa·s your indicated airspeed? 

38. What was your ground speed (if known)? 

__________ 0 mph D knots <check one> 

--------------0 mph D knots (chefk one) 
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obtained the following weather info r m ation from: 0 Flight servi c e station 

-------------i O Terminal forecast check all that apply) 
OSIGMET or AIRMET 

40. Visibility and clouds : (check) 

41. Did you file a flight plan? (ch e ck one) 

42. Were you flying: 

43. Sky condition was: 

(check one) 

(check one) 

44. Outside air tempe rature was: 

45. What was the wind dir e ction and ve l ocity? 

46. Use this space to add any other details about the 
weather at the time and location of the sighting. 

I Part VI. EYEWITNESS DETAII..S: j 

O FD (winds-te mp. aloft) 

!Otber:~----------------------~-----
1 Clear (visibility gre ater than 15 miles) 

0 Clear (visibility from 3 to 15 miles) 
0 Broken clouds - sky cover in tenths was 

Cloud type(s): OCumulus 
OStratus 
0Cirrus 
Oother: 

D Heav y overcast 
aircraft 

below -a7b_o_v_e--~(-c~ir-c-l~e~)~m-y-

D Flying in clouds at the time 
00ther: ------------------------------

0No 

OIFR 

0Bright daylight 

0 Yes 

OVFR 

D Dull daylight (slight overcast, smog) 
0Twilight 
OTrace of daylight 
D Dark - no Moonlight 
0Dark - Moonlight present from: 0 Full 

OA few stars visible 
0All stars visible (very clear) 
0Don't reme mber 

0 3/4 visible 
01/2 visible 
Ocrescent 

TAT = -------------

[Note: This information will be kept confidential unless you indicate in the space below 
that it may be disclosed publically. ] 

47. Your full name: 

48. Your mailing address: 
First Middle Last 

Street City/Town State/Province zip 

49. Your age at time of sighting: yrs 

50. Your sex: (check) 0 Male D Female 
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

51. Occupation: 

52. Marital status: (check one) 0 Single 0Married0Divorced/widowed 

[Sign one of the two statements 
that expresses your wishes.] 

53. Telephone: area code [ ] number [ ·---------------
54. Highest education level: --------------------

55. Describe military aviation experience (if any): ------------

56. During the sighting were you wearing: (check) 

0 Prescription eyeglasses (no tint) 
0 Prescription eyeglasses with tint 
0 Contact len~es 
0 Polarizing sunglasses only 
0 Non-polarizing sunglasses 
0 No eye-glasses of any kind 
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V116/78~/1047 

CHIEP SUPmiNTENJ>Et.'T 
MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORI.rn 
P.O. BOX 50 
MARIEYRNONG. VIC. ~0~2 

(Att entiona Mr. Davldson) 

ANALYSIS OJ' OIL SAYu>L~ RECOVERED FROM BASS STRAIT 

During the search for the missing C182 aircraft, VH-DSJ, a 
search aircraft sighted an oil aliok in the waters of Baas Strait 
within the prime probability area. Two water samples were obtained 
!rom this slick and forwarded to your Laboratory together with a 
sample of the type of oil uaed in the engine of the missing aircraft. 

Please accept this mP.morandum aa a formal request for an 
analysis of the water aamples to determi ne if the oil content is the 
same aa that used in the aircraft. 

It ia understood that the samples obtained from the oil slick 
were of poor quality. Any adv~ce you may care to offer on obtaining 
better quality samples viil be welcomed by our Search and Rescue 
organisation for the briefing of future searches. 

C:.;r 
I.S. SMI'l'!i 
for l>IR~TOR 



AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INTERIM REPORT 
1. THE ACCIDENT 

Locat1on 
Between Cape Otway and King Island 

Date 21 . 10.78 I Time I Zane 
1912 liST 

Aircraft Type 
Cessna 182L Reg• strati an Owner c. Day, 

VII-DSJ ~~ Reserve Road • .Beaumaris. Vic. 
Operata Southern Air Services , Fl1gh t From : To Purpose T Class of Operation 

Mnn-rn.'hhi n Ai'rnnT't Mf Moorabbin : Xing Island Travel Private 
Damage to Aucraft 

Unknown 

2. PERSONS INVOLVED 

Name Role Description of ln1urtes 
Probable 

Cornt'll No. D.o.T. 462 Forwarded t o 

Frederick VALENTICH Pilot Unknown 

3. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

At 1723 hours ~T on 21 October 1978 a flight plan for VH-DSJ (I''loorabbin to King Island 
and return, El'D 1745 hours .:..3T, time interval to King Island 69 minutes) , was submitted 
at Moorabbin Briefing Office . The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours EST and 
subsequently departed Moorabbin for King Island at 1819 hours EST. The pilot reported Cape 
Otway at 1900 hours EST and at 1906 hours EST asked if there was any traffic below five 
thouaan4. After being advised there was no known traffic, he reported what seemed to be a 
large aircraft below five thousand. He could not identify the type but described it as 
having a green light, being metall ic like and all shiny on the outside. After describing 
t he movements of t he aircraft , its disappearance and reappearance, the pilot stated that i i 
was hovering on top of' him and that it wae not an aircraft . He also reported at approxi
mately 1912 hours mT that the engine was "rough idling" and declared that he was 
continuina t o King Island. The final transmission from the pilot of the aircraft ' s call
sign followed by 17 seconds open microphone was made at 1912:28 ho1 rs EST. Last light 
King Island was 1918 hours EST but the pilot had not requested aerodrome lighting. Flight 
Service King Island waa notified and lighting was arranged but the aircraft failed to 
arrive there. 

A search was initiated but no trace of the pilot or aircraft was found . The pilot 
was the onl.., known person on board. 

4. MATTERS ARISING 

Details of what the pilot reported seeing prior t o his disappearance have been 
referred to the RAAF for investigation. 

Signed Dote Reg1on e e 

P. R. GRAHAM V116/783/1047 



Ref : M116/783/1o47 

Director 
Vic/Tas Region 

MINUTE ~ 
7J]/tOlf7 
'=8 NOV 1978 

1\.f"tw. 

The attached letter was received 
in this office and relates to the accident to 
VH-DSJ on 21 October 1978. 

2 It has not been acknowledged and 
is forwarded for such action as you consider 
necessary. 

Att: 

~j 
(P.~ . Choquenot) 

for AS(SI) 



26th October, 1978. 

The Secretary, 
Department of Transport, 
188 Queen St., 
~lliLBOURNE, 3000 

Dear Sir, 

lou-. J. s. }till, wA 
40 Woodlands Gve., 
FRANKSTON, 3199 

783-4706 

re The UFO/Valentich Incident. 

Reference the attached article (The Age, 24/10/'78), 
the follo·w·ing information may be of interest. \fuen coming home 
about 7.30 P.M. a~ter work on either Thursday or Friday of last 
week, I '~atched an 'Aurora Australis' display in the south
western sky for about a minute or so. It consisted mainly of 
successive near-vertical parallel columns of soft pinkish-red 
light moving quickly from left to right and disappearing into 
a stationary section of similar light, thus:-

~"" till!; 
"'-+----~ .... --T!fr:::;H~(!tM-£ ____ ---? W•trT 

Early this morning I remembered this incident and it 
occurred to me that 2 elements of this display - namely, 'rapidly 
moving light' and 'stationary or hovering light' -'~ere present 
in the subsequent UFO/Valentich incident as reported. 

Being a young person, it seems certain that ~~. F. 
Valentich would not have had much direct observational experience 
of ' Aurora Australi•' in its many and varied 'display' forms 
which occur frequently over the years. If confronted by a 
similar 'display' as above, it seems equally certain that the 
technically trained mind of ~x . Valentich would have rapidly 
searched everything kno,~, except 'Aurora Australis ', for a 
rational explanation of his observations. 

Yours faithfully, 

enc/ 





GE 
day, October 24, 1978 250 Spencer St., Melbourne 

It's exactly 100 years s1nce the Kelly gang 
shot dead three policemen. 

60 0421 (Classified 60 061 1) 46 Pages { ln'l 9 pages 
Tru<~ & Sus Suppl, 125th Year 14c* 

Today we repnnt a contemporary account 
of the k1lllngs - Page 9. 

T omtmow Professor John Molony of the 
ANU d1scusses the Kelly legend. 

EpicuRE 
Stephen Downes fmds a 
restaurant where h1s meal was a 
delight from start to fm1sh ! 
Read about it in Epicure -18-22 

Pest conb~ 
by genetics 

I'd rather it was UFO than plane 

crash, says missing pilot's father 
By CHRISTINE MORRIS 
and DAMIEN MURPHY 

The father of missing pilot Frederick 
Valentich said yesterday he hoped 
an unidentified flying object had 
been involved in his son's disap
pearance. 

"I would rather that than them find· 
ing wreckage of the plane," he said. 

The second day of t11e land and sea 
search failed to find any trace of the 
182 Cessna yesterday. 

Mr. Guido Valent1ch sa1d he was 
forced to believe that something un
u:;ual had happened to his .son. 

"The fact that they have found no 
trace of him really verifies the fact 

that UFOs could have been there," he 
said. 

He said his belief m UFOs had been 
reinforced and that he still held hope 
for his son. 

"I never believed in UFOs as strong· 
ly as my son. Frederick used to study 
them as a hobby using information he 
received from the air force," he said. 

"He was not the type of person who 
would make up stories. everything had 
to be very correct and positive for 
him." 

Mr. Valentich said h•s son had often 
flown a Cessna and had made three 
previous visits to King Island. 

A Department of Transport spokes
man said a search of Bass Strait by an 
RAAF Orion had failed to find any 
sign of the plane's wreckage. 

The spokesman said the possibility of 
UFOs would later be mvestigated by 
the Ai r Safety Investigation Branch. 

"Our first consideration is to find the 
missing pilot and plane." he said. 

Oil taken from a slick near the pos
sible "ditching point" of the plane will 
be brought to Melbourne today to be 
tested. 

A maritime version of a Nomad will 
continue the search around the north 
end of King Island. 

Hundreds of sightings of UFOs were 
reported ye~terday from Geelong, 
Frankston, Cape Otway and Brighton. 

Some people described the object as 
brilliantly lit, oblong in shape and mov
ing very quickly across the sky 

Other said they saw unusual flashes 

of light. which remained m the sky 
for several seconds. 

An RAAF spokesman said they had 
received 11 reports of sightings in the 
past four days, but would investigate 
recent reports at a later stage. 

Residents of King Island have also 
reported sightings of strange brig~t 
and trailing lights in the past SIX 
weeks. 

Meanwhile, at Que-enscliff. on Vic· 
toria's southern tip, a woman motorist 
said she saw what appeared to be a 
ferris wheel spinning in the sky . less 
than two hours after the plane disap
peared on Saturday nilith t. 

Mrs. Barbara Bishop, of Le-armonth 
Street, Queenscliff, said she saw "some
thing unusual" m the western sky 

What is going on in the sky - ll. 

• 
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Ref : M116/785/1o47 

Director 
Vic/Tas Region 

iS NOV 197& 

f+O 
~9 0 1978 

Att ached are three copies of 
the transcript of communications prepared for 
use in the investigation of the accident to VH- DSJ 
on 21 October 1978. 

~tJ 
(P .E. Choquenot~ 

for AS(SI) 

Att: 3 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

AIR SAFETY (NCIDENT REPORT 

Folio No. 
Station 
No . ...... . 

ML'""'""'""''""" 
... ~ ~ '2> .. ·· .. ::.:: ::::::::::: 

Reg. Off. No. 
Central Off. No. 

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION .... 4ft:. OlwA'(-/(11•:/'- .:b. Date ... ...2 1. O .. (r.. .. l"t7fLocal Time /YrZ
AIRCRAFf: Type and Marking .. ~~P'!'.~ ... ./ fj . V ,L/ D $ {..PILOT: Name and Initials Jr '11 LLi N II CJ-1 .F. ..... 

OWNER/OPERATOR .. ~.!:' v!.lt.~-=f.?.t:'! .... IJ.t/f.. .. .f~~.Y.!.£.C"i ......... FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VFB 
I FR 

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type) : 
Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 
Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 
FLIGHT: Last departure point .... l'!.f'.C-fl.~.f! N . First point of intended landing k't.Nfi-.. .1.. .. Fit. No. 
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) .. . .. ................ . 

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions: 
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NOTE-If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. H these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
.. .............................. Region 

Name 
Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning ........... .. 

Address .. 

on I 
For future reference it bas been allocated No. 

Yours faithfully 
Date I I 

DOT2l5P For Director 
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SIGNED ...................................... ........ .... .\ . . DESIGNATION ....... : .... :.: ... ~ ... • ......................................... DATE: I I 
Please note instructions at foot of this page. 
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SIGNED ............................................................................. DESIGNATION .............................................................. DATE: I I 

) • < 
ACI'ION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR: 

' I 

• J • • ...... .. ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

.................... .. ........ ............ ........ ............................................................... ............... ... ....... ......... ............ ......... ...... ........ ........... ...... ......... "'/''"' ............... .. 
SIGNED ........................................................................... DESIGNATION .................... .. ........................................ DATE: I I 

Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your 
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the 
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification, 
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report. 

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident 
by the quickest available means : i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial no tification should be confirmed in writing on this form. 

'/ 
t0673n7 C. J . THOMPSON. Actina Common,.eahh Government Prlnt<r 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT Folio No. 

Station ............................................. . 
No ......................... ....................... . 
Reg. Off. No. . . . ... . .... . . .. . 
Central Off. No. 

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT 

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION .... . . . Date ... Local Time 

AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking .. ........ Y.Jf. ... D $..~ .................. PILOT: Name and Initials .. 

OWNER/OPERATOR .. ............................................................................. ...... FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VFR 
IFR 

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): 
Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 
Private Aircraft Test Aight Training Dual Training Solo 
FLIGHT: Last departure point... .................. ................................... First point of intended landing .............................. Fit. No ... . 
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) ...................... . 
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions: 

G)~i._ ·m~M · 9(;;!-R<H ·········· a;>.......................................... ••..•••.•••••• ... .... · . 
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........... E . .'!'.£r.'-.·:~:tf I . rr.! ~.< w i>. ...... P.Y.~Jt.IJ.h- t) ~~(l C~... .. '::!. f.1,:,~ ...... 0..V..T.. ....... f>:. ... ~ ( .f::.':t..f.. .... .. ~[ ...... ~~ 
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NOTE-H you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
.. ..... Region 

Name 
Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning . .. ...... .. 

Address .. 

on I 
For future reference it has been allocated No. 

Yours faithfully 
Date I I 

DOTWP For Director 



FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY 
COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: 

SIGNED .... ....................... .. .............................................. .. DESIGNATION .......... ......... ...... ...................................... DATE: 

ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR: 

SIGNED ...................... . .............. ..... ... ................ ............ DESIGNATION .............................................................. DATE: 

I I 

I I 

Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your 
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the 
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification, 
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report. 

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident 
by the quickest available means: i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed in writing on this form. 

t0673177 C . J. THOMPSON. Actin& Commonwealth Government Prin1or 
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CIVIL AVIATION • Delete as necessary 

MENT AND WORK RECORD ., A irports 
Desrgnatron: • Airways Station: 

PERFORMED TRANSPORT ALLOWANCE 
TRAVEL LING ALLOWANCE 

Type of Time ordinarily spent in travelling from 

Vehicle residence to headstation 

Truck Hours ................................. Minutes .. ............................... 

or No. of 
Tractor Cylinders Total 

Whether Driving . Arrived Depart t ime 

Yes City City Arrived spent in 
Dept. 

or Departed Termrnal Terminal Resid- travell-
quarters 

Residence occupied 
No Day or or ence ing 

Drome Drome work and 
Yes or 

meals 
No 

Thur. 

Fri. . 
Sat. 

' 
. 

Sun. 

Mon. 
~ 

Tues. 

Wed. 

T hur. 

Fri. 

Sat. 

' Sun. 

Mon. 
~ 

Tues. 

. 
Wed. 

-
t the hours claimed are correct, the work has been done by drrection and/or is covered by proper authority and 
:ails given in support of transport allowance or other allowances claimed are correct. 

Supervising Officer I Officer-in-Charge 

tly at the close of each allowance period. 
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PRG:CS 27/1 0/78 

7 OCT 1978 
AS(SI) 

MISSING AIRCRAFT a VH- :OOJ, BASS STRAIT ON 21 . 10.78 

Preliminary investigation of this occurrence indicates that human 
factors may have played a significant role in the disappearance of the 
aircraft. 

2 It appears that Frederick Valentioh's flying activities and his 
association with the RAAF Air Training Corp co ed moat of his interest. 
He created a facade of hie ability, achievement and future in these aspects 
of his life not oill.y for his close f riends and acquaintances but also to a 
lesser degree for his family. In fact he haa a poor academic history, was 
assessed by the RA~F as having a low IQ and has failed all his Co ercial 
Pilot theory examinations. 

3 In assessing the psychological stability ot this pilot at the time 
of this flight, expert !U!dance is required. It ia therefore requested 
that Avia t ion Medicine be asked to participate in the investigation. The 
attached documentation is provided in support of this request . 

ATl' . 

1.5. SMITH 
for DIRiiXiTOR 
VIC/TAS R I O! 

~I 
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NNNNZCZC MPD106 240213 
JJ AMMLYJ 

DO AMMLYX 
40213 AM~LYA 

FOR HQSCU . 
ATTENTION SOINTEL FROM AMMLYA ASIB . 
CONF IRMING TELEPHONE CONVERSATION OF 23 OCT 1978 NOTIFYING DETAILS 
OF C182 VH - DSJ MISSING ON FLIGHT ~OORABBIN TO Kl JG ISLAND ON 21 OCT 
~ro . 
RECORD OF CO~MUNICATIONS WITH AIRCRAFT CONFIRM PILOT REPORTED IN 
CLOSE PROXIMITY TO U~IDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT OVER BASS STRAIT . 
NO OTHER KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN AREA . 
DURING SIX MINUTE PERIOD PILOT IN VISUAL CONTACT WITH UNKNOWN 
AIRCRAFT HE MADE TWO REFERENCES WHICH INFERRED THE OBJECT WAS NOT 
AN ARCRAFT. 

REQUEST ANY INFORMATION WHICH MAY ASSIST INVESTIGATION OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF MISSING AIRCRAFT . 

I. A. SMITH ASSU 24100145 . 

NNNN 
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• Itt. . 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT Folio No. 

Station .. .... IlL. f.S .................... .. 
No. ........ .. .. 173 ........................ .. 

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT Reg. Off. No. .. .......................... . 
Central Off. No. . .... . ................... . 

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be 
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. 

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION .~~~~ .. m;.~~~r.~~~.9. .. J~~ Date .21.•1.0. 78 ........ ~Time ~91~ .......... 

AIRCRAFf: Type and Marking .~ .1.~.? ..... !~h~?;¥. ..................................... PILOT: Name and Initials . VALENl'IeH 

OWNER/OPERATOR ~-~~.~-~~ .................................................................. FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VFR 5V 
IFR 

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): 
Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work 
Pd"?•e Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo 
FLIGHT: Last departure point .:>QRABB~ . ...... . . ... . First point of intended landing lC.~g .. J§~MID Fit. No. 

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable) ....................... . 

DESCRJBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions: 

IIIPAIRTJ> OPERAT!HO EFFICIENCY • ............................... . 
•ooo o 0 00 oOo o I o Oo 00 00 0 o 00 oo • o o o0 o • o 00 ·~o•Oo 00 o 00 00 ooo 

AT 210819 VB DSJ DE?Ii RrED )l)()RABBill ON ~ .~.~.~~~~ .. !~!~ ... ~.~~-~. ~9. .. ~.1.~ .. }.~~~ .. !.~ .............. .. ............... ........... .................. .................................... .. ......... . 
.. ~.~~.~ ... ~~~~!..~ ...... ~~ ~.??. .. ~~ ... ~~-~ .. ?.Y. .. :t CA~~ ..... ~~~! ... ~~~ ......... ~~O. -~-~.J~!~q .. ~~~ .. ~l~-~ ... ... ~ .. 9~ .... . 
.. ~~ ... ~~~~.~~.~~ ... ~~ .. ~ ... ~ .. ~ ... ~ .. ~~ .. ~~~~~?..P.~?..~.~ .. .c~~~~~ .. ~~ .. ~9 .. ~~~p~~ .. ~~~~~.~ .. . 
.. ~~ .. ~.~-~- ·-~~ ... ~~~.~~~) ... !:-'! ... ~~.~ ... ~~ .. ~.~ .. ~ ... ~.~?.~ .. ~ ... ~ ... ~g~~! ... ~g~.~~~ .. -~9.~~ ............................ . 
ALER'l' PllASE DmLARED. THE AlRCRAF'l' THEN W>E A FURl'liER REPORl' THAT THE U .P.o . AS ................................................................................................................................................................................. ······ ............ ............ ············ 
Sl'ILL 15 TilE VICiniTY. CON.l'ACT WAS THEN LO$' WITH THE AIRCRAF'r. AT 0913 THE JIIS3 ............................................................................ ····································· ............................................................................ ················. ··············. 
OPERATOR Iili:LARED DISI'JIE<"olS PHASE Bur OPERATIONS ADVISED PHASE WAS TO REMAIB AT ALERT 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• ••• •••• ••• •• • •• ••• • ••• •• • • .. • • .. .... •• .. .. ....... ········~··· ••••• •• ••••• •• ... • • • • ••••• • • •••••••••• ......... .. ••••• .. •• • .......... ...................... . 

Ulfl'IL E.TA IINO ISLAND OF 0928. AT 0933 OPmATIONS UPGRADED PHASE TO Dlm'RESS • ......... ...................................................................... ..... ........ .. .. . ................................................................ ........ .. .. .. ....... .... . ..... ........ ............... . 

..... Si£D.e.cl.. .. P. .• c ..... Ring ................................ DeaifJDat1on ... .&jPS03 ........... · .. · .. · · .. · ................. Date· 21/to/78 ...... . 

NOTE-If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given, 
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. 

Dear Sir/Madam, .. .. .... .. . .. ......... Region 

Name ...................................................................... ~ ...... . 
Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning ......... .. 

Address .... ......... ... ... ..... ... ....................... ....... .................... .. 

.... on I I 
For future reference it has been allocated No. 

Yours faithfully 
Date I 

OOTWP For Director 



···· ·· ·········································································· ······················· ·········································· ········· ········ ·· ····································································· 

........................................................................................................................................................................................... ............................................ 

SIGNED ................................................. . .. DESIGNATION ........... .. .... ........... .............................. DATE: 

Please note instructions at foot of this page. 

FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY 
COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: 

SIGNED ..................................................... . DESIGNATION ........... ................. .................................. DATE: 

ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR: 

SIGNED .......................... .... ..... .. ...................... . DESIGNATION .. ... . . .... ... ........ . ..... ..... . DATE: 

I I 

I 

I 

Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your 
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the 
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification, 
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report. 

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident 
by the quickest available means: i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed in writing on this form. 

10673177 C. J . THOMPSON, Actina Commonwealth Govemmenl Prlnler 
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> J - ·~ .. ·- i) DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT DOMESTIC FLIGHT PLAN Filing Time 

FF 
, --;-; ()rigir;Jtor 

Addresses /_--......... '"' 
f---.'~.N 

~ 

!Aircraft iJS) J IFR NightVMJ> VFR I Class.of J ,P ..... ANR l Aircraft '} C 'S" 7. 
!dent. 1 I ~ NV v Operatton VI. 203 Type I "' 

VHF f{. HF (/. : TL: ....:1Q ADF A:l ~~ ~2~:" I Of" ET 1~0 MHz TACANTOC>PPLER VARl RAUAR II>.~~ 
v H _H \1 w ,. 

Departure ~int Landi/, Points ! fJ I fjf ·r ATO 
111 FOR I - Ai • 
Route 

LSALT FL or 
TAS 

TR Wind 
'lfDG-

GS Dtst. ETI 
p[N s TA neX' Fit Proc .. etc. Seaments ALT MAG MAG ETA ATA Pos"n 

/118 · 15 ~ ':,) 8o~u / '](/ 31to}s 
1-

f--- - -
Cl 'j . I4.7PO ,itS Z'3,t 13S 9?v "' ' f--- I -- --'--

I 
t-- - -

.X I . l~:;o 155 1£5 //,/~ 'IJ il r----

' -

IJ~!P· 

kt . !5.JJ 
1--

)1{ 115 
- 375 1-- f--
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c f ' / . +' "'J JJ4 115 '~ -s ~~ · 
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m .~ ~ 1!/vo d:;So Oif5 0 .3~ 1~1 9Z t il · 
II "? 7 

1-

ALTN 
Alternate Landing Point Level I Time Interval Flight Proc. Route LSALT 

For Via 

ALTN 
I 

I V
1
ia For 

ALTN 
I - I Via 

Remarks 

. FUll-~~ •• ~rftt, .,r1f, CLIAS 59 lAS Captain VAt~~.v7'1Gif • Company SAS · Beacon Stat s 
ST .GE PJ$./?JQ. Operational Approval 

/~ Min Gal,lb Min Gal/lb Min Gal/lb Min Gal/lb Min Gal/lb 

·~ 
. ......,. ... 

1..11mb iTJ .... . .. , X 
Cruise I i · 

I ~ 

Altn 1 --
~~ 

. 
SUB-
TOTAL .. 
Variable . 
Reserve . 
Fixed 45 
~ve - ~ Holdmg 

s~ -(II req'd) 
A~ ud ---·~ ~T 

Taxi Vnirl T 
r-ue I I?J Required 

1 Marg:n 
(Crutst rata} ·- .. .. _._ ... 
~~6~~ ll.x Air Trafftc Controller 

IF NOT ON FULL Sarti me For arrival at To <:·Ofnit) By (~thod) 
GENERAL REPORTING .. ~ 9'31? · .Jr / · f 1 · ~ 

AVIATION SURVIVAL GEAR D First [!] Life D E~ergency D Water Other (specify) 
CARRIED aid jackets rat1ons 

AIRCRAFT PHONE NUMBERS AT IPOB/ 
End of Daylight 

LANDING POINTS .. 

DoT 1841A REMEMBER TO CANCEL SARWATCH AND OBTAIN ACKNOWLEDGMENT P39 



,..... .. 
FLIGHT RECORD 

1- - - ·-
WfV Chel:k 

Posmon Tome F/l T.l. Dst. GS TAS Tr(M) Hdg (M) Drn(M) Speed Tr(M) Hdg (M) _::j "'" Tl ETA Poont or 

! 
Run to run Desunauon 

I I 

I 

I 
k 

I 
I 

l 

t-· 

t ···· 

I 

t·· 

I 
t l I I 

INSTRUCTIONS- DOMESTIC FLIGHT PLAN 
1. Green shaded boxes are lo c.omplet on by ATC or FS ur> ts 

2 When subm u ng f ~"I p an by telephone or r o nclude m tlle order llown 
the uems m the red shaded boxes oppropr ato to the I 1ght category and c. a s 
of operauon the Items ROUTE SEGMENTS Fl ALT and ETI hould be g1v , 
only m resp ct of report po1nts and ETI • tola ed to ond cata t es between 
these po nts, 

3 Flight category De ote the categor es wh ch are not apphcab e 

4 Class of Opernuon Insert as approprralo 

(") lor regular pubhc transport opcrauon. fhght number or SPC and number 
of approprr to.. 

NOTE If operaung under ANR 203 pace X tl'e box prov dell 

(b) Charter CHTR. 

(c) Aer a w::: k AWK. 

(d) Pnvate PVT 

(e) Molrtary MIL 

5 Communocat ons F•equen es VHF and HF to be d ated sep rate. y II a 
approproate route frequencoes ore avaolable on crt R aft r oners V' and H 
If some route Ire., enc1es oro avaolabfe they should be spec Ired W'lere no rc o 
frequencies are ava1lablc onsert N' alter 'V' or H as applicable. 11 'N hst those 
ftequencoes 1f any wh1ch w1U be used durrng the fhght 

6 Rad1o navogauon a ds-d •o those "'h ch are not camed a e not scrvoccab e 
or wh ch the p lot not qua I ed to use 

7 Secondary S.rrve1 ance Radar (SSR)-lnsert one only of the lo owong letters 
to ond1cate tlle SSR equopment carrred 

N no Iran ponder carr ed transponder unserv ccab e or w1 I not be used. 

E transponder -no codong 

F trarsponder 64 cod mode A. 

G transponder 64 codes modes A and 8 

H transponder 4 09G cod s mode A 

I transpond r -4 096 ode modes A ar>d 8 

V181 ons for turn ng end 
e a1 ~ h posot on reports 

9 In LSAL T column ,., rt lowe 1 safe a 11 s I r ach r ute segment to be 
flown IFR or LIM IFR loght pro er! re 

10 IFR and ~GT VMC category operatiOns shou d msert lowest safe olt1tudes In 
the LSAL T co umn lor each route segmentorrospec.uve olfoght procedure 

11 In 'Fl or Al T' col~ n on sen ll1ght levels or ah1tudes or 8050 of a VFR lhght 
outs de controlled au space w oll be conducted below 5 000 feet. 

12 In FlT PROC' co umn 1 sert I ght procedure (LIM IFR NGT VMC or VFR) 
lor the partocular route sect1ons 1! the flight category has been quoted as IFR', 
Insert OCTA' tf the '11 nl on os to stay outs de CTA and thos os not clear Ire 
other dota1ls for the route segment Whore posruon reports do not fully doscrrbe 
tho route to be flown 1nsort 'VIA . ' 1n thos column. 

13 Remarls Sect on-

(o) I area I ght e g survey) onte d ng to operate on schedu ed reports 
nsert SKEDS ' and ensure that boundanes of the area of operation are 
lu y desc!lbed the ROUTE SEGMENTS' column 

( ) hsert any other S1gnofocant operauonalo,.,formahon lor tran :"'ISS•On. 

(r.) P ts of or 1t not norma ly sub Cl to, but des r ng ATC operat onal 
contro servoco accordance wnh AlP RAC OPS onsert RO OPC'. 

OTHER INFORMATION 

In 'SURVIVAL 8fACON' box '"sert V If carrymg VS8 on 121 5 MHt ; 
X ! carrytng VS8 on 243 MHz. VX of carryong VS8 on 121 5 MHz a'>d 243 MHz; 

In PILOT STATUS' box sert SP whe opera• g s1ngle p :11 IFR and or 
ll wh n p 1 rate ,.., ted IFR on y 

Insert c mb ng 
a c "trolzc e 

number lor I ghts deparung from 

14 Tho fuel calculation box 11 des•gned to lac nate calculat on ol the 'ue1 rcqutted 
for each r ght st g The en" a:>co lrgure must be shown lor onlual departure 
and for those I ghl stages subtect to DCA' a Operational Control and following 
refuel 1ng Any subsequent amc dmer>t st-ould bo not1f1ed on tho relevant 
departure report In ert 'T8A' for those stages for which a !rna! fuel l1gure os 
not yet ava1lablc 

15 Po ots not on ft.. I po ton report ng of a SARTI ME os nom1nated onclude the 
su Qu nt d ta on that ne If NOSAR (Note that NOSAR f1ghts are only 
p ned w th n 50 m es of the depart~ •e aerodrome) cross out the word 
SARTI ME and m cr. NOSAR' 

1 t P1lots of 11 neral avoat on a rcralt should com;:>lete the last two h!les. partocularly 
or> I ts ove• sp rsely populated country so that quock and eflecuve SAR 
>C1 on nn h tal. n wh n the l"ecd aroses 

) 
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1J 
INITIAL ADVICE OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT/HISHAF/INCIDENT 

} 

From 
(?.~. o ••• Place o ~. o o. o. o •• • Date/Time (Local} Jo15r::> ..... . 

(a) Aircraft Type & Registration : L f~ 2.1.... (/ f-1- .D ST 
--~--~--------~~~~----~~~r-------__, 

(b) O~er~~or O~rrl~ :_C_. __ D __ A~-~---~~-~~-L~---~~~~-~-~ 
(c ) CRE\-1 : Pilot 1~ lJ~L Other Crew ~C). 

(d) Date ~d t ~me of accident/inci dent (GMT) 

(e) Flight : From _M __ B;;;._ _______ ~-+- to ~.._!..-....l.:::~-~~t:=..~~~:::;\r:::::_---l 

Nature of Operation : f~ 
( f) Location of accident/incident 

L 
(g) 

(h) Nature ~d cause 

L~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

4o RTL-

(i) Damage to aircraft 

ADDITIONAL RELEVANT INFORMATION~ 

Pilot ~d/or Operator Telephone Contact 

Wreckage guarding 

ETA Departure t~me ----------------------------------
Endur~ce 

SARPHASE decl ared c~celled ----------------------------
Other : -----------------------------------------------------t 
Notif~ed to en; :uo} ~ :I :to 

L~. pro 10{ 

jo ,s- R .. Dc Time 
------~_.~~~--~~-----------
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• 

oqfJ A/L b f(s 

O?tt :4) c./' 

4s bo~ 

k/L t» ~Is, 

4 to ai 
r1c fl> 4 

ocr (1. :'tl( 1 
"11~ 



• 

7 ll F Kl 
':l roo 
f 01.'L. 

IB 



.....__ ____________ - ----- -



. .. 

• IV 

• 
L~- A-M L -

- 0: Lc ~ f.(tV. 

aoJ;c.J>- J~- ~ ~ 
® )54- '1..71¥ 

® 3~7- b022. - ~(0 . -~ 

to-._~ fl-Ty ~~J_~o-Jl. 

/LU':/ L()... cff,_ \, 4.-~- /L;./,__
1 

(/lc {3~. 
~q7 )76L. {S_o. ~ 

--

- ---



IC 

I • 

' 









Cf~)-. 

~r 
T/ A 

/ " 
06 N f}q, \ y B 

Pvl c 

0 7 4-~ 
D 

/ \~ J) s J" M 

Xt v 
CTY w 

. 

h 



I 

/-( cx.u- CJ-<:_~ ~ c.:"' ~ ? 

t'~~r~ 
~ o.j~ ~ r~~J . 
j)~ 'LL .. 
JJ~~I ~~- ~ a/ 4Cc~. 
c v~~ 1b.k P~fo) 
{)4&~ tk~ . 

. (./ ~ ~-

/)~ ~~ -~ W oto_ ~
- r.Ja.. ~4. 

r~. i{{~ 
P~~( 

--o ~~-

'Jl P~J~ ~L ~~
?..s-/)n 



~ 
) 

I 



e 

/d- )J ... "'(f'~ ';]_Ct.-,~ vcfcA .JCf 7 3 

('~ ~t- c{~ fL j)~ ( 6~)-

~ U ~ JJ~ )~t- \(\ 'vr 

S Cf- '2,r ----



kk -J4(1S· 

~ kJ)(s) 



a_ ·. ~~t' ~~_., ~ / c~ ~vr ~ 
I. ~~ 1 0~~~ r- / -uo..,_ o/ a/C / 11/c ~ ~ 
-:2.. ~~ o/ 4e-.:t?Z..r~ . / f 

3. A~r ~~ I~~ C./::--~~.:.-, ~~c. / llR-A 4B. 
/f. ~~ /~ ~// ~~ / ~ . /lid P~ '( ~L. lbl~r 1/ 

s- ~~t)·r--e-<- ~ -?~~r /L~a/rt/c / L~~7 
t ~~ /4~~? 
/. ffd ~ Wx r ~Y /~ ;lc,p- ? 
s. ~cuvt wx 1/J Fs ~ I 

9 ~~ L/t:/e_ /,//r~/~a-/~ ? 

to C-_4 ~ c<-/L ·~ 7 / ~n"" .._.,<! 

I I .~l ).~~~ ~~ /Ck-a;A2~ ~c-C..:,/~ ~ 7 

1"2 ~r-.. z:-.. ' (_~~~~ ... 4~~ ~~ ~ /. j/{/£./., 
tft//t;~~ ,6Le~~A/. ~ ~~h 

o-1~ ~~,e 

4~~d: 



ACCr.JENT fNVEZ'l'IGATION• ... "'CTION ARISING 

(Form to be kept on inside of front file cover) 

Ace No. ---- A/c Type and Reg. ---- Place ---- Pilot --------

Desp/Req/Obtained (ENCL) Date 

Pilot Rpt 

Pass. Rpt 

Other Rpt 

INT~Hi RPT 

Pilot Log Book 

P:Llot File 

Aircraft File 

Operations Manual 

MAINTli.NANCE 

Airframe Log Book 

Engine/Prop Log Book 

Maintenance Release 

Flight Record Card 

Completed Returned (ENCL) Date 

RETURN OF WRECKAGE oeooooooooo••••••e••••••• RELEASED TO oooooooooooooooooooooooeoooooo 

SPEXHALIST RFJ>ORTS 

Ehgine 

Airframe 

Instru/Elec 

\'leather 

Loading 

Other 

MEDICAL - AUToPSY/OTHER 

Outside Enquiries 

Final Report 

Investigation Responsibility 

(At completion of investigation place on inside of rear file cover) 

NtirF;: A'/t.- IJJc, ~, Ptl...fFi Ft~E tY/c. Ftl..E 

' PR~S C. U1"' TIN'fJ s~ ,. ,,., &o 

M~ke - lf)q . ' . , IN Ftl. E I? &It l'i ~ y JC.<i 
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